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Dr. Tiffany B. Twain is a concerned American who has been inspired by imagining herself as the philosoph ic soul
mate and valiantly illegitimate great -granddaughter of the highly esteemed and irreverent writer Mark Twain,
who was a brilliant observer, humorist, lecturer and philosopher. She has published Twelve Books of the Earth
Manifesto, a n astute save-the -world treatise that contains wide -ranging and far -sighted obser vations and
recommendations regard ing all the biggest issues facing huma nity here in the second decade of the 21st century.
All the essays contained in these twelve b ooks can be seen online at EarthM anifesto.com .

This Book Twelve of the Earth Manifesto is dedicated to the Resistance movement and to all the participants in
the extraordinary Wome nds edarPcehopl e ds Cl dndrbmth the 20 mard RC4& March for Science .
May these events be progenit ors for a new renaissance of commendable spirit and social activism like that which
drove the far -reaching political reform du ring the Progressive Movement from 1890 to 1920 . A shout -out, too,
to President Theodor e Rdaudalsleseffbrts d protect more than 20 0 million acr es of public land in
National Parks, National Monuments , National Forests and National Wildlife Refuges. And may the many essays
in this manifesto serve as a good guide for this renaissance.

A thought -provoking prayer was penned by President John Adams in the year 1800, near the end of his tenure in
office, and it is inscribed on a mantel in the State Dining Room of the White House. It reads: "I pray Heaven to
bestow the best blessings on this house and all that shall hereafter inhabit it. May none but honest and wise
men ever rule und er this roof . 6 Clear !l y, sithslopehasbaemhbroadly2dstied.

All evidence indic ates that the White House is  occupied at this moment by deeply dishonest , greedy and power

abusing men, with all too many hypocritically opportunistic Yes -men co-conspirators serving them in Congress

and in the Trump Cabinet . So it is now the obligation of all Americans to demand that we rest ore our national

commi t ment to fundament al val ues an dourdFobumders kommitted to fdding siru c h G
their courageous Declaration of Independence, and to provide new and dramatically improved safeguards for

the future well-being and security of the people .

Ida B. Wells , an African -American suffragist and early lea der in the Civil Rights Movement once insightfully
stated , "The way to right wrongs is to turn the light of truth upon them." Let these words show the way!

NOTE: The Titles of the Twel ve Books of the Earth Manifesto

Common Sense Revival Book One of the Earth Manifesto
Entertaining lllumination Unleashed Book Two of the Earth Manifesto
Existential Enlightenment Book Three of the Earth Manifesto
Imaginative Perspective s and Ecopsychological Insights Book Four of the Earth Manifesto
Healthy Recipes and Provocative Worldviews Book Five of the Earth Manifesto
Incisive Global Perspective s Book Six of the Earth Manifesto
Comprehensive Global Perspective: An llluminating Worldview Book Seven of the Earth Manifesto
Big Picture Perspectives, and A Pur suit of Soci al Activism Book Eight of the Earth Manifesto
The Original Earth Manifes to Book Nine of the Earth Manifesto
A Marvelous Miscellany of Musings an d Evolutionary Und erstandings Book Ten of the Earth Manifesto
The Rather Ridiculous Ruses that Fuel Revolutionary Unrest Book Eleven of the Earth Manifesto
See Clearly: Sanity During Insane Time s Book Twelve of the Earth Manifest
See the very last link at the end of the Home Page of the Earth Manifesto website for the Tables of Contents

pages of all the essays included in these twelve books . Every one of these essays can be found online, organized
in their original ever-evolving form, on the Home Page Sales pitch: All these handsome 212-page books are
available right now from the on-demand printer Lulu Publishing for $10.22 each. This price includes a maximum
allowable discount of 30% off, for each of these twelve insight -filled books.


http://earthmanifesto.com/

Honestly Seeing It Like It Really Is

Dr. Tiffany B. Twain, creator of the Earth Manifesto
June 2017, with updates through August 21, 2019

Wise Native American leaders advised an eminently valuable perspective that recognized the crucial importance

of living in the world in sustainable ways. They taught a 0Sevent hthaGsays allrsignificaatn
decisions should be made takin g into account how any contemplated action will affect our descendants for seven
generations into the future. This is a respect -worthy stewardship philosophy that was important to peoples in
Native American cultures like the Iroquois , in their Great Law of the Iroquois Confederacy , and also to other
indigenous tribes around the world. This understanding makes it insane for leaders in modern times to ignore the
precautionary necessity for us to ch  oose to pay forward a fairer, safer and more providentia | legacy to our heirs.

We must find much more effective ways to give adequate respect to our children and grandchildren , and all
human beings to be born in the future . It is our ultimate moral obligation to help ensure that they will have
reasonable prospects for well -bei ng and flourishing in coming years

together now, responsibly, in making this  overarching collective commitment!

What 8s happeni negpehfecttyeclearhbet ddd the bottom I ine. First
political system have rigged our economy to such an extreme degree that a small minority of the people is able to
monopolize most of the wealth generated by using up natural resources and taking advantage of working people.
Both Republican and Democratic politicians have collaborated together in this effort by allowing Big Money
donors to exert dominating influence to mainly benefit themselves. Economic Elites have severely corrupted our
political system, causing extremes of inequality in income and wealth to become more exaggerated today than

they have been since the end of the Roaring Twenties in 1929. To achieve this excessively unfair state, the
scheming few have cheated the vast major ity of people by corrupting our democratic system of representation.

Our economic system is a ridiculously unfair one featuring generous socialism for rich people and harsh swim-or -
sink Tough Luck capitalism for everyone else. One outcome of this treacherously skewed state of affairs is that
the concentration of wealth in  the hands of the few is becoming ever more exaggerated. Adversit ies associated
with this system rigging are causing revolutionary discord to  consequentially haunt the land of the free. This
essay will clarify the ways the top dogs in our society are wron gly achieving th is grotesquely unfair condition.
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What s really happening here is that busi negabbingway®ansuchand

of the benefits of  our economy, and they are compounding this sin by harmfully evading their co mmon good
obligations to invest in adequate social insuran ce policies against desperation -- by means of an adequately strong
social safe ty net and universal healthcare -- and in environmental insurance policies, by means of protecting fresh
water, clean air, valuable public lands and a stable climate. Public corruption is causing us to broadly fail to make
sensible national commitments to stabilize the global climate, contributing to incomprehensibly big future costs

related to natura | disasters , rising sea levels, intensifying hardships and spiking flows of desperate refugees
from failing states . We simply must change course, and begin to respect basic precautionary principles.

A Major Problem: The Hegemony of the Corporatocracy




Early critics of capitalism like Karl Marx insisted that economics must be contained within an ethical context, and

that social justice should be accorded higher priority than maximizing private profits at the expense of the

public. Then ecological philos ophers came along and asserted that both economics and ethics must rightly take
into account ecological values. Trump Republicans are brashly undermining these understandings, sacrificing the
environment to goose short -term profits and violating many code s of decency, honesty and ethics. T he current
illegitimate administration is working assiduously to erode democratic fairness, deprive many millions of people of
voting rights and fairer representation, and weakening the civil rights of most groups of people , especially women,
people of color, gay people and immigrant s and refugees.

The Founding Fathers of the United States created a democratic republic in which the American people had
power because their voices were to be heard through  representatives who were supposed to actually represent
the peopleds best i nter es {Tadayahoveevet, the US4 & nukd iy b comperatdcracy:e . a

partnership of very wealthy people and 6 t -big-to-f ai | & ¢ o rapdhgovarnnent oft icials who are cunningly
collaborating with corporate interests, as psychologist Bruce Levine has written. I n this corporatocr
most modern tyrannies, there are elections, but the reality is that giant corporations and the wealthy elite rule

in a way to satisfy theirown self -i nt er est . I n this corporatocracy, itdos i

wealthy elite that the winning candidate is beholden to them, so they financially support both Democrats and

Republicans, and corporations and t he wealthy directly and indirectly finance candidates, who are then indebted

to them. Itdéds common for these indebted gover mmakengtolesof f i ci
who are friendly to, and lenient with, corporate entities and their e XxXecutives. And i tledd r out
officials in the government to be rewarded with really high -paying industry positions or lobbying jobs when they

move on, so that they use their relationships with current government officials to ensure that corp orate
interests wil.| be taken car e o-headednafiohal pslicigsand eriordtiées]l v resul t s

Mark Twain famously observed that we Americans have the best government that money can buy. This satirical
ridicule of the corrupting influen ce of moneyed interests in our politics has become  an increasingly pathetic
parody of propriety in the USA today. An  epic flood of money is giving us rudely equality -opposing political
leaders who are Orwe llian in their manipulative, poisonously divisive, ruthlessly di shonest and treacherous
deceit. These shrewd operatives preposterous pretend to care about We the People, but what they are doing is

selling the vast majority of Americans down the river to give increasingly gargantuan benefits to the few.

Joel Bakan observed that big corporations are basically designed to externalize costs onto the public, declaring

t hat corporations are o0deliberately programmed, indeed | e
for the harm it may cause to peop le and communities and the natural environment. Every cost it can unload onto
someone el se is a benefit t o iCorgortiofis,shoad ndtibe géiventthe fulbrightsen t o pr o
courts of law that are constitutionally assured to real peo ple, for the good reason that far too many abuses of

power have been made using rationalizations like the one that wrongfully asserts the Fourteenth Amendment

guarantees corporate entities the same rights of Due Process and Equal Protection as individuals.

Moneyed interests have succeeded in these scams partially byoder egul at i n g 6Thid appoaach allowso my .
those who are rigging the system to artificially inflate private profits in the short run through this shrewd

expediency of externalizing cost s and risks onto the populace. These externalized costs include resource
depletion, damages to the environment, health harms, heightened adversities for farmers, and costs of recovery

from natural disasters that are being made worse due to the unfolding clima te crisis. Since 1980, elites have

even managed to unfairly grab almost all the bigger profits earned from the increasing productivity of workers.

O0Deregulationd is wundoing | awsr timesa and doangl the ®Hiddng ef corparater e c e n t
executives seeking to maximize private profits at the public expense. Deregulation is a process of reversing

national rules that had enjoyed majoritarian meritocratic support before coldly -calculating politicians and the

profit -prepossessed puppet masters they serve seized power. This is maladaptive , for it wrongly allows more
opportunities for Bi g Businesses to maximize profits by crushing collective bargaining righ ts, ripping off
consumers, foisting damages onto the people , and socializing costs and risks. Deregulatory zeal often torpedoes

the common good by dismantling sensibly established protections from the predations of those who rig the



system to their greedy advantage. It also undesirably facilitates the intensification of this assault on fai rness,
intelligent planning, good go vernance, fair -minded values, ecological sanity and sustainable living.

Our political system foolishly facilitates this cost-externalizing scheme of socializing costs of production
instead of requiring them to be included in a full cost pricing  of products and services. This strategy generates
artificially high  profits , and the preponderance of them are commandeered by the few. Making matters much
worse, rich people and power -abusing corporate entities use the excessive influence of their Big Money to
grievously corrupt our national policies and priorities by instituting more and more debt -financ ed tax cuts in a
swindle facilitated by Bi g Li e -dotwni ctkhleeor y 6 p r dapishly propchgated spiTib targeted to
make sure these tax cuts are regr  essively structured to give overly  generous benefits to the top 1%, as was the
case with the Tax Cuts bill rammed through Congress , exclusively by Republican politicians, in December 2017.
Since then, the national debt has rapidly mounted, and now exceeds a dangerously large $22 trillion . This is
more than 100% of annual GDPin the nation, a threshold of irresponsibly big risk.

Political corruption thus allows power-abusers to obligate all taxpayer s in every future year to pay interest
expense costs on trillions of borrowed dollars, burdenin g everyone in every future year in order to give most of
the spoils to the wealthiest few.  Think about this. The bottom half of Americans have an average net worth of
less than $12,000 per person, and roughly 20% of Americans have zero or negative net worth. These folks are
financially extremely insecure, so it is unconscionable for the top 1% to have ma naged to rig the system so
advantageously for themselves that they have an average net worth of $10 million each. Even more
extraordinarily, the top one -tenth of 1% of Americans has an average net worth of more than $42 million, and

the three richest Amer icans have a total net worth of something like $250 billion.

0There are |ies, damn | ies and st at Saly,ithers aredreabyaansequential s | y s ¢
opportunity costs related to reducing government r  evenues by making big Tax Cuts and assessing very low tax
rates on the huge amount of income earned f rom investments, compared to rates charged to those who earn
income by working for a living.  One of the worst of these opportunity costs is the necessity to reduce spending
on p e o p lhealthsare, like making cuts to Medicare and Medicaid, as Donald Trump proposes in his latest
budget, betraying the promises he made to get elected. Another opportunity cost is the chronic underfunding

of public education, failing our children and having the insidious collateral impact of causing student debt to
more than double in the last decade. With outstandi ng student loa n debt in the U.S. now approaching $1.6
trillion , this rising level of burdensome obligations  riskily exacerbates wealth inequalities and makes the
hardships faced by tens of millions of Americans unnecessarily harsh. These things compound t he excessively
anti -egalitarian and profoundly unjust nature of our current economic system. USURY!

A reasonably objective observer would see how cynically immoral it is to pretend to care about 6 f or gormene n 6
and women and children in order to gain power, and to then betray these folks with contrary policies and
distorted national priorities . Making things worse, they deceive people about what they are doing, and why. See

that the ultimate judge of what is the true moral good in an action is how consistent it is with the greater good,

and how consequential its impacts are, for the better or worse.

Let there be no doubt or confusion about what is happening here. Our democracy is under concerted assault by
power-abusing corporate managers and politicians who are demonstrating consequential attempts to corrupt
public policies, pervert national priorities, pass unf  air laws, repeal sensible regulations and tragically undermine
the common good. And Republicans in the White House and the U.S. Senate are making this ~ Amazing Disgrace
worse by obstructing remedial justic e, covering up the facts and the truth of their malfeasance, violating laws
and the Constitution , and tricking people into letting them get away with these betrayals of the public trust.

Senator Bernie Sanders has described Donal d Trumpds 2020 [@Rentitgkeg in its degreeocs a | as
cruelty and filled with broken promises . Trump told the American people that he would be a different type of

Republican, that he would be a champion of the working American , and that he would not cut Social Security,

Medicare and Medicaid. But his budget s do the exact opposite of what he promised the American people. At a

ti me of massive wealth andlatesh budlgek propasa paysafdr i huge tax Breakusrtipad s
primarily benefit the few , partially by cutting  $1.5 trillion from Medicaid, $845 billion from Medicare and $25


https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/donaldtrump

6

billion from Social Security . Make no mistake ab o uamassive transfar ofweafthdfom bud get

working class families to the wealthiest peo  ple and most profitable corporations in America . 6

One particularly deplorable aspect of the current corrupted status quo is that the USA has become a terribly

unjust Incarceration Nation. A main reason for this is that ¢ ontrolling interests can use a discriminatory
criminal justice system to repress pers ons who object to their harsh rule. These interest groups have very
effectively used things | ike draconian drug laws to lock up mi llions of people, especially hippies long ago and
liberals and a mercilessly disproportionate number of  black people and othe rs in disadvantaged racial minorities.
To add insult to the grave injury of depriv  ing these wronged folks of many freedom s and personal security , the
designers and enforcers of this highly unjust system further deprive them of having any voice about this
situation by taking away their voting rights, sometimes permanently. Exacerbating things, there are excessively
big opportunities for the privat e prison indust ry to make huge profits off these injustice s.

In another swindle -1 i ke i ndul ggereke,r sdr emtr ve out profits for themsel

making the economic pie bigger, to the real detriment of the masses. Thisiswhyha If oft he wor | dds
resource rich countries. The prominent economist Joseph Stieglitz explains the true dimensions of the negative
impacts of this scheme, especially in countries corrupted by powerful fossil fuel interests, in his insightful

book, The Price of Inequality: How Today's Divided Society Endangers Our Future.

Our national economy and the global economy are structured to maximize profits not only by extracting natural
resources and taking ruthless advantage of working people (especially blue collar ones ), but also by promoting
materialistic consumption and profligately wasteful  hyper -stimulus of the economy.

Trump Republicans are living like there will be no tomorrow, hubristically demonstrating a heedless lack of
concern for conserv ing resources, reducing pollution or limiting the amount of toxic wastes generated. Worse,
they are changing public policies in ways that will harmfully increase emissions of climate destabilizing
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. Even worse still, t hey are broadly abusing the power they have
seized, pushing policies that will undermine the prospects for the health, security, general welfare and well -
being of all in future generations.  They are acting like King Louis XV of France, who famously saw th e writing on
the wall and said, OApr s moi, |l e deluge. 6

Karl Marx astutely observed, in Das Kapital, t hat the phrase "Apr s moi, I e
capitalist and of every capitalist nation.  Hence Capital is reckless of the health or length of life of the laborer,

unl ess under compul si on f r e me &dme together,.add gendvate koenpussion! uni t e

Given all these aspects of the status quo, it is completely crazy to inadequately restrict the wily predations of
gigantic corporate entities , and to let these tax -evading behemoths prosper at the expense of the public. And
it is downright dumb to give wider latitude to Big Pharma, Big Oil, Big Coal, Big Chemical, Big Agribusiness, Big
Tobacco, Big Insurance, Big Tech, Big Military , Big GunManufacture rs and the reactionary NRA.

The ultimately irresponsible capstone of this concatenation of qualities that characterize the status quo is a

poor

d®l u

powerfully promoted pro -birth stance that is propped up by a deeply est abl i shed obe frui

opposition to family planning, contraception and reproductive rights for wo  men to choose to have a safe, legal
abortion. Anti -choice pro -natal promotion of population growth is a perverse way for  exploitive vested in terests

to conspire to push consumerism, plunder assets, use up resources as fast as possible, take advantage of working

people and deprive them of the fruits of  their labors, and kill wildlife and cause damages to ecosystems .

Humanity faces daunting challenges in the world today in every sphere  -- locally, nationally and globally -- so the
need is growing imperative for us to deal comprehensively with the forces underlying these perplexing issues.

The government of the United States of Ameri ca has a moral obligation to solve complex problems, and not to
make them worse by rigging the system even more reactionarily agains t the general welfare of the people.

Thomas Paine wrote that We the People have it in our power to make the world over again, and one thing is
clear: We need to take action now! A bugle horn sounds for solidarity of purp ose. I'tds not

t fu

i ke
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excellent plans out there to address  all our national ills. Like Elizabeth War r e n, g ®tl dav epl an f or t he
plans to transform our world  are found in One Dozen Big Initiatives to Posi tively Transform Our Societies.

With inequality becoming more extreme than almost ever before in history, we should think about these words

in CommonSense Revival: 0 Thomas Piketty states i n hCamstalipthe Tmentye-Ritst e ¢ 0 n ¢
Century t hat Kar |l Mar x86s principal concl usi oni nvfaisn iwhea t a cBgniemumi &
this, Karl Marx meant the inexorable tendency for capital to accumulate and become concentrated in ever fewer

hands, with no natural limit to the process. It was for this good reason that Marx predicted an apocalyptic end

to capitalism. As it turns out, things are more complex than that, and technological progress and increasing

productivity and progressive political reforms have served, to a certain extent, as a partial counterweight to

the process of wealth accumulation and the concentration of private capital and a monopoly on power. But

today, with regr essive debt -financed tax cuts and the accumulation of wealth growing to new neo -Gilded Age

extremes, this state of affairs is becoming exc essively destabilizing and is likely to result in either
revolutionary unr est or authoritarian repression, which would be required to perpetuate the corru,

Dutch historian Rutger Bregman told the billionaire elit es at the economic summit in Davos in 2019 that the

bottom line issue of almost every considerat ion is low taxes for therich. 0 Wh a t Bregman said, p ut
the Davos emperors have no clothes. They talk a lot about how something must be done about inequality and the

need to address social unrest, but cavil at the idea t hey mi ght be a big part of t he

audi ence that people in Davos talked about participation,
the issue of tax avoidance and the rich not paying their share. It is |like going to a f
not tal ki ng aAfter havingwoddtektas . dhat the biggest issue in extreme levels of inequality was

Otaxes, taxes, taxes, and al |l tléterwrote sotTihiss i Bulalbohitt siavi myg

All of these scams are being achieved by pushing ideological propaganda to deceive people, as well as through
the use of divide -to-conquer strategies designed to fool people into accepting this sad state of affairs. But as
wealth extremes and inequalities keep getting worse and worse, angry unrest is brewing in the USA. One might
wonder how much harsher this insecurity and public corruption and moral turpitude and poisonous twitter spin
will get before the rude ploys of succeeding by dividing people fail, and the  powerful and superwealthy find out
how disastrously dangerous these system -corrupting conditions really are, even to themselves.

Trump Republicans try to portray protests and dissent as anti-American -- and criminalize it! -- when in fact
these are often patriotic stands against corruption and abuses of power . Open-minded folks see clearly that
such misdeeds are posing basic threats to our democracy, public health,  civil rights and overall well-being.

Excellent consensus solution s can be found to all these challenges, and it is pathological that the main way the
puppet masters who control our misb egotten national decis ion-making get away with preventing these common
good solutions is by dividing people and riling up resentments and  stoking racial biases, and by exploiting trib al
identity politics and taking advantage of peopl eds f ear s -asodhatithese e chemerstcanebenefit
by oppressing the lower classes.

A terrible paradox afflicts humanity. Control-obsessed 0cons er dominionvoges all thd peo@en d
and their bottom line drive is to achieve an irrationally irresponsible goal -- to sell humani ty down the river to an
unnecessarily harsh fate by treating our home planet like a business in liquidation, converting natural resources

to cash at the fastest possible rate in order to give most of the benefits of this insanely foolhardy course of

action to a small minority of power -abusing rich people. They achieve this purpose by seizing control of the
government, giving profit -prepossessed corporate entities excessive influence, eliminating many sensible
regulations, foisting a wide variety of cost  -externalizing schemes and harms on the public, stimulating demand
for goods and services through ratcheted -up debt borrowings from the public, enacting regressive and anti-
egalitarian tax cut swindles, creating a profoundly artificial patina of a healthy economy,  fooling the people with
deceitful emotion -manipulating propaganda, and ramming through overly partisan judges to side with the rich
over the poor, Republicans over Demaocrats, and the powerful over the vast majority of people, whose best
interests are betrayed by these actions.
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It is rudely unscrupulous for dominating conservatives to have grabbed power by taking diabolical advantage of
Roger Stoneds Machiavellian under st andi ngingtfdica thantoset and can b
that negative political advertising can be a  highly profitable thing to promote. 0 ¥u r eap whatheyyou s
say, and this applies doubly here, for hate viscerally harms those who are conditioned to hate, as well as their
targete d victims. A sad side effect of such divisive = gambits is to make Americans into emotional wrecks.
Republican dirty trickste rs like Roger Stone and the former 0 B u sBirdasiKarléRove have engaged in despicable
smear campaigns against rivals and fomented racial biases with 0 d owgh i s t tb get Gtronger support from
their political base. Negative advertising is sadly effective because it is so easy to emotionally manipulate
people. But though it shrewdly works, it seriously degrades civil discourse and undermines the vital quality of
social cohesion, torpedoing the unity we need to develop and implement broadly positive collaborative solutions.

In light of all the perverse wrongs being foisted on the American people by Trump Republicans, the time has

come for them to pay restitution for the far -reaching harms they are causing . Letds magnani mous|
J. Trump his well -deserved Academy Award for most co nvincing portrayal ever in a role as leader of a Western

democracy who is a cunning, manipulative, deceitful , unhinged and bullying demagogue, monomaniacally eager to

betray the public trust and  to mine the opportunities presented by personal conflicts of interest while trying to
imposean authoritarian agenda on the popul ace. T hRresidehte t 0 s
Mike Pence resign from office. Welcome, Madame President Nancy Pelosi.

An insightful Buddhist philosopher might observe with equanimity that we should sensibly be guided by Right
Understanding, Right Intention and a commitment to responsible Ri  ght Action, three of the planks of the Noble
Eightfold Path. The best gauge of responsible right action is to be found in accurate and comprehensive
assessments of the consequences of the impacts of any given action. The Earth Manifesto points the way in
epistles like Intelligent Precautionary Principles Enunciated & Holy Cow!, and a proposed Bill of Rights for Future
Generations, and the Progressive Agenda for a More Sane Humanity. L e t &g herse!

We the People are in desperate need of right -minded good solutions to the big challenges that confront us.
Here is Right Under standing. It is an ultimate morally unacceptable wrong to allow corporate entities to make
excessive profits by poisoning or destroying an in finite multitude of wildlife habitats. Instead of our
representatives effectively making unrestrained profit -making and wealth concentration the top goals of our
nation, we should all readily look to a most crucial leading indicator, the Living Planet Rep ort, which is sending a
Code Red signal. Having measured the number of animals in 10,000 representative species of mammals, birds,
reptiles, amphibians and fishes since a base year of 1970, thisr eport reveals that a startling 60% of them have
been wiped out, in large part due to destruction of habitats , and to environmental toxins related to agriculture,
mining and development activities. We are unwittingly hacking away at the branches of the tree of life, and
allowing others to chop into the roots of bio logical diversity. All for bigger profits, to be funneled to the few.

A Living Planet Index measure indicates that natural ecosystems are being degraded at a rate unprecedented in
human history. See my online Sustainability Index for a clear -eyed evaluation of 45 important parameters that
measure how humanity is doing in its hopes for livin g sustainably on planet Earth. As our human numbers continue
to grow toward 8 billion within th e next 5 years, iti s crazy for us to reduce the carrying capacity of Mother
Earth for our kind -- in effec t -- by rashly dam aging natural ecosystems and fail ing to adopt more reasonable
conservation and family planning measures.

Young people have a big stake in future well-being, yet their voices are being ignored in decision-making today.

To cope with the grave threats posed by the anthropogenic climate crisis, a Swedish teen climate activist named

Greta Thunberg told Davos elites they need to do whatever it takes to meet the Paris Climate Agreement, which

seeks to limit global temperature rises to below two degrees Celsius. She had drawn global attention when she

delivered a fiery speech to world leaders at the December 2018 UN climate talks in Poland, and she has in spired

tens of thousands of young student s around the world to follow her lead and take off from school on Fridays to

demand serious action against climate disruptions. She h
success stories, but their  financial success has come with an unthinkable price tag. We can still fix this. But

unl ess we recognize the overall failures of our current sy



9

Thomas Jefferson speaks to us today, from beyond the grave, about an impressive |ist of 0V
essenti al principles of our Government 6, as he spelled ou
wander from these principles in moments of error or of alarm, let us hasten to retrace our steps and to r egain

the road which alone leads to peace, libertyandsa f et y . ¢ ujahfdaprogreskive change, not the reactionary!

When Thomas Jefferson spoke about what he saw as the essential principles of our government, he adduced
what are basical ly principles o f The Common Good, Properly Understood that should faithfully be followed in a

democratic republic.  Jefferson had just been throughahard -f ought el ecti on contest, anoc
contest of opinion through which we have passed é this bei
according to the rules of the Constitution, all will unite in common efforts for the common good. All, too, will

bear in mind this sacred principle, that though the will of the majority is in all cases to prevail, that will must be
reasonable to be rightful;, that the minority possess their equal rights, which e qual law must protect, and to
vi ol ate would be oppression. Let us, then, fellow citizen

L e tréspect this honorable understanding, and come together in commoncause! Think again of December 2017,
when the unpopular Congress rammed through a deeply flawed and astonishingly anti-egalitarian Tax Cuts bill
that contained more than 1,000 pages of system -rigging provisi ons designed by lobbyists for special interest
groups. See clearly that this dis gracefully corrupt plan is full of inequality -stoking, healthcare undermining,
deviously discriminatory, trust violat ing and irresponsibly debt -burdening provisions. And, of course, a very
controversial president with low approval ratings eagerly signed this leg islation into law, in a cynical, self -serving
and counterproductive Christmas present to the people. A win for him!

Budgets are mor al documents because they have determining
and on the environmental commons upon which all future well -being is crucially dependent.  All tax and spending

decisions involve trade -offs, and changes in them create winners and losers.  Government budgets and plans for

raising revenues and allocating spending reveal the real priorities of our rep resentatives, and these decisions

are immensely consequential. Unfortunately, Republican changes in national taxation are unconscionably narrow

in their focus and their  inequality exacerbating and riskily short -term orientation.  The real reason that the

biggest element of the Trump Tax Folly is to cut taxes on corporations is because the top 1% of Americans

currently gets more than two -thirds of all dividends paid out and capital gains realized every year, so this tax

cut is mainly benefit ing CEOs and big shareholders -- and the politicians they buy. Capital gains, curiously, are

taxed at exceedingly low rates. Rigged at every turn!

Republicans are sticking with their Big Lie trickle  -down theory that they have been propagating since Ronald
Reagan adopted it in 1981 as a rationa lization for enriching the rich. Bah, humbug! This ruse is a pathetic key in
exacerbating extreme inequalities and associated hardships . The billionaire entrepreneur Nick Hanauer made

incisive observations about the foolishness of the trickle -down theory in an article titled The Pitchforks Are
Comi ng é For U sin tRid article, onritert s .in 2014 and addr essed as a Memo to
Zi | | i o,Manauereexpiessed this provocative u nderstanding: 0 The problem i sndt t hat W

Some inequality is intrinsic to any high -functioning capitalist economy. The problem is that inequality is at
historically highleve Isand getti ng wor BHrdessour edlices dhange drafatically, the middle class
will disappear, and we will be back to late 18th -century France. Before the revolution. And so | have a message

for my fellow filthy rich, for all of wus who | itJast. ifwe our g
dondt do something to fix the glaring inequities in this
society can sustain this kind of rising inequality. In fact, there is no example in human history where wealth

accumulatedliket hi s and the pitchforks didndt eventually come out
will show you a police state. Or an wuprising. There are

Our tax code really should reward work, not wealt h. Yet Republicans are egregiously trying to preserve one of
the most blatantly corrupt provisions of anythin g in the tax code, the so-called ocarried -interest loophole 6. This
notorious tax break allows highly compensated private -equity managers and real estate investors and venture
capitalists to be taxed at extremely low rates, violating the progressive principle of a graduated tax system

that makes the highest earners pay higher rates on the top levels of their earnings. "These are guys that shift



1C
paper around and they get lucky," said Donald Trump during the campaign. They were, he concluded, "getting
away with murder." Now, Trump Republicans have g enerously given a zealous pardon to these people , despite
knowing their guilt before Lady Justice, the lovely personification of the moral force in judicial systems.

The Republican push to pass a cunning tax cut plan befor e they lose their narrow majority power reveals how
corrupt our political system is, along with how treacherous their grotesquely scheming basket of priorities really

is. This ex tremely partisan Tax Cuts plan, designed to lavishly reward rich peo ple and corporate sh areholders,
is made more unfair by creating a structure that will be excessively easy for wealthy people to game to claim
new | ower tax rates-tdeesughedus$ bnsampthes glan thatT tedissibutes wealth
upward, at a terrible even tual cost to the majority of Americans -- and to all in the future when this devious
scheme falls apart with a calamitous de bt crisis, an economic recession , a rattl ing bursting of an artificially -
inflated stock market bubble, revolutionary strife, secessi onary fervor, an ecological collapse, or whatever
other disastrous outcomes will be delivered by this hard right, short sight, hubris -exposing, inequality stoking,
scurrilously divisive, greed driven , anti-precautionary principle swindle. Worse, this agenda is designed to
deplete resources, take unfair advantage of  working people, exacerbate cr ucial problems, rashly run up the
national debt, ruin Our Planet, and sabotage the potential well-being of everyone in future generations.

Let s pay fterrlegamyl dWeashoble shift our national priorities from a primary focus on pandering to

the donor class a nd wealthy vested interest groups, and instead declare it to be our top priority to emphasize
smarter national planning by being much more responsible, fair, ethical, moral, humane, just and empathically
peaceable. And we should give greater respectto far -sighted sustainable precautionary principles , and be more
ecologically aware. We really should make concerted efforts to stop facilitating Tragedy of the Commons
outcomes and allowing externalized costs to be imposed onto the general populace. The best way to accomplish
this would be by ratifying a  Bill of Rights for Future Gene rations -- and honoring its overarching guidance.

Listen for the echoes of a stentorian female voice reverberating down from the skies above a burning bush on

the Mount, and visualize some word cartoon balloons with jagged  edges proliferating like light ning across dark
skies, spelling out how deeply dishonorable and extraordinarily irresponsible  the Trump agendais, with its anti-
environmental, inequality stoking, anti-democrati c, anti -immigrant bent. Another flash of light ning illuminates a
panoply of parenthetical footnotes that include Assessment: The Top Ten Ways Our System is Unf airly Rigged,
along with The Con Goes On: A Triumphant Coup by Crooked Conniving Crony Capitalists . These essays provide a
fuller understanding o fthe underhanded schemes and swindles being perpetrated on the American people.

Where We Stand

Republicans have created a vicio us cycle of minority rule in which they use dark money and twisted partisan
gerrymandering and voter suppression tactics to seize exce  ssive influence, then use that power to pack courts

and further expand the reaches of dark money and make it harder for millions of people to vote. So we need to

enact fairer campaign finance | aws and | obbyi ngorruptienf-or ms
enabling Big Money-kowtowing Citizen United ruling, and we must end partisan gerrymandering that allows
politicians to choose their voters, instead of letting voters choose their representatives. We must also reverse

all the Republican voter sup pression laws enacted in recent years, so that politicians are forced to compete

more fairly for their influential positions. A tea pot whistles in the background.

We must strengthen our democracy by rejecting those who stubbornly refuse to compromise wit h the majority
of people and their representatives. We should ratify a C onstitutional Amendment like one proposed by Rep.
Adam Schiff and advocated by the Move to Amend coalition, w  hich would make it clear that corporate entities
are not persons, and should not have the same rights as individuals, because they wantonly abuse the powers
this gives them. Break up the corporate behemoths again today, like Theodore Roosevelt did when corporate
Trusts had to be busted up to protect society from the negative ou tcomes associated with excessive power.

Supreme Court conservatives narrowly ruled by a 5to 4 vote in late June 2019 to give state legislatures a green
light to gerrymander <congressional districts 0to their he
motivations (and theydre always partisan or raci s anev. Th
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realization to dawn. The court of public opinion can be m
becomes critically important when courts have been stacked with judges who act in accordance with extremely
parti san bi ammmestagethersand apply podverful public pressure to our representatives in government
to honestly and responsibly create nonpartisan districting in every one of the 50 states. Tinderbox conditions!

The U.S. government has come to resemble a banana republic, corrupt in politics and featuring all too many
officials willing to commit improprieties , and even illegalities , to advance a narrowly self -serving and extremely
unfair, pathetically unjust and environmentally insane agenda.  This is scary, for the US A is a superpower and
the world cannot afford to have it become like a banana republic, characterized by extremely stratified social
classes, a large and unfairly exploited poor working class, political instability, and a crony capitalist, plutocratic,
oligarchic, corporatocratic, authority  -abusing ruling class composed of elites in business, politics, the military
and corporate media networks. Having an incredibly dishonest, anger prone, bullying, emotionally unbalanced,
dangerously vindictive egomaniacal narcissist in the Oval Office compounds this danger.

It is apparently too much to hope that these self -interest -promoting hard -right representatives of a minority
of Americans will change course, and commit to greater honesty , and demonstrate a more inclusive concern for
the common good, the general welfare, fiscal responsibility, domestic tranquility, truer liberty and justice for

all, a better overall quality of life, peaceable coexistence and a sustainable future.

It is too much to hope because they are too busy using divisive strategies to keep people from uniting against
0 e | ipoweréabusing factions and demanding that they be allowed to continue  rigging our economy and politics .
They use powerful tools to perpetuate thi s division in corporate organizations like ALEC (the A merican
Legislative Exchange Council), and in state propaganda machines like Fox News and the Federalist Society. The
dividers have also been remarkably successful in using social media platforms like Facebook and Twitter to
propagate falsehoods and confusion by emotionally hijack ing people, taking advantage of their resentments and

fears , racial biases, gullibility for being deceived, and propensities to believe all manner of contorted conspiracy
theor ies. By sowing the seeds of doubt about everything, they are able to cunningly divert attention from all
the malfeasance that allowed them to grab domineering power, and from all the schemes they are perpetra ting

right now that are terribly ~ contrary to the best in terests of the people

These dastardly folks also promote their right  -wing agenda by corruptly stacking federal  courts with extremist
judges to undermine democratic fairness and torpedo unity and further enable the excessive concent ration of
wealth and power in the hands of the few , and to rationalize wrongs, perpetuate cost externalizing scams and
repress people. These are reasons why effective democracy reforms are needed , with a goal of alter ing the
nefarious trajectory  toward anti -democratic rule, anti-egalitarian outcomes and the impleme ntation of policies
that reduce protections of the environment, all in the interests of the greedy few at the expense of the many.

The House of Representatives passed sensible measures in  March 2019 with the For the P eople Act (H.R. 1), and

they are a great step in the right direction. In the Senate, Mitch McConnell has been stubbornly preventing

this legislation from coming to the fl  oor for a vote because he claims it is an unfair "power grab" for regular

citizens to have more influence.  What a glaring contrast to his greedy lack of concern for unlimited corporate

money drowning out the vo ices of the vast majority of Americans ! Since Donald Trump and corrupt Republican
politicians so staunchly oppose these measures, we should all throw open the windows like crazed Howard Beal e

inthe great film Network , and shoutout 0 We dr e not goi ng t ®hrot éhk lmums out ohaffigemlor e . 6

On Patriotism

A true American patriot pledges  allegiance to the principles upon which our republic was founded, not to political
officeholders, and especial ly not to those who abuse the power of their positions to benefit themselves and rich
people and corporate entities at the expense of everyone els e. George Lakoff notably wrote in Moral Politics:

How Liberals and Conservatives Think: o Patri otism is about i mproving the | i
i mproving oneds countryds contribution to t heuntwadstdkehas I n t
simply better than other countries. This is jingoism, not

Robert Reich conveyed astute understandings on what constitutes true patriotism in his July 2018 article Trump
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pushes destructive distortion of patriotism. He observed, OAmericads core struggl
not exclusi on. ém dentarsnop $ymboliw digplayis of foyaky like standing for the national anthem

and waving the American fl ag. € Real pat r-t defendigrheirighvtm | ves s
vote and ensuring more Americans are heard, not claiming without  evidence that millions voted fraudulently and
pushing for | aws that make it harder for blacks and Lati nc¢
with industry lobbyists, attack the freedom of the press, or criticize judges who disagree with the m, or fill the
airwaves with |[|ies. € True patriots dondt court foreign
Amer i ca. € True patriots dondt fuel racist, religious or
the contrary, true p atriots seek to confirm and strengt hen and cel ebrate t éeopleddtieed i n
United Statesd6. ¢é | f we are losing our national identity,
to the rule of law, to our democratic institutions, to truth, to tolerance of our differences, to equal political

rights and equal opportunity, to participating in our civic life and making necessary sacrifices for these ideals

we hold in common. é Trump is doing ever mustido eveggythmgwecann t o ¢
to strengthen them. This is t-BBmvotrue test of our patrioti

As conservative author David Frum state s, the new Trumpian GOP seems, in effect, to ha te democracy because,
ashewrites:0 The Republican pranr ttyh ahta sc aan 6pg | aptrfeov ai | i Whed bBighly c r at i
commi tted parties believe strongly in things that they <ca
beliefs, they give up on democracy. 6 T h imake vosing ashhard ast he G
possible, to kick people off voter rolls, to gerrymander, to appoint ideologues to the Courts, to blow up all

institutional norms in Congress: t he new GOP has a twisted agenda, and th
Democractyoilsedprotected, i t &8s tamamobueticallyh twistedt elrd Triémpocrdch: iTlee i s
Corruption of the American Republic, David Frum persuasively clarifies the nature of the whole litany of

shenanigans going on right now, thanks to Trump and his Cabinet and the members of Congress who are trying to

rationalize and hide this far -reaching malfeasance. Right now, dissent is most patriotic!

A Collateral Overview - Economics for a Sustainable World

John Fowles once trenchantly made it clear how necessary it is for capitalist economic systems to auspiciously

adapt as rapid change occurs. In The Aristos , he succinctly wrote, 06 Capi tali sm contains the
transform ation. Anditis hi gh ti me it started tHewasuhinkingrofesuch thijgsas hareshe ds . 6
injustices and inequities, spiritually bankrupt excessive materialism, wastefulness and myopic ecological harms

Perhaps oOsolidarity economicsdé6 is an idea whoseexprebsprteat has ¢
the World Social Forum 2015 that "another world is possible". Applying this concept to economics, the idea

posits that it is possible to organize economies around fairer principles that are markedly different from those

that characterize glob al capitalism today.

Stunningly, more than 40 percent of jobs in many industries are likely to be eliminated in the next 20 years due

to technological advances in automati on, artificial intelligence, and the use of robots and othe r labor -reducing

practic es. To deal with the extremely destabilizing impacts of this transformation , former Greek finance

minister and professor Yanis Varoufakis suggests that governments need to enact serious redistributive

policies. One good way they could do this, says the e conomist, is to put 10% of all future issues of shares into a
ocommon wel fare fundd6é, which would be owned by the peopl e
be paid to every citizen. This idea, remarkably, is consistent with a global wealth tax recommended by Thomas

Piketty in his incisive tome, Capital in the Twenty -FirstCentury. 6 Let 6 s gi ve serious consider

To accomplish greater good goals, we need to fol low the advice reflected in a  handwritten protest sign seen at a
Wo me n d s : MAAKE AMERICA THINK AGAIN !

Truly, Tiffany Twain
Hannibal, MO.
August 21, 2019 Contact at SaveTruffulaTrees@hotmail.com



Visionary Insights

August 21, 2019

This essay is included in this published version #51 of ~ See Clearly in place of Intelligent Precautionary Principles
Enunciated, which had been included in all previous versions. The wise understandings in  Intelligent Precautionary
Principles Enunciated are an important positive adjunct to the ideas in See Clearly, so they are included herein by
this reference. They can be found linked to the Home Page in the Earth Man ifesto online, and are a core inclusion
in Common Sense Revivald Book One of the Earth Manifesto

These writings in the Twelve Books of the Earth Manifesto contain some marvelously entertaining and illuminating
stories, with a breadth and scope that explores an extraordina ry range of ideas. The recipes contained in this
manifesto are alone worth the time spent reading these essays , for | am an excellent cook with a hearty
appreciation of delicious flavors and healthy eating. See Clearly is by far the most political of my writings, of
necessity, for it addresses issues that intimately affect all our lives, and all of humanity in the future, and the

fate of all life on Eart h.

0Ci vi |l i z atatedetweenseducation and catastrophe. Let us learn the truth and spread it as far and
wide as our circumstances allow. For the truth is the greatest weapon we ha
--- A poignant and provocative point articulated in 1920 by H.G. Wells

0John Steinbeck and ©6Doc6 Ed Ricketts had debated and ar
famous voyage on the Sea of Cortez in 1940. One conclusion they reached  was that seeing things clearly and with

keen insight is a prerequisite to 6 br e ak i n g to urderstandingséhat are fuller and more holistic. John
Steinbeck saw humankind as ©6a cheandr pi lodr iemad,t hso nloe Iaell
important to see things whole, and to work purposefully to change the way things are, fo r the better. o

| am a strong believer in the power of a positive and compelling narrative, and reasonably accurate worldviews,

and think that the clarity of such stories could help inspire movements to champion causes that advance the
common good. Surely true narratives are superior to false ones, and it is real concerning that our social and
political beliefs are being so skewed by propaganda , partisan spin and micro-targeted manipulative messages on
social media. Distorted propaganda can be all too effec  tive in manufacturing consent, giving undeserved power to
swindling and deceitful politicians and other puppets of the ruling class. Such propaganda serves to throw open
the protective walls to our freedom loving idealistic appreciation of truer fairness in our society -- and to allow
ruthless leaders to have an easier time taking advantage take unfair advantage of the people.

Perceptive folks say that i f you want t ats; if lya rwgneé to shangee o n e &
someone®s hemastory. Leenheltell yohh dozens of stories fi and pardon me for including a plethora of
facts and persuasive evidence, seeing beyond their propens

Sometimesanideadevel ops this qual i toy bynowmrm i &s n@s tai a keisnsdidaaideas c h or
are ones that are generally better understood and remembered than run -of -the -mill conceptions. They achieve

this status by relating a good story that is simple, unexpected, concrete, credible , engaging, emotionally impactful

and maybe even inspirational . The stickier an idea is, the more likely it will be able to make people care, and thus

tohave a | asting i mpact by actually changing peoplebds opir
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0sti cki nes s d6rheiTipping Paint, bl €hkip and Dan Heath adapted the idea in their illuminating book,
Made to Stick . The Heath brothers emphasized the importance of clearly identifying core ideas in all attempts
to set forth positive plans and transformative messages.

A core understanding in  See Clearly is that extreme foresight -deficient short -termism is a form of exi stential
insanity. Foresight is perhaps our most important human capability, for it gives us the ability to improve the
prospects for truly saving ourselves , and for redeeming ourselves . | imagine Prometheus, the pre -Olympian
Titan deity of forethought i n Greek mythology, looking down on us today in disgusted disapproval of our
compulsive behaviors and irresponsible scheming leaders.

John Fowles wrote in his thought -provoking book The Aristos that money has become a towering idol in our

minds inour capital i st materialistic world. 0 Mwd d emmorue tiharesweé I|he
owe allow obsessions to drive them; and there is no doubt which has been the great driving obsession of the last

one hundred and fifty wearsnotl tbeisagmomgewerédsMour ti me. 6

Religious folks reading the Bible might wonder why God got so angry at the worship of idols, and with anti -
christian irreligious behaviors, and with rich people who were going to have a hell of a hard time getting into a
Christian heaven, on account of the way they treat poor people and neighbors and strangers.

Mark Twain decried o0lies, damned |lies and statisticso6é, and
obscured in our minds due to the agitated ascendance of cartoon -like beliefs and biases. The great writer and

philosopher concluded his thought -provoking essay Corn Pone Opinions with an observation about Public Opinion:

0lt is held in reverence. It settles everything. Some th

Conservative ideologies like those inspired by the radical libertarian Ayn Rand make one think of perspectives
written in crayon, for they tend to be one-dimensional, juvenile, self -referential, titanical ly simple-minded and
poisonously prejudiced against larger humanitarian understanding and community social cohesion.

A far, far, far more accurate and enlightened view of the world is communicated in this Earth Manifesto,
though it has yet to have had a minuscule fraction of the impact of the boasting bloviating bullying maniacally
Twittering Trumpst er. Itis time for this excessive  imbalance to radically change.

The Bottom Line

We Americans should rise up as one and demand that our congressional representatives hold to account those in
the current administration who are treacherously violating the primary purpose of the U.S. Constitution fi
which is to prevent despotically inclined and illegitimately unfair  rulers from seizing power and abusing it i n the
service of doing the bidding of wealthy people, thereby putting the health , safety and collective well -being of
the people -- and our national security -- at unnecessarily grave risk.

The whole litany of thes e violations of propriety is outrageous, as spelled out in sweeping detail throughout  See
Clearly, and, curiously, these things vastly exceed the relative pittance of complaints that our colonial ancestors
bemoaned in the Declaration of Independence as rea sons for cutting ties with the British Empire.

The devil is in the details, as they say, and the details of the despotic abuses of power going on right now in the

USA are extraordinarily damning, damning from the standpoint of legal, ethical, social, envir onmental and moral
considerations. When anyone honestly examines a big picture summary of the details of this extremely unfair
assault on Right Action, they should be motivated to seek common cause with all wronged people and demand
revolutionary changes in our leadership and corporate governance.

The influence of blaring megaphones lavishly financed by Big Money is overwhelming in our society today. Rich
people have succeeded in getting huge tax cuts for themselves as a top policy priority, and they are preventing
higher tax rates on all annual earnings on incomes above $250,000. The vote on this plank would be 98 to 2 in
favor of those who would be helped by more progressive tax plans, yet the top 2% of taxpayers continue to get

away with imposing regre ssive Tax Cut scams on the populace, as they have since Ronald Reagan reduced the top
tax rate by an astonishing 60%.
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When Republicans rammed through their massive debt -financed economy stimulating tax cut in late 2017, t  hey
designed it in ways virtually ¢ ertain to make inequality much worse. A U.N. expert noted in an official report
that the tax | aw was driven by a-made toanbxenigg inequaldyt... Itdseeeng ms

driven by contempt, and sometimes even hatred, for the poor, alo

ng with a déwinner takes all/l

The American people must fight hard for a fairer national agenda, because those who are opposed to a

progressive restructuring of our economy and  more inclusive
and fie rcely committed to protecting the status quo and the rigge
influence work tirelessly to crush those who oppose their hegemo

A Titanic Issue

Climate scientists are prophetic seers of future con ditions

politics are powerful, obstinate, = uncompromising
d establishment. These abusers of power and
ny over the masses.

for life on Earth, and they confirm our worst

suspicions, inconveniently telling us we are irreversibly altering climate conditions everywhere around the globe.
They explain exactly how these outcomes are being caused by our  unrestrained burning o f fossil fuels and rash
efforts by timber interests to chop down of huge tracts of tropical and temperate forests. They further make

it clear that these changes are causing storms and temperatures

to become more extreme, destabilizing normal

precipitation patterns and causing both worse floods in many areas and more severe droughts in many others.
They also tell us how these activiti es are making wildfires more intense and widespread, and causing glaciers

and icecaps to melt, altering the gaseous composit ion of

the atmosphere, changing the temperature and

chemical composition of the oceans, and causing sea levels to rise.  And they warn us about the unfolding dire
consequences for us and for life on Earth  associated with these changes.

In November 2017, fi f t een t housand sci
which they predicted that we
dramatic steps to alter our dangerous trajectory.

enti sts from 184 countries

t

(o]

0

face oOoOwidespread misery and

Faced with the daunting challenges of what to do about the aggregate activities that are destabilizing the

global c¢climate, the worst pos

sible plan for the USAYets t

that is what Trump Republicans have done by pulling the U.S. out of the Paris climate accords. As Bill McKibben

observes, ol t was as shamel es

s atheroaumtrg that pradgcesimore aanbon thane ¢ e n t

any other announcing that it was now the only country on earth not willing to make even a modest international

commi t ment to solving climate

Since the U.S. has spewed more of the climate -destabilizing
other country every year for the last 200 years , it is mora

change. 6

greenhouse gases into the atmosphere than any
lly wrong for Republican politicians and business

leaders to arrogantly, unjustly and belligerently oppose taking responsible remedial steps to prevent the

resulting irreparable harms. W e should rightly be paying large

sums of money into a Green Fund to compensate

those who are adversely affected by the resulti ng catastrophic damages that are taking place as extreme

weather strikes and temperatures climb and sea levels rise.

The fact that these harms will prove to be irreversible in the timeframe of human history makes it especially
wrong to allow polluter profits to be given higher priority than the future well -being of humanity and life on
Earth. It is an ultimate wrong to allow corpora te entitiesto seize privilege s to foist so much externalized cost

onto everyone in the future.

In December 2009, 100 prominent business leaders put a full

-page ad in the New York Times urging President

Obama and Congress to pass effective laws and regulat ions to prevent anthropogenic climate change. The ad

insightfully read: ol f we f ai
irreversible consequences for

| to act now, it i s scienti

humanity and the planeto.

Catastrophic and irreversible co nsequences! Ten years later, we are in the ominously advancing stages of a
global climate emergency. And h er e @ealivenrhayworld of cause and effect.

Greenhouse gas warming in the northern latitudes of the Arctic

is taking place twice as f ast as the warming

elsewhere on Mother Earth.  This causes reflective white sea ice to melt, an annual melting that is taking place

o

F
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earlier in the year than ever before in human history, ominously amplifying climate -disrupting feedback loops.

As energeticrays of t he sun i mpinge on the exposed wine dark sea,
waters to warm. Early summer sea surface temperatures right now are a stunning 9 degrees warmer than usual

in the Arctic. This in turn is causing the melting of v ast regions of frozen permafrost i which covers an
estimated 24% of all exposed | and in the Northern Hemisphere. When frozen permafrost thaws, microbes are

activated and they flourish, converting organic matter into methane gas and carbon dioxide. Methan e is a super
greenhouse gas that traps heat much more effectively than carbon dioxide, and both of these gases are

dangerously accumulating in the atmosphere right now.  This thaw is taking place 70 years earlier than climate

scientists had been predicting . And enormous wildfires are raging in drying out peatlands in Alaska and Siberia.

These double whammy feedback loops are releasing more heat energy into the climate system, speeding up the
advent of global warming and agitating El Nifio and La Nifia, and destabilizing the jet stream and causing
disturbing perturbations in the cold spinning Polar Vortex. These fundamental changes in ecological conditions
rashly upset the providential balance of normal temperatures and patterns of precipitation around the g lobe.

Stunningly, four of the 100 business leaders who signed the full -page ad in the New York Times in 2009 were
Donald Trump and Ivanka, Junior and Eric Trump. It is unconscionable f  or them to have known that failing to
act will cause catastrophic an d irreversible consequences for humanity, and to have then chosen to pander to
fossil fuel corporations and rich conservatives to gain power. They have parley ed this treacherous collaboration
into profit, power and hegemony over the best interests of the people, thereby committing outrage s against
true fairness, decency, ecological sanity and intelligent action. It is grotesquely self -serving and mercenary,
revealing how r adically irresponsible the Trump family is, in pushing their authority -abusing agenda. This is the
height of a tragic lack of mindfulness, or worse, of contemptuous greed -driven self -centered anthro pocentric
hubris, a glaring lack of honesty and humility, and a sad nadir of sane being.

An African proverbcit ed at the bottom of the 2009 ad readdfyouwdnf you
to go far, go together. o The Tr ump fasksflrigh cdnses/atived andt t ed t
politically involved evangelical fundamentalists and a  deceived political base. This is a Tragedy of the Commons

outcome that prevents us from going together , in unity, for ignominiously base motives.

Consequential ethics passes judgment that knowing how harmful the consequences  will be, and then usurping and

abusing power for political support and selfish advantages and crony profiteering is pretty much evil incarnate.

This gives mere con man huckstersabadname! | t 6 s al | but unbelievabl e what dept
politicians will go to, to get mo ney and power.

We have a vital need for strong and eminently responsible leadership to address the unfolding climate
emergency, and we must chart a new course toward saving ourselves. We need to take effective steps to stave
off the worst scenarios of inc alculably costly and deadly impacts that the status quo represents. Wisely
adaptive change must come, accompanied by powerful incentives to facilitate it. We need revolutions in human
perception and understanding, and in every arena of the economy, espec ially including clean energy,
transportation, forestry, agriculture, animal husbandry, healthcare, construction, the media, Internet
communications, and the military -industrial -congressional complex.

As a creative gal, | have enjoyed specializing in good design. As El i zabet h Warren says, 0
t hat . &hese&leas in One Dozen Big Initiatives to Positively  Transform Our Societies.

Letds mobilize like we did when we committed our nation t
visionary inspiration similar to that exhibited by our leaders when the United States spent the equivalent of

$100 billion o n the Marshall Plan in the aftermath of World War Il, with a laudable goal of helping millions of

people in war-devastated Western Europe. Right now we need a far -reaching Green New Deal that helps deal

with the climate crisis and rectify the great inequities and risks inherent in growing extremes of inequality and

climate injustices. Let ds t hink big!

One consequential outcome of intensifying climate instability is that it dramatically increases the likelihood of
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conflicts between peoples, causing dangerous spikes in the number s of desperate refugees from  droughts,
floods, failed crops, economic despair, failing states, depleted resources, natural d isasters and internecine wars.
Right-wing conservatives who deny climate change are diabolically using hyped -up anti-immigrant sent iments to
strengthen their grips on power in many nations worldwide, and this is both wrong and contrary to the best
interests of society.

The American people have despised despotism ever since colonial days, and though the megaphones are blaring in
rationalization of demagogic authority -abusing rule, a majority of people in our liberty -loving republic s ee
through the hyper-manipulative deceits and political ¢ orruption and swindles and cronyism and mind-numbing
distractions, and recognize that we are like frogs in a pot of water being brought to a poaching simmer, with all

too many fools cheering on the scheming tribal leaders. This is anothe r form of a Tragedy of the Commons.

Foreign Interference in Our Elections

Our Founders loved liberty and hated despotic abuses of power, and it is pathologically wrong for partisan
politicians today to give higher priority to narrow Party advantages  than t o election security or honestly fairer
representation of the  best interests of the  populace, or loyalty to the general welfare of people in our country.

I n Ayn Randds m o Thel Foematnteedd, Howarce Roark defiantly bucks established precedents,

prompting the architecture school ds dean to say, OMy dear
the point. The point is, who wi |l | stop me?6 This questio
be the crucial questionof t he human future. 6 Who will st op-beinre saboteur

The greatest good for the largest number over the longest period of time is a vastly more rational, sensible and

intelli gent goal than maximized profits  for the few in the short r un. The overall quality of life should be
improved, and strong respect should be given to those who see that it is ultimately wrong to push anti -choice
policies that serve to maximize the quantity of babies to be born, no matter what the circumstances.

Donal d Trumpds job as president s h oButl i subceeddd in gaineng powes enlyt a |l |
by dividing people, with the help of rich people and lavishly funded distorting propaganda broadcast by
oconservative mediad omhbetdecki KEulFokxweetws , t hat mani pul a
prejudices. Unity threatens his illegitimate rule; this is why he welcomed hacked information by WikiLeaks

being used by Russians to divide the American people by micro -targeting unsuspecting fo Iks on social media,

amplifying resentments, spreading conspiracy theories, promoting fears and stoking racial biases. Trump seems

to enjoy nothing more than dividing our country based on race, religion, gender, sexual ori entation and
immigration status.  Co-conspiring operatives in his campaign and administration are complicit in this  effort,

along with his enablers in Congress, and they are acting as puppets to the ruling class and corporate entities and

autocrats in foreign nations.

Mayor Pete Buttigieg directed a statement to sitting Republican congressmen during a presidential debate in

late July, saying: 0 é i f vy otechingathiseat harae, and you are a Republican member of Congress, consider

the fact that when the sun sets on your career, and they are writing your story -- of all the good and bad things

you did -- the thing you will be remembered for is whether in this moment, with this president , you found the
courage to stand up to him or you continued to put party o

OMoscow Mitcho6é McConnell has bl ocked all efforts to -prote
attacks by pro -Trump Russian operati ves, or by any other foreign nation trying to interfere in our elections. His

actions clearly demonstrate that he is unpatriotic, as he demonstrates in his fealty to an overarching goal of

triumphing through skullduggery to give him and wealthy conservati  ves and corrupt Trump Rep ublicans the

ability to continue abusing domineering executive, congressional and judicial power over the people. He values

this unwarranted and socially harmful ability much more highly than common good goals and honorable Americ an

values like honesty, integrity , fairness and reasonably expansive concepts of liberty and justice for all.

Letds throw the cunning cheating puppet politicians out
Donald Trump, Mike Pence, Mitch McConne I, Lindsey Graham, Ted Cruz, Jim Jordan and Devin Nunes.
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ONot a puppepp e tnd,tTrump, snarbng threateningly, though he has been coming across more and
more like an angry spoiled child suffering from  Malignant Narcissistic Character Disorde r. The rude outcomes
of his deceitful anti -democratic and thuggish behaviors are wide-ranging, far reaching and unco nscionably
detrimental to ten s of millions of Americans alive right now, and to countless numbers of people in fu ture
generations who wil be affected even more consequenti al liyeversisly t he
unfolds.

Shania Twain sings about innocent flirtations, crooning ou
much too busy with the g udgfisitely doesindi appriva af the guys beBindtthe Guotain

who commit broad ly offensive and detrimental acts against ethical Right Action, financed by Dark Money, and

who distort Right Understanding to get away with these outrages against decency and huma nity.

Racism Persists

The editorial board of the Baltimore Sun, a city fixture since 1837, joined a wave of Maryland residents and

leaders condemning Trump tweetsthat cal | ed Rep. El idiasht rE.ctCuammirnagts 6and r oder
where o0mad hwomd d waThd scathing pieceyvwhich drew responses across the world and which the
Sun expects wildl hel p break records in readership and su

accuses the president of dlepdmd ilmigg odttende arfo sar ggcumodantosnéa agai
American congressman who represents a district that happens to have a 55% majority of black people.

The Editorial staff at the Baltimore Sun newspaper took strong exception to the inflammatory rhetor ical
attacks that Trump made against Baltimore in late July 2019, and they didnot mi nce wor ds. 0OBett e
few rats than to be odeelaredinttshheadlieed i t or i al staff

dtds not hard to see whatos goingaobhhbenein Thescpngsiedsn
Trump sees attacking African American members of Congress as good politics, as it both warms the cockles of

the white supremacists who |l ove him and causes sO many
President Trump bad -mout hed Balti more in order to make a point that
we l | run, 6 which, o fii unless yos are fing Wit wll the owercrowding, squalor, cages and

deprivation to be found in whatthe Depa r t ment of Homel and Secqeaneryals roemne ntnlsyp e

ticking time bomb. &

Notably, Elijah Cummings serves as Chair of the House Oversight Committee, which leads investigations into
T r u mpliditsactivities and crooked finances. It is a vital Constitutional duty for House committees, and the
legislative branch of government in general, to exercise oversight and enforce accountability on abusers of
power in the executive branch.  Trump always tries to defend himself from his manifest culp abilities by
vindictively attacking others, mercilessly employing ranks of lawyers and co -conspirators and enlisting brain -
washed supporters and treachery -committing loyalists.

Senator Chris Murphy of Connect iimdandifyinggimcdsm,sagrevedled yeuagaindoyl by T
his acerbic tweet attacks against  Elijah Cummings and the city of Baltimore, that he decided to quit following

the Trump Twitter feed, saying: 0l 6m unfoll owi regbedatse Pr es
his feed is the most hate -filled, racist, and demeaning of the 200+ | follow, and it regularly ruins my day to
readit. So | dm | ust going to stlophéar tTihlay de n o ugroaogde ceavielr.y on

followers to join Senat or Murphy, and free your mind of the Demagogue -in-Chi ef 6s dar kly comp
manipulative e motion-agitating psycho -madness. Free yourself from the staining negativi ty, urgent distractions
and all the perverse perspectives and preposterous distortionsa  nd lies.

Populism and White Nationalism

Democratic fairness is a common good. Itis  consistent with social cohesion, the general welfare and a more
perfect union. Populism can be marvelous as a grassroots movement to inspire and enable courageous efforts to
buck authority and rectify injustices and derail despotism. In distinct contrast, rabbl e-rousing right -wing
populism manifests a false-prophet patina of rectitude that cunningly manipulates prejudices and hijacks
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emotions and exploits fears and scapeg oats immigrants. Despots and rich conservatives take zealous advantage
of such ruses to co -opt passions that should rightly be channeled into more widely beneficial common causes.

Poor white folks, betrayed and impoverished by their white supremacist ov erlords, want desperately to have
someoneto be superior to, to pay forward the injustices to, si nce nothing so elevates a
a factory worker on reliefédéd, as Silntcl@GandtLevippasatiBeanedaV ¢
race, any race, on whi ch h ereallyarasent the justiceswthey have Heensubjectett i t e s
to, like a dearth of fair educational and work opportunities, and unaffordably expensive health care, and being

made to suffer the indigniti es of being victims of a cruel fate. It is thus supremely ironic that they have

chosen to fall for appeals by Donald Trump to vote for him despite his villainous racially -exploitive tactics, and

for them to continue to support this most dangerous con man in U.S. history, race-baiting betrayer of public

trust and wreaker of havoc.

In unity, We the Peoplewould embrace neighborly attitudes of Golden Rule respect and cross-cultural tolerance,
and enjoy a much more auspicious atmosphere of amity. And the 99% of Americans would come together behind
fairness -championing leaders to rein in the predations and cunning swindles of the top 1%. Together, we could
rapidly put a halt to all the kowtowing to the wealthiest capitalist masters, and to the unaffordable generosity
of the public allowing them to get away with their anti-egalitarian, harm-engendering and repressive agenda.

Think about the Tea Party. The Koch billionaires and their rich  -persons network cunningly riled up populists to
support their wealthy peoplebds agenda s oonTheyfcd-apted pBpulsts i den't
passions and channeled them into fervent support for an agenda that was broadly detrimental to the populists
themselves, seizing the opportunity to fool millions of Americans into vocally protesting against expanded

healthcare during congressional recesses in the hot summ er of 2009. Protestors spouted some absurd talking -

point propaganda about o0death panels6é6 and social i sm, and
expanded health insurance, Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act.

0The Tea Party waismgtea happr dshsei aun tof the power of a wealt!l

populist instincts and undifferentiated rage at the countr
outcomes of the rich A and even to stir demands by citizens fortherep eal of their own healthec
Rabble-r ousi ng demagoguery is effective because it is an easy
and to rile them up and provoke their prejudices. Authoritarian swagger appeals to  blind followers of authority

fig ures and their instincts toward tribal affiliation and obedience to alpha males. These folks are gullibly

susceptible to propaganda that claims the mantle of being patriotic , even when it betrays the foundational
principles of democracy and the ethical un derpinnings of the values for which our democratic repu  blic stands.
Patriotism is ntdus t the last refuge of scoundrels  but one of the first subterfuges of treacherous demagogues.

Right-wing populism achieves its goals by taking shrewd advantage of human nature. It is our evolutionary
propensity to affiliate with tribal group sagai nst t hosye oiup s aGhis ufdature of human nature is
today becoming an adaptation -hindering instinct thatis  antithetical to the greater good.

There is a cynical circular strategy of America First nationalism, seeking to gain power by scaring people about
amped up dangers posed by immigrants, and then reducing foreign assistance to unstable countries from which
people are fleeing because leaders in those places are failing to provide their people with opportunity and
safety . This strategy myopically creates new surges of desperate immigrants that reinforce increasingly
strident calls by demagogues scapegoating immigrants and demanding that walls be built and money be
appropriated to build harsh detention centers to discourage  the flows of desp erate people, and insisting that
seekers of refuge and asylum be criminalized

George Shult z, Ronal d stke sagsa nupsneesist@ powe mae US. foréign aid into Central
America i notcutitoff A if he wants to reduce the number of people trying to cross the southern border. In
a July 2019 Op -Ed published in the Wall Street Journal titled Make Central Ame rica Great Again, Shultz wrote
that illegal immigration from the Northern Triangle of El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras is understandable.

ol f you were there, Aliens oftenocaniedor theeegon@nic ogpartunities in the U.S., and
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many times are fleeing crime and violence. President Trump has urged the three countries to stop this illegal
mi grati on, but it is doubtful t hat t heyHisBaundeadvitehwas faraup aci t vy
leaders to address the real causes of t his humanitarian crisis, not just to r ashly and uncompassionately
exacerbate the problems by cutting off aid to these countries and ruthlessly treating desperate immigrants like
threatening criminals.

A Big Picture serious problem with white nationalism is that it violates the great positive social cohesion -
inducing and fairness -oriented principle of reciprocity, as embodied in the Golden Rule. It does so cruelly when

it succeeds by perpetuating discrimination against oppressed groups in orde r to ossify in place a ruthless
hegemony of wealthy puppet masters and their collaborators over the masses. White nationalists favor
perpetuating a disadvantaging of the majority of Americans, and especially of blacks and Hispanics and
disdained poor people. This discrimination is notably focused against people who have already been given
extreme ly short shrift in our society -- against folks who have suffered mightily at the hands of prejudice -
exploiting and emotion -hijacking white supremacists.  Unfortu nately, this form of fundamentalism, given excess
power by the NRA, opposes even sensible steps in addressing the lethal epidemic of gun violence that so
threatens public safety in the USA today.

00One belief is that violence iitsy caauds gdu shtyi ce 6d e fwihe Beteerso fSt mw
Angelsof Our Nature. I n extraordinary contrast, oviolence is often c
at | east as they are conceived in the mindtersilof the perpetr

Human survival is by definition the moral good for our species. We may not be likely to drive ourselves to

eternal extinction in the next 100 years, but how will we survive a thousand, or ten thousand? These spans of

time are a mere instant in th e incomprehensibly long eons of geologic time. We have been recklessly hacking

away at the branches and roots of the tree of life, and have already contributed to wiping out an estimated 60%

of the populations of all mammals, birds, reptiles, frogs and am  phibians -- since 1970! -- according to shocking
information summarized in the World Wildlife Fundds bienni

Perhaps it wondt shalkinherihttee Eantk, dut thosen a microbes!

The world is in a catastrophically risky sp ot right now, partly because Trump Republicans are throwing obstacles
in the necessary path toward remedial measures. They are waging ruthless assaults on the environment - all
for the purposes o f maximizing short -term profits and funneling most of them into the pockets of the few.
Since taking office, Trump and his Cabinet appointees fi like disgraced former EPA Chief Scott Pruitt and his
replacement, former coal lobbyist Andrew Wheeler fi have been attempting to rollback, delay and weaken
environmental p rotections that have been in place for decades. These safeguards were designed to keep our air

and water safe, protect ecosystems and prevent the destabilization of the global climate . These operatives are
engaging in excessively heedless activities by damaging habitats and building in zones vulnerable to flooding, and
overfishing the seas, and failing to take steps to ensure that our home planet remains habitable, and stoking

tribal fights with others, and obtusely opposing more generous funding for fami ly planning programs.

Let us stop failing to see the forest for the trees. There is a powerfully determinative Population Connection
between the global ecological challenges we face and the overwhelming needs and greed of a human population
that is approa ching an unsustainable total of 8 billion persons within five years or so.

Big Ideas for Rebuilding American Democracy

Elections have far -reaching consequences, and it is crucial for fairness in a democracy to drive up voter turnout
to defeat divide -and-conquer tactics and make elections about what kind of people we want to be, and what kind
of future we want to create.

We Americans share many values, and serious damage is done and vulnerabilities heighten when power abusers
are not held accountable for tra mpling on them, and on civil rights.

Trump, while complaining about the Mueller probe, falsely told a room full of teenagers at the Turning Point
USA Teen Student Action Summit that  the Constitution gives him "the right to do whatever | want." Note --
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IT DOES NOT. No one is above the law.

We need to save democracy itself. =~ American democracy is under threat, and the majority of the people must

win back power and make some big reforms to save it. 0St e
2020-t hat s obvious. Step two is-befowmahgddesrtban themné
oDemocracyo6 is a big issue. E a r | Forethre Paopleé Act, which mgludes many Ho u s €
common sense reforms like campaign finance limits, improving election security, and expanding the right to vote

and the easetodoitt This was a good first step. Letds demand that

| et 6 le gith how to build on this.

Bill Mc Ki bben makes astute observat i Baliess HasitleiHtmam Game Beguag e 6 i
to Play Itself Out, making it clear that humanity is seriously off kilter and may discover that it is terminally

risky to live too high on the hog. McKibben writes that the worst possible plan with respect to our impacts on

altering the global climate would be not just to throw obstacles in the way of dealing rationally with the

accelerating costs of the climate cri  sis by sowing doubt on the reality and causes and consequences of the

crisis, but also to try to  squash remedial action in every other country on earth. This is a terribly shameful

irony of the fossil fuel industryodsatycorrupt hegemony over

A month after James Hansends startling clarion call testim
war mi ng, OExxonds public affairs manager recommended i n a
uncertaintydo i rdatatdbaut cemate eharigé. f Thas began the most consequential lie in human

hi story. 6 So wr i Fater. Bi | | Mc Ki bben in

OWithin a year, Exxon, Chevron, Shell, Amoco and others |
Gl obal Cli mat ec ooradiintaitoen, b ubstioness participation in the in
changebod, l aunching humanity on a track of <c¢limate deni al

fossil fuels or global actions to do anything about climate cha nge. These Merchants of Doubt even hired

| awyers who had propped up the tobacco industry against t

catapult the propaganda.

Disinformation campaigns by fossil fuel industries about c | i mat e ¢ h aendgaet oarrye doeplray sé6, acco
environment al writer Alex Steffens. He was referring to
make money off unsustainabl e, unj ust s prepassessed délays irt thkkeng me a n t

necessary climate action will prove to be unbelievably costly,

Koch Industries continues to rake in huge profits from fossil fuels while imposing costs and harms on the public,
and the Koch network of wealthy people spends hundreds of millions of dollars on elections and funding for junk
science seeking to spread doubt about the deleterious impacts an  d threats posed by the climate crisis.

Fossil fuel industry apologists and zealots for excessively irresponsible profiteering apparently believe in their

own dogmatic ideology more strongly than they believe in sciences like physics. Greed-driven corporate

ol ibertarianso | i ke Charl es -govedimebtpmpaghnd& with suchpfererhthattithise i r ant
creating climate risks so severe that they will ¢ ause incalculable, unconscionable damages to the future well -

being of all of humanity and life on earth.

Their top goal is to maximize their own personal profits, and even to do so by engaging in a public debt swindle
that is excessively irresponsible beca use it externalizes huge costs onto people in the future and
simultaneously hyper -stimulates wasteful exploitation of resources by stoking the fires of depletionary
consumerism. This scam is perpetuated to mainly benefit the few, who have no need for the wealth generated.
As wealth is concentrated more and more in the hands of the few, so is power, and this power is reprehensibly
abused to continue this Ub er scam. This is anultimately harsh form of inter -generational treachery that
damages future prospe cts and is ecologically insane. Thisis wrong.

It is crazy to give corporations domineering power , because these organizational tools are designed to maximize
profits by taking excessive advantage of working people and by exploiting natural resources, mindlessly
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depleting them. They strive to externalize large amounts of costs and risks, and abuse the influence of the
money they generate to corrupt our decision -making and pervert our national priorities. Their strategies
include hyper promoting the produ cts they produce and services they off er, bombarding everyone with a
merciless barrage of insidiously persuasive advertising and emotion -hijacking political spi n and propaganda.

Environmental organizations are trying to hold big polluters accountable thro ugh strategic campaigns in the
media, in corporate shareholders' meetings, in the communities they devastate, and in the halls of government.

As one instance, the organization Corporate Accountability publicizes a Corporate Hall of Shame designed to
force corporate entities to pursue more socially responsible courses of action. More must be done.

To Impeach or Not to Impeach, that is the Question

Republicans aggressively impeached President Bill Clinton because he lied about a consensual sexual relationsh ip
with a White House intern.  This was a damaging abuse of Congressional power. In pathetic contrast, Democrats
have been extraordinarily hesitant in initiating impeachment proceedings against Donald Trump that would more
viscerally flesh out more details of his  many violations of laws, propriety and despotic abuses of executive
power, and for his obstruction of justice and his cover -ups of wrongdoing and his thousands of lies. This is a
serious dereliction of the  Constitutional duty Congress has to investigate high crimes and misdemeanors and
protect the American people from corrupt and authoritarian rule.

Itis 0 ne of the core purposes of the U.S. Constit ution to prevent tyranny.  That is why its Framers distributed

power between the executive branch and Congress and the judiciary. Thatds why each of the t
was designed to |imit the powers of the other two. ol n ot
Framers anticipated the possibility of a Donald Trump. Fortunately, they also put in a mechanism to enforce the

Constitution against a president who tries to place himself above the law and to usurp the powers of the other
branches of government. o

Trump is not only trying to usurp man y of the powers of Congress, but he and his Senate collaborators are
stacking the federal judiciary with judges who they expect will pay them back by allowing them to get away with
their wrongdoing and T r u mpidiations of laws, t he Constitution and Right Action.  Under these circumstances,
the Constitution mandates that the House of Representatives undertake an impeachment inquiry and present
evidence of its findings to the Senate.

It may not be the strategically and politically s avvy thing to do , to impeach Donald J. Trump. But in order to
safeguard our democracy and our Constitution , and improve our collective well -being, it is the right thing to do.

Robert Mueller reported in no uncertain terms that Russia interfered in our ele ctions in 2016 o0in a
systematic f ashi omways thahhelded Rdapublicandgoliticians get elected. oOWhat s mor e, Mu
also made clear that the Russians approached the Trump campaign and offered them illicit help, and that the

campaign never reported it to authorities. In fact, they welcomed the help of a hostile foreign power,
encouraged it, planned for it, and built a campaign around it. And then they |lied over and o
Mueller also stated that threats of fo  reign interference in our elections remain imminent. 00Over the cour s

my car eer , O0dubhrei nsgt atteesdt i mony to the House Judiciary Committ
our democracy. The Russian government's effort to interfere in our elec tion is among the most serious."

Nonet hel ess, the unprincipled O06Moscow Mitché McConnel |l h a:
Senate that would help secure our elections. McConnellcal | s hi msel f o0the grim retpero
election security as well as Big Money campaign financing abuses and democracy reforms and other progressive

efforts to  alter the way our political system is rigged against the majority of the people.

Mc Connel l &8s coll eagues i nasetl laerepo8 e¢hatacordirmed ¢he eontlusign thate | eur
democracy remains vulnerable to Russian medd! ing unless we make significant changes to our election security.
But Mc Connel | stands against protecting our d-e by otlee r paoply spi

disadvantaged by being disenfranchised by the excessive influence of Big Money and giant corporate entities in
our national decision making, law writing and setting of national priorities.
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Robert Mueller also made it clear that his report did not exonerate the president. Far fromit. As Mueller said
in his prosecutorial words A 0 The presi dent wa sAntwhen askedifuThupm tcauld beécharged
with a crime after he left office Muel | er si mpMugller alsoi sttongly Ydefended his investigation,
refuting Trumpds devious characawirticathomt @famd shiworki di cu
all a oOhoax6 t hedttohBluhsnswina When tasked Abeut this, Mueller simply answered: 01t i s not
witch hunt. 6 And, O0OAbsolutely, it was not a hoax. ¢

Mueller made it clear that this isn't just about past events, it's about the present, and about elections coming

up. TheRussi ans are stildl interfering, odoing it as we sit h
We have underplayed to a certain extent t hat aspect of 0
ef forts c outerm dacdhage to theUngt ed St ates that we need to move quic

And yet Trump sai d just last month that if he were to be offered dirt on his opponent by a foreign power aga  in,
he6d probably take it. I t ke ehenthreatdf fera reign imiex ferente serioysly. wThe | not
fact that he still welcomes it, in  the words of Robert Mueller, meansdo pr obl emati c i s an under st

Trumpds | oyalty hess t bafimnhdiasgai, fnot thd country or the majority of Americans.

0 And tvéariaetwasashared by those close st to him in the 2016 election -- a willingness to put money ahead of
patriotism and ethics. That is disloyalty to country. Strong words, but justified given what Mueller found, and
what we all see each and every day. o6

House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jerry Nadl er says hi s

i mpeachment 6. A fair appraisal of t he f ac tthwuglinidpolidcallyd e nc e
risky . After all, Trump did welcome the he Ip of WikiLeaks and Russian operatives to win the 2016 election, and

he made continuous efforts to interfere with the investigation that followed, as seen in his sustained attacks

against the Mueller investigation anhd hhiinstl éearalrya,ct Briummés o
are much worse than behaviors that led House Republicans to impeach Bill Clinton 20 years ago.

Whil e President Clinton |ied about a sexual af fair with a
theRussians, 6 observed a Ne RresdenhQiirgon did not engage m anywhere near the amount

of consequential lies, attempts to obstruct justice or financial conflicts of interest as Donald Trump has. 0OThi s
guy is a |iar, hedenkbgen ousinmg cthhéhi msesifd and he doesndt
at heart. The Mueller report is only a piece of it. I'tés the culminationdé, observed an

Bill Clinton did not so blatantly violate the  constitutional oath t o faithfully execute the office of President of

the United States oOand, to the best of his ability, preser
St at eTsump seems to daily disdain and disregard his constitutional duty to take care that the laws of the
United States be faithfully execut edresuledhinmisude @and Abuse ofdhis g a g e d
high office, and, for self -protection or other reasons of personal interest, has (1) impaired and impeded the due

and proper admin istration of justice and the conduct of lawful inquiries; and (2) undermined confidence in and

the authority of the | egislative, executive and judicial b

Articles of Impeachment have been drafted in the House of Representative s, and they reveal the sufficient
grounds for this way of seeing the current hyper  -partisan political situation. Every concerned citizen and
responsible member of Congress should evaluate the facts , independent of strategic political calculations
involved, and make an informed decision about whether a formal impeachment inquiry is merited.

Presidenti al candidate and climate activist Tom Steyer po
the challenges facing our country isn't our differences, bu t our broken politics. Until we get rid of the

corrupting influence of corporate money on our democracy,
our economy more just and fair, or make health care afford

Kudos to the Wise The odore Roosevelt

Theodore Roosevelt said in a speech in 1907 that omal ef a
causing much financial stress and widespread hardship around the world in the Panic of 1907. He decried rich
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persons who abused powerby trying to o0discredit the policy of the Gov
of that policy, so that they may enjoy unmolested the fruits of their own evil -doing. 6

Roosevel't c o the lash sixeydars we hame shown that there is no individual and no corporation so

powerful that he or it stands above the possibility of punishment under the law. Our aim is to try to do

something effective; our purpose is to stamp out the evil; we shall seek to find the most effective device for

this purpose; and we shall then use it, whether the device can be found in existing law or must be supplied by

new legislation. Moreover, when we thus take action against the wealth which works iniquity, we are acting in

the interest of every man of property who acts decently and fairly by his fell

OExperience has shown that it is necessary to exercise a
business use of those vast fortunes, chiefly corporate, which are invariably used in inter -state bus iness. When

the Constitution was created, none of the conditions of modern business existed. They are wholly new and we

must create new agencies to deal effectively with them. There is no objection in the minds of this people to any

man's earning any amount of money if he does it honestly and fairly, if he gets it as the result of special skill

and enterprise, as a reward of ample service actually rendered. But there is a growing determination that no

man shall amass a great fortune by special privilege , by chicanery and wrong -doing, so far as it is in the power of
legislationto prevent; and t hat a fortune, however amassed, shall/l not

Echoing with resonance down through t hbasti gugre rTahtei oodnosr,e tRhoec

added the observation, 0There i s unf orfcoduntmynaeh whio geem to aceeptt ai n r
the view that unless a man can be proved guilty of some particular crime he shall be counted a good citizen, no
matterhowi nf amous the | ife he has | ed, no matter how perniciou

0 Ma mgn of large wealth have been guilty of conduct which from the moral standpoint is criminal, and their

misdeeds are to a peculiar degree reprehensible, be cause those committing them have no excuse of want, of
poverty, of weakness and ignorance to offer as partial ato
never have a chance of getting into Christian heaven because of their unchristian beha viors.

Theodore Roosevelt also stated, OMen must be judged with
work they h#&wastt dodwadod 112 years from Rooseveltds 1907 s|
judged harshly for their failure to do work clearly needed to rein in corporate abuses of power, and to address

the costs and growing risks and threats of climate change. And their profound failure to make our society

healthier and fairer and safer and happier and more secure, and to pro tect ecosystems and public lands, and to

ensure a more sustainable future. Having rendered this due judgment, and seeing that these politicians are

refusing to stop pushing their backwards agenda or alter their illegitimate actions, voters must join toget  her in

common cause and ignore all the lavishly financed demagogic propaganda, and throw the bums out of office.

A media genius named Sam McClure assembled a group of investigative journalists who electrified the country

at the beginning of the 20th centur y by exposing the plundering of America.  Theodore Roosevelt cracked down
on those responsible, the "malefactors of great wealth”, and progressives at the time promoted the middle -
class dream -- what r eally made America great. According to historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, Roosevelt needed
"a seismic shift in national consciousness" to succeed in accomplishing this change, and he needed the media and
clear -seeing outspoken journalists and commendable muckraking writers to help produce it.

Truly, Tiffany  Twain
Hannibal, MO.
August 21, 2019
Contact at SaveTruffulaTrees@hotmail.com



Belated | ntroduction o What the Hell Is Going On?

April 2018, m ost recently updated on June 12 , 2019

We the People could create a dramatically fairer and more secure society by demanding that our representatives

and leaders act more consistently with the needs of the people and the underpinnings of the common good. Itis

our moral obligation to do this, and to do so  in ways most likely to be sustainable and more probably propitious to
our descendants in future generations. The main barrier to achieving this more salubrious state of affairs is the

deep corruption in our corporate -dominated economy and in our hyper -partisan politics. The simple fact of the
matter is that the narrow vested interests of the wealthiest 1% of Americans are radically over -represented,
and the more expansive interests, well -being and security of the other 99% are  under-represented and betray ed.

We could easily chart positive new smarter and healthier and more secure and sustainable courses of action. We
simply need to adopt the recommendations set forth in See Clearly, starting with a  Bill of Rights for Future
Generations, for overarching gu idance. We should also give much greater respect to  Intelligent Precautionary
Principles, and put into effect One Dozen Big Initiatives to Positively Transform Our Societies, and adopt some
of the provisions identified in the online Progressive Agenda for a More Sane Humanity. Make no mistake about
all these things. The fixes required are difficult only because of the extent to which the political status quo is

corrupt, and these good remedies are rooted in much more fair ~ -minded representation of all cons tituencies.

The USA today is one of the most unequal societies in world history. To understand what has happened to create

this retrogressive imbalance, we must recognize all the ways that a corrupt crony capitalist con job has been
perpetuated on the Ame rican people for many decades. See The Con Goes On: A Triumphant Coup by Crooked
Conniving Crony Capitalists for the sensational details of this manipulative and exploitive swindle.

This highly inequitable and inauspicious state of affairs has been ach  ieved through a suspicious smattering of
grotesquely anti -egalitarian methods used to cement the status quo in place. | urge readers to understand more
clearly these shrewd schemes that rich people use to maximize their fortunes at the expense of the mass es, as
spelled out in my online essay Thirteen Main Methods Used to Increasingly Concentrate Wealth and Power. These
ideas are a prelude to many propitious recommendations for farsighted ethical and common sense right actions.

These wealth -concentrating s chemes have been made more unfair by the main planks of the Reagan Revolution.
First, Ronald Reagan deprived workers of rights to collectively bargain for a better deal. He started by firing

11,000 air traffic controllers who had gone on strike for bette r treatment.  Then he acted to make radically
regressive changes in taxation to mainly benefit the top 1%, and irresponsibly indulged in excessive amounts of
deficit financing while engaging in efforts to ramp up military spending to create bigger opportun ities for huge
profits to be made on weapons and Cold War activities. H e also reduced regulations on banks, savings -and-loan
associations and giant corporations, and eviscerated measures designed to constrain their risk -taking and hold
them accountable, a nd took steps to scale back enforcement of antitrust laws, leading to an era of corporate
consolidation. Fast forward several decades , and with the 2 016 national elections, a electoral coup took place
that is ma king all these schemes worse. Check out the details of how this illegitimate outcome came about, and

its serious implications, in Demagoguery and the Dangers of the Demise of Democracy.

Al so see my morphing introspection i nt oMyMauntrk, RT vgahitn dosr

eWr torn
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for a compelling perspective on related issues, and give close consideration to the real interesting insights
contained in Amazing Disgrace, which give greater context to the ideas herein. Providentially, all the essays in
See Clearly contain auspicious proposals for intelligent ways for us to remedy the tragic fix in which we find
ourselves. All these understandings help us to better see what is wrong with our economic and politic al systems.
These undesirable aspects of our nation 86 s  ghangceeare summarized in Assessment: The Top Ten Ways the
System is Unfairly Rigged (find it on the Earth Manifesto website). And to understand more clearly how rich
folks are going about satisfying their main goals and see abundantly clear ly how negatively these shrewd

strategies affect humanity, check out The Fourteen Worst Ways t hat Powerful People Abuse Power .

A Brilliant Examination

The Sun and the Moon and planet Earth came into perfect alignment on August 21, 2017, and tens of millions of
Americans witnessed this phenomenon in a @path of totality ¢ as the 70 -mile wide shadow of the Sun -eclipsing
Moon sped across the North American co ntinent from the coast of Oregon to the Atlantic shore of South
Carolina. Let this awe -inspiring celestial symmetry serve as a symbol of the shared destiny of all humankind on
our revolving terrestrial orb. And let this presciently predicted confirmation of scientific understanding of
reality represent a growing awareness that scientific experts are the true prophets of modern times, and that

they should be heeded. In particular, let us be guided by the increasingly urgent existential warnings that
scientists are giving us about the dangers and exceedingly costly ramifications of our failures to reduce the
colossal quantities of greenhouses gases that we are spewing into the atmosphere. Meanwhile, our emissaries
are chopping down vast swaths of forests t hat would otherwise be propitiously absorbing carbon dioxide. The
crucial understandings in my online essay Climate Change Consideration, Carrying Capacity and Ecological
Overshoot are included herein by this reference.

In ancient Athens more than 25 cent uries ago, the wise lawgiver Solon was given power to mediate between the
rich and the poor at a juncture in history when the disparity of fortune between the few and the many had
become so extreme that revolutionary fervor threatened to violently overthro w the establishment. The rich
were jealously protective of their wealth and power, so they were preparing to crush the brewing rebellion with
despotic force. The unrest back then was particularly intense because the poor found their status getting
worse every year, with leaders betraying them and  corrupt courts deciding most issues against them. The great
philosophical historians Will and Ariel Durant tell this compellingly relevant story in The Lessons of History:

"Good sense prevailed; moderate elements secured the election of Solon, a businessman of aristocratic
lineage, to the supreme archonship. He devalued the currency, thereby easing the burden of all debtors
(though he himself was a creditor); he reduced all personal debts, and ended impr isonment for debt; he
canceled arrears for taxes and mortgage interest; he established a graduated income tax that made the

rich pay at a rate twelve times that required of the poor; he reorganized the courts on a more popular basis;

and he arranged th at the sons of those who had died in war for Athens should be brought up and educated at
the government's expense. The rich protested that his measures were outright confiscation; the radicals
complained that he had not redivided the land; but within a ge  neration, almost all agreed that his reforms
had saved Athens from revolution."

The road to salvation is clear. Yet in the USA today, inequality and injustices have reached such dangerous

extremes that tinderbox conditions prevail in the land of the free. The billionaire entrepreneur Nick Hanauer
makes it clear how risky this state of affairs is, in his incisive article The Pitchforks Are Coming ... For Us
Plutocrats. He makes an astute critique of deceitful trickle -down dogmas, pointing out that the U. S. "is rapidly

becoming less a capitalist society and more a feudal society. Unless our policies change dramatically, the middle
class will disappear, and we will be back to late 18th -century France. Before the revolution." He goes on to add,
ol f wétddo something to fix the glaring inequities in this

The smart alternative, of course, is to take effective and courageous steps to significantly reduce the huge

disparities in opportunities, economic sec urity and overall experienced well -being between wealthy people and

the masses. The great writer John Steinbeck and his philo
during their famous voyage on the Sea of Cortez in 1940, and they articulate d valuably holistic worldviews while



27

afloat and at anchor in this spectacular arid island region. | appreciate the conclusion they reached that seeing
things clearly and with keen i nsight i s a prneoreehgligtic si t e
understandings. Think about the philosophic Steinbeck s v i shhuvommandkfi nd as ©0a creatur e
heaven-bound pil gri mo, and his b e Iseareling fombetterhuederstandingslandi nsgeing t a n c e

things whole and work ing with coura ge and honor to change the way things are, to make them better.

We have an economic and political system that is increasingly a winner -takes-all game, even when the ruthless
winners have usurped power by broadly illegitimate means, cheating and  lying and discriminating and threatening
future well -being. And even though they are despotically abusing the power they have grabbed with brash
fervor. This state of affairs is sad and tragically consequential.

Some sort of useful social action should be one of the obligations of each and every citizen, and individual
contributions should be combined with a systemic restructuring of our national incentives and disincentives and
our political system to assure more positive outcomes for humanity. We shoul d all strive to minimize the
adverse effects we have on others, in true accord with the ethos of reciprocity embodied in the Golden Rule,

and we should also responsibly contribute to helping achieve goals that are broadly consistent with the greater
good. Wealthy people should be required to contribute much more to help achieve common good goals.

Thomas Paine, in his persuasive January 1776 pamphlet Common Sense,launched a powerful salvo of criticism

against the colonial system and the despotic abuses o f power that so rankled the three million people who lived

in the thirteen American colonies. Seeing the pathetic abuses of the people in America by King George Il and

his British government, Paine poignantly observed, 6t hese ar e ti mes Itsh.adt tTroyd anye, n dnse nsdos
being sever ely tried once again, and women as usual are having their souls tried even more challengingly.

George Washington soberly obser vEunmaontsensed Whokaed Rapowésfphn

the minds of many meno. It did so by igniting popul ar di saffec
colonists to a belief in the causes of independence, fairer political representation, expanded liberties, solidarity
and broadened pr osper.i tigtentlyfoLtleeseauses dgaimiaday! mor e i ns

Thomas Paine noted that freedom can be dangerous in the hands of the poor, due to ignorance, just as it can be
dangerous in the hands of the rich, due to abuses of influence. This is why he advocated public education as a
way to overcome ignorance, along with a robust representative democracy strong enough to prevent corruption.

Both liberty and equality are important to the common good. To the extent that these two ideals conflict, we
should wisely strive to establish the fairest balance between them, keeping the best interests of a maximum
number of people in mind. Liberties should be protected by assuring openness in our societies and the freedom

of speech and religio n for every person , and by establishing laws that guarantee a maximum amount of economic
self -determination and individual rights for all. And equality should be guaranteed especially with regard to
fairness of opportunity and political representation for every individual, along with equal trea tment for
everyone under the law. Persistent efforts by retrogressive leaders that serve to bring about more extreme
inequalities are anathema in a democratic society, and they should be opposed and reversed.

Letds be honest and s tgainbigeictureaunderstamdingd. & ia anluyacceptableddevelopment

for the American people to have been subjected to an electoral coup by deceitful demagogues who oppose fair -
mindedness, true social justice, ecological sanity, expansive human rights, imp roved legal justice, a more
progressive tax system, fairer national priorities focused on fostering improved social cohesion, Fair Elections,

and better initiatives to protect public health. Letds d
and better accountability, greater openness, improved online privacy, Internet neutrality, more constraints on

monopoly power, and smarter planning for courses of action that are more sustainable. We should rightly

expect more honesty and less ideology in la wmaking -- and in judicial decision -making.

Here is a startling gauge of how corrupt our pol itical system is, due to partisan gerrymandering and the rest of
the long litany of ways that Republicans have managed to abuse influence to gain domineering powe r. Not only
did Hillary Clinton get almost 3 million more votes than Donald Trump, but Republican candidates for seats in

the House of Representatives got less than half of the vote nationwide, but won 55% of the races, giving them a
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domineering 241 to 19 4 seat advantage from 2017 to 2019. This wa s an example of corruption incarnate!

The costs of NOT seeing clearly are rapidly mounting, rather ominously, as millions of Americans subserviently

acquiesce to the predations of giant corporations, or fall for the ridiculous rationalizations that are shrewdly

propagated by uncompromising ideological stalwarts who are contributing mightily to high levels of debt and

unnecessary hardships, insecurity, suffering, grief and desperation for countless numbers of peopl e, along with
environmental despoliation and accelerated extinctions of specie s of | i f e on Bpeorlitelh . This is

Earth Manifesto Proclamation

A specter haunts humanity, a specter of ecological short  -termism and of riskily extreme irresponsibility. These
mindlessly heedless expediencies will have harsh consequences for people in the future, and many irreversible
impacts on the biosphere and on the survival prospects of most species of life on Earth. This colossal folly is
exacerbated by foolhardy fi nancial short -termism in which our leaders are mortgaging the future by piling on
debt in order to give more tax cuts to wealthy people. Many rich people, in turn, are really busy abusing the
influence of their Big Money to get these tax cuts, which they do not need.

It is an utterly wrongheaded top national priority to rape and pillage so, and it is a false economy for Republican
leaders to treat our home planet like the target of a hostile  takeover by a vulture capitalist private equity firm,
selling off all the assets and mercilessly stiffing employees and other stakeholders in order to make quick
windfall profits, to the severe detriment of the greater good. A nd to further unconscionably act to stoke the
fires of consumerism, rashly waste resources, pollute the commons, damage public assets and refuse to act to
mitigate collateral climate disruptions. These a ctivities are not only far too  short -t erm oriented, but will result
in huge long-term costs that will include dangerous levels of stupidly -incurred interest expense obligations along
with the undermining of the prospects for prosperity, securi ty and well-being of people in future generations.

This specter t hat haunts nations worldwide is the amoral impulse of poorly managed capitalism, featuring, as it

does, an overly aggressive oppression of working people . This specter was a principal reason that the political

economist Karl Marx declared that people who  labor for a living should unite to achieve a fairer deal, and to gain

improved benefits in the conflict between domineering capitalist elites (the bourgeoisie) and urban and rural

working people (the proletariat). His famous slogan, articulated in the yea r 1848, was OWorkers, ¢
Uni te!d Joining together, wor ki colgctiyely orplbetter deali ivitted, thpyo we r t
are weak pawns against ruthless capitalist profiteers, who rake in the spoils.

Conservatives want more li ke-minded right -wing Supreme Court Justices to help achieve their goals, undermine
collective bargaining rights of working people and pr event protestors from gaining
Peopl ed. Gnindealriess rhowfeeeri, almost certainly would work out better for all.

In the year 1776, the philosophic Scottish economist Adam Smith wrote the veritable manifesto of capitalism,

The Wealth of Nations. | n it he famously asserted that ainterastinfree si bl e

market economic activities. By the year 1848, it had become obvious that there were far -reaching social ills

associated with industrialization and oppression in the class struggle between capitalists and workers. So Karl

Marx and the social philosopher Friedrich Engels launched their Communist Manifesto, wi t h t he i dea t

spectre is haunting Europed. This spectre was communi s m,

society is the hi st o-rofyoppoessorsdnditbesoppsessedu gg!l es 6

The Age of Reason has not be en repealed merely because the Know Nothing Party of Trump and  operatives like
the disgraced Scott Pruitt and the turncoat Ryan Zinke have wielded ruthless power. But sure enough, a
pitched battle of unreason and treacherous irresponsibility is being wage d against the clean energy revolution
and sensible actio ns to protect the environment.  And sustained ideological attacks are being made against
progressive planning efforts , even though they represent our best hope of averting increasingly extreme
weather events and an unfolding severe destabilization of  storm, temperature and rainfall patterns worldwide.

The original Know Nothing Party was a nativist American political party in the 1850s that was xenophobic and
hostile to immigrants and Catholics. It start ed ori ginally as a secret society, a
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were to reply 061 know nothingd when asked about its speci
common name, 6 according to Wi kipedia. snokbiissincricalt mattersy, huh?
Huckleberry Finn, in Further Adventures, observed: 61 seen how itds possible to take
what ever shape you want, and see them another way entirely

Inequ ality and Its Discontents

It is becoming increasingly clear that Donald Trump has deceived most of the American people with his

outrageously false assertions. In the thought -provoking book What 6s t he Mat t ethe imisiieh Kan
journalist and historian Thomas Frank provides a stunning explanation of how and why many people are goaded
into supporting the economic agenda of billionaires rather than their own self -interest -- or that of their

children and people in future generations. A better un derstanding of these issues could be broadly beneficial
for all Americans; it could even energize hopes of creating a healthier, fairer and more sustainable society.

The two political parties in our political duopoly system have contributed to causing ine quality to reach levels
that are historically extreme, and this is getting worse. The insightful billionaire entrepreneur Nick Hanauer
provided readers with sensational understandings ab out risks in allowing this to continue in his article titled The
Pitchforks Are Coming ... For Us Plutocrats. He makes a compelling point after pointing out that  the U.S. today
"is rapidly becoming less a capitalist society and more a feudal society. Unless our policies change dramatically,
the middle class will disappear , and we will be back to late 18th -century France. Before the revolution.”

Heconcl udes: 0 T h e about ssing inequality is lowtcdmipletely unnecessary and self -defeating it

is. If we do something about it, if we adjust our policies in the way that, say, Franklin D. Roosevelt did during

the Great Depression -- so that we help the 99 percent and preempt the crazies and revolutionaries, the ones

with the pitchforks --t hat wi | | be the best thing possi btlteatf owe dilsl rda <
withourlives; i t 6s t hat weol | most certainly get even richer. "

Hanauer once made the compelling observation in a blog that, from the point of view of the average Republican
voter, othe |l ast 35 year s havteghabemesedit.aBeahiss ihydpu agera,working d ort hei r
middle-class white Republican-l eani ng man, your party has completely and t

0They screwed you by holding down the mini mum wage.
They screwed you by almost completely eliminating overtim e pay.

They screwed the union that used to defend your interests.

The screwed you out of the pension on which the middle -class once retired.

They screwed you a thousand ways on trade, and exported your job.

They screwed you on tax policy by lowering taxes  on the rich.

They screwed you on infrastructure and education investment.

They screwed you by deregulating the banks.

They screwed you out of your home during the housing bubble and subsequent collapse.

They screwed you on health care costs.

They screwed y ou on the cost of college and on student debt.

They screwed you (and sent your kidst o di e) in the I raq war. o

To compound these betrayal s, we are now faced with a historic choice between a virtuous economic cycle and a
vicious cycle, as made clear in the excellent documentary film Inequality for All , which concerned the character
and ideas of Professor Robert Reich.  With the proverbial pit chforks poised to come out, Republicans are taking
deviously determined steps in the wrong direction -- toward making things worse and less fair for the majority

of Americans. They are duplicitously acting as if they have gotten a mandate to enrich the ri ch after
pretending to care about the disaffected working class. Throw the rascal out of office!

Only two outcomes are probable -- Solon-wise reforms that reduce tensions by making bigger investments in
what are effectively smart social insurance policies , or repressive measures to defend the scurrilous outrages
inherent in the rigged status quo and in the perpetuation of excessively anti -egalitarian rule.
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Little -known fact: Mark Twain acted as a champion of labor organizing when he praised the smart stra tegies
used by steamboat pilots in forming a labor union back in the Gilded Age o f the 1880s, as told in Life on the
Mississippi. Notably, the pilots won their wage demands from steamboat owners. Mark Twain also criticized
the exploitation of working peo ple during the Gilded Age in his clever novel A Connecticut Yankee in King
Ar t hur 6 sandde caltet for "a new deal" Eleanor Roosevelt said that this was her husband's favorite book
by Mark Twain, and this is why Franklin Roosevelt named his Depression-era safety net programs the New Deal.

Today, our country appears to have returned to the greedy and conspicuously materialistic values and profound
inequalities of the Gilded Age that Mark Twain wrote about, and financial elites and giant corporations  and Dark
Money operatives have succeeded in rigging our system in such ridiculously unfair ways that we are in dire need

of another "New Deal". This better deal must be a much more honestly fair one for working people, and for the

99% of Americans who are being adversely affected by the control of our country by wealthy elites. In order
to fix the plight in which the American people currently find themselves, we need honest leaders who are not
overly beholden to moneyed interests.  Instead, we have been s old a bhill of goods by a man who is a billionaire
real estate tycoon, and who has acted much more like a carnival barker and a demagogic charlatan than an
honest and honorable leader. (The new New Deal we need needs to be green!)

One thing is certain that  bodes ill for working people in the USA. Their best interests will be under continued
assault by Republican politicians, who wi || continue to tr
reciting a deceitful mantra of "jobs, jobs, jobs". They will continue to abuse the power of their positions by

passing laws that will undermine collective bargaining rights of working people and reduce their influence in

being able to get a fairer deal from their employers. This writing on the wall revea Is that workers will continue

to be disempowered and disenfranchised so that corporate America will be able to maximize profits more and

more and more -- and wealthy people will be able to accelerate the rate at which they are increasing the

concentration of wealth in the avaricious hands of the few, at great peril for all.

The French economist Thomas Piketty, who wrote  Capital in the Twenty -First Century several years ago, is
intensely concerned with issues of wealth and income inequality . He emphasizes themes in this book of his
focused work on the concentration and distribution of wealth around the world over the past 250 years, and he
provocatively points out that the ra te of return on capital in  developed countries has persistently exceeded the
rate of economic growth, and is highly likely to continue to do so. What this means is that wealth inequality will

get worse in the future.  Piketty makes powerful arguments that this is a consequentially serious and really risky
problem, and he incisively proposes remedial fixes for this increasingly dangerous challenge. He suggests that
governments should implement more pr ogressive taxation plans, and calls for a redistribution of wealth through
a global tax on wealth. Such ideas stand in commendable contrast to the agenda of billionaires who are striving

to impose austerity measures on people in nations worldwide in order to afford more regressi ve changes in
taxation to give th e highest income earners reduced tax rates on the highest levels of their earnings.

Sophisticated new versions of hostile takeovers have come about since the publication of the thought -provoking
book Barbarians at the Gate in 1989, which was about a ruthle ssly contentious leveraged buyout takeover of the
giant cookie conglomerate RJR Nabisco. One ultimate lesson of the whole episode was that it seems to prove
conclusively that excessive greed is not good for society. Ayn Rand devotees, take note!

Today, political barbarians have stormed the gates of our democratic republic, greedy with schemes to further

enrich the rich. The hegemony of their domineering rule is proving to be a mad folly, and disastrous for almost

all Americans, especially including Trump voters. Even the rich and powerful will eventually find out that

extreme inequality is bad for them, since it is causing th
likely to cause the proverbial pitchforks to come out, and either wreak revolutionary discord across the country

or result in harsh repression against those who dare defy the political and corporate masters in our oligarchy.

Yes, these ones right here, who are unempathetically pushing for anti  -progressive policies that will exacerbate

mounting inequities and injustices. Yes, these anti -choice tax -cutting white nationalists gun fanatics.

It is a viscerally valid understanding to see that oOowe ar e
the fundamental values h istorically appreciated by our fore -bearers are being undermined by division,
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propaganda, hyped up antagonisms, and extreme levels of inequities and insecurities.

As Mark Twain once pointedout, 6 You can't depend on your |judagutendf whenu s.06

The Status Quo

Casino capitalism is thriving at a catastrophic cost to the future prospects of human beings on Earth. Influence
peddling and political corruption are allowing corporate entities to dominate decision -making in governments
around the world. Mother Earth is conseq uently being treated like a business in bankruptcy after having been
milked for all that can be gotten from it, before the bubble bursts. Profit -making for shareholders and CEOs
has become the primary goal of almost every decision made by Republican leaders. With this environmen t-
damaging casino capitalist corporatocracy exerting control of so many governments, the risks of widely harmful
outcomes are being radically and irresponsibly increased.

So we are being misled and misguided. The main measure of how the economy is faring is Gross Domestic
Product, but this is a distorted measure that fails to accurately assess true economic well -being. GDP measures
fail to gauge many non -monetary goods, or to include many costs being externalized onto society as a whole.

We would be much wiser to adopt a hew way of measuring economic and social well -being. In the beautiful
Himalayan nation of Bhutan, they have adopted a measure of Gross National Happiness. This concept has often
been explained by its four pillars: good governance, sustainable socio-economic development, the preservation
of cultural values, and environmental conservation. o0 Lat el y the four pillars have been
domains in order to create widespread understanding of GNH and to reflect the holistic range of GNH values.
The nine domains are: psychological well -being, health, education, time use, cultural diversity and resilience,
good governance, community vitality, ecological diversity and resilience, and quality  -of -living standards. National
policies consistent with Gross National Happiness would be much bette r for social cohesion and a sustainable
future than rash policies that risk turmoil and instability by giving financially well -to-do people big debt -
financed tax breaks and forcing tens of mi  llions of others to cope with an increased impetus toward austerity
measures, diminishing social security, less personal safety and more stress and resentments in their lives.

The science of happiness is looking at the qualities and values that make people happy, and some interesting

things are coming to light.  One basic realization is that a significant part o f peopl ebds attitudine
toward being happy or unhappy, t oward manifesting a sunny disposition or a darker one, is essentially a

genetically inherited predisposition toward positive or negative attitudes. Researchers are finding that

circumstances in life generally have a surprisingly small influence. Internat ional happiness research, according

to the 2011 documentary film Happy, reveals that happiness is best achieved, after basic needs are met,

through the pursuit of intrinsic values rather than external ones. Inherently satisfying intrinsic goals include

personal growth and fostering good relationships and community connectedness, while external goals are

focused on more hollow and less satisfying materialistic goals like money, egotistic self -image and social status.
Today, in effect, pnewoaps| hee dadr ewibtehi nnya toebrriaail i sti ¢ messages, m
propaganda and broad distractions from vital values. We are being subjected to unnecessary dissatisfaction,

discord, envy, suspicion, animosity and an over -emphasis on external sources of happiness at the expense of
more important internal sources of satisfaction. And something is seriously awry in the land of the free, when
judged by the proliferation of drugs to combat depression, as well as the opioid epidemic of add iction that
tragically killed an estimated 72,000 people in 2017 alone (more than triple the number in the year 2000).

Millions of people participated in energetic Womends Marc
second year in a row on January 21, 2018. These remarkable civic events occurred on the weekend marking the

anniversary of the first 365 days of Republican control of the White House, the Senate and the House. The

mar ching crowds were | ike a gi ants. KenpusHing strollersi iKKidsdaughing addNo me n
running. Babies and great -grannies. Hugs and laughter. And an oceanofsigns --col or ful , cl ever, cr

The 2018 Womends March demonstrations were desi gnodsot o bui
womends rights, and an end to sexual mi sconduct and haras
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attempt to misconstrue the purposes of these protest marches, the Twitterer -in-Chief sent a hilariously weak
and disingenuous tweet that p athetically proclaimed the occasion of the protests to be a fine one for women to
0get out there now to celebrate the historic milestones
creation that has takenplace over t he | ast 1 2vhabdoervti hosu.sé6 s pH an!! Letds join t
ruefully at the preposterous absurdity of this characterization!

The f act of the matter i swealthhceeation dplaro ;1 aree leinga fput inte dlace by slashing
regulations, facilitating the exploita  tion and depletion of fossil fuel resources and minerals on public lands, and
borrowing huge sums of money to stimulate materialistic consumption and  stoke the artificial creation of wealth

in the short run, while wasting natural resources and eliminating vital protections of the environment.

Any of millions of folks who participated in one of these
Marchers broadly opposed the whole far -right agenda, and expressed a very low opinion of the Narcissist  -in-

Chief, who had not | ong before the occasi o®@nepfthe bestafimargd hi ms
colorful handmade signs seen was one that declared MAKE AMERICA T HINK AGAIN. Thisis a very valuable

sentiment, for H.G. Wells was surely right ,this 0 pr ol i fic prophet and proponent of
short of a nifty turn of phrase, 6 when heOutlieenobHiskogdthatn t he
the human condition was becoming O0more and more a race bet

In an interview with British journalist Piers Morgan, the scheming Trumpster voiced idiotic skepticism about the

climate crisis by trying to confuse people about scientific understandings of the correlation of extreme

weather events to increasing concentra t i ons of greenhouse gases in Earthos atr
of his usual gar bl ed thought processes,|méahhoeks itused ® nohbec ool i n
climate change, it used to be global warming. That wa s m@ tbo welbhedause it was getting too cold all

over the place." That is idiotic and irresponsible spin! Why? Fie on irresponsible rationalizations for excessive
profiteering and climate inaction.

Global warming is a measured rise in the average tempera ture of t he Earth's surface. It  is just one symptom of
global climate change. Climate change refers to the altering of the world's storm, temperature and
precipitation patterns that is being caused by an increase in greenhouse gases in the atmosphere . The culpritin
this geo -historically rapid increase is our profligate bur  ning of huge quantities of oil, co al and natural gas, along
with a reckless excess of chopping down forests. The year 2017 was the warmest year on record, and almost
every year in the 21st Century is among the warmest ever recorded, on average around the globe, according to
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The summer of 2018 was sizzling, with terrible heat
waves like one that caused tens of thousands of people to  be hospitalized in Japan, and ferocious wildfires
flared in many locales around the northern hemisphere. And Europe in the summer of 2019 has baked in spells
of record high heat.

Two of the biggest and most consequential challenges we face inthe  world today are extreme inequality and the

unfolding impacts of climate change. The scale of response needed to begin properly addressing these problems

is epic, so |l etds devise a comprehensive nati onadurinpgthean on
Great Depression , which will be effective in reducing inequalities and begin drawing down carbon dioxide from

the atmosphere. This will constitute a major effort to mitigate both social AND environmental injustices.

Albert Einstein famously used visualized thought experiments as a tool for understanding issues in physics, and
for clearly conveying his concepts to others. In a positive development, Alexandria Ocasio -Cortez in conjunction
with Naomi Klein has created a seven -minute video, titted A Message from the Future, which uses a thought
experiment from the perspective of a future frame to convey hope that we will be able to succeed in taking big

steps to solve big problems like these , and to appreciate the future value of right action

The Ramifications of Stoked Insecurity

Populists on the conservative and far right of the political spectrum often fall for deceitful leaders who
manipulate their emotions to get power -- by peddling Big Lies like the trickle -down theory -- but then betray
the ir gullible followers. These deceit -driven initiatives are good for the richest 1%, but starkly contrary to the
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best interests of almost every one else, primarily because the rich are too foolishly penurious when it comes to
investing in the smart social insurance policies of a healthier populace , a safer infrastructure  and an adequate
safety net. In a true democracy, leaders would honestly represent the best interests of the peop le,
and recognize and respect them, not just strive to give the rich a bigger slice of the economic pie at every turn.

Alan Greenspan said in testimony before the Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee in February
1997: 0 At y p ioo eompensatisnt incraases has been evident for a few years now, and appears to be
mainly the consequence of greater worker insecurity. The willingness of workers in recent years to trade off
smaller increases in wages for greater job security seems to be reasonably well documented. The unanswered
guestion is why this insecurity persisted even as the labor market, by all objective measures, tightened
considerably.” Capitalists then and now seem to have workers almost completely cowed.

Noam Chomskynd st htissk eGr eenspan observation was what H#ftheregar |
workers are more insecure, that's very healthy for the society, because if workers are insecure they won't ask
for higher wages, they won't go on strike, they won't ¢ all for benefits; they'll serve the masters gladly and

passively. And that' s &eringtmaltcomemflabar and pade paliciés nrihe padt few
decades, C h o ms pretafion seamsyaccuratet elere is the age -old two -for -one capitalist scam again,
where benefits accrue to corporate CEOSs, stockholders and rich people -- and working people are left behind.

By crushing collective bargaining rights, big businesses can more easily control their employees, minimize wages
and benefi ts and create increased job insecurity, making it easier for executives to take advantage of workers.

Ideological rationalizations that serve to exacerbate inequalities, inequities and injustices should be roundly
rejected. Similar initiatives supported by apologists for a far right agenda should be exposed when they serve

to perpetuate the retrogressive agenda of hard  -right conservatives, as evaluated at length throughout this
manifesto. Let us give new respect to Thomas Paine, who voiced the honorable p  hilosophy, "My country is the
world, and my religion is to do good." In shocking contrast, the religion of extreme conservatives is not oriented
toward doing good, but to supporting retrogressive politicians and organizations that oppose democratic fair -
mindedness, Golden Rule reciprocity ethics, equitable inclusiveness and sensible protections of the environment.

On-Going Barrage

Mar k Twainds mother J a-n my gkeat ngpetit ogrand@adtheenrire ansunofficial Tiffany Twain
genealogy -- was known for being a sunshiny woman with a cheerful disposition. | can feel this enervating
influence coursing through my genes, so that even in dark days when the world does not seem right, or there is
some physical or existential complaint to annoy me, a hike int o beautiful natural surroundings can free the spirit

of a measure of anxiety, and let appreciation shine through. Life can be a rich, marvelous experience, and it is
best enjoyed when economic and social stresses are not at anti  -egalitarian extremes. Thi s is why one of our top
national goals should be to improve the quality of life for all, and to make successful efforts to reduce economic
insecurities for the masses. This is why social inequities should be reduc ed, and it is why Supreme Court
Justices a nd other judges should NOT make so many decisions in favor of the powerful. And this is why we
should take bold action to prevent extreme weather events from wreaking more damages on people here, there

and everywhere.

Self -proclaimed "truth -teller" Trump declared in August 2016, "We can't fix a rigged system by relying on the

people who rigged it in the first place.” He milked people's populist anger at being left behind, and attacked

Wall Street interest groups in his TV ads and campaign speeches. He pr omi sed to o0drain the s\
he got elected. That assurance has become one of the biggest deceits in all of American political history, now

that Trump has filled the government with establishment bankers, political insiders, conservative billio naires,
alt -right strategists, ideological extremists, anti -environmentalists and brazen shills for fossil fuel industries.
Republicans have used every slick scheme they could imagine except the simplest and fairest plan: appealing to

the American peopl e by honestly representing their best interests and the greater good. The primary objective
of Republican politicians has been to gain overweening power, no matter what scurrilous means may be required.
I't doesnd6t seem to matt er subversive theiritactibabswatedies are agaimst justhvalues.
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This is their overarching goal, no matter how dec eitful the bait -and-switch swindles may be, as evaluated from
the perspective of working people and the hundreds of millions of people whose health, well -being and trust are
being betrayed by these scheming, self -serving, unethical and morally deficient politicos.

This drive to gain power b y any means is an overriding goal of dominion -seeking Strict Father types, as assessed
by insightful linguist George Lakoff, who contrasts the constellation of values and characteristics that typify

Stern Father types to the more responsible constellation of values and characteristics embraced by Nurturant
Parent types. The best course of action for the human family is to be neither too strict nor too permissive, and

to fairly and moderately balance competing forces and marginalize the fundamentalism of ar chetypal proponents
at both extremes of these family metaphor narratives and ideological positions.

What s Goind On?

Angry right -leaning populists have temporarily joined social conservatives and economic elites  -- millionaires and
billionaires -- to hand almost unchecked power to a pathological cabal of uncompromising rulers who are making

it obvious they intend to perpetuate what can be described as the biggest financial swindle in world history.

This swindle has involved irresponsibly borrowing $21 trillion since 1981 to slash taxes mainly for the benefit of

the few. This swindle has been achieved by cutting marginal tax rates on the top levels of earnings. Tax rates

on these highest levels of earnings had been 70% or higher, each and every year f rom 1936 until 1981. But then
Ronald Reagan launched his rash revolution of the rich against working people and the New Deal, and succeeded

in radically slashing this top rate to 28%, and it has never been increased up to even 40% since.

The bottom line n et effect of this scheme has been to dramatically contribute to increasing the net worth of

the richest 1% of Am ericans by something like $30 trillion since 1981, and to burden all taxpayers with this
additional $21 trillion in national debt. This scheme  will make it necessary for all taxpayers in every future year

to pay interest costs on the debt that will dangerously compound, totaling 100% of this obligation every 15 or 20
years, on average (depending on the prevailing levels of interest rates) -- over and over and over and over again.

A bipartisan group of prominent national security experts has declared this huge and irresponsibly high debt to

be one of the biggest t hr e athsthehationa debt reachingisuch ddangeraisiu evelt y .
it is time to take effective steps to rein in this power -abusing scam. Instead, rich and powerful people are
staunchly opposing compromises that would curtail these schemes. They are zealously inte  nt on ramping up this

rip -off by doubling down on t his risk -exacerbating con job. They are spending Big Money to elect politicians who

are highly partisan and will cut their taxes even further, especially for those in the top 1%. And they are

financing this largess by tryingt o cut the social safety net and reduce government spending. This imposition of

new austerity measures on the masses -- i.e., everyone in the 99% -- is stoking inequality, and will most severely

hurt vulnerable people on the bottom rungs of the socio  -economic ladder.

There is a depre ssive economic impact associated with concentrating wealth more narrowly in the hands of the

few, so this action is counterproductive and threatens to bring on a severe debt crisis and economic recession

or depression. This danger is being made worse by o ur leaders taking foolish new risks with their threats to

impose more and more pr ot ecti oni st tariffs and belligerent OAmeric
countries, and with other national policies that will accelerate increases in the national debt

The ideological push for the U.S. government to double down on this financial swindle is a colossal folly. And
this could only be accomplished through brainwashing, oppressing and coercing the people, who are getting more
intensely unhappy about these r uling elites and their greedily selfish, hubris  -stoked priorities. Their goal is, in
effect, to rig our economic and political systems ever more irresponsibly against the general welfare and the
common good. A more sensible goal would be to promote faire r governance and more responsible management.
Instead of ratcheting up debt, we should manage our national affairs with more fiscally responsible common
sense, implementing consensus solutions. It would be much better to  create a rainy day fund to buffer against
adverse developments than to reduce our options by painting ourselves into a desperate corner -- i.e. incurring
spiking amounts of debt for ill -advised purposes. The people of Puerto Rico would concur, for the government
there created a serious d ebt crisis through decades of mismanagement. Then, after Hurricane Maria struck, a
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terrible blow was dealt to the people of Puerto Rico, and they are now in unnecessarily perilous straits.

To improve conditions in the United States, and to thus help ensure a greater degree of common good, we must

sincerely adopt more inclusive goals, and we should understand the best means to achieve them. As Gifford

Pinchot reckoned, the greatest good consists of  reconciling conflicting interests by always seeking solutio  ns

that are focused on achieving 0the greatest good of the gr
by the first director of the U.S. Forest Service after it was created by President Theodore Roosevelt in 1905.

For decades now, too many of our representatives have been seeking to  achieve the greatest good for the few
in the short term.  This shortsighted and inequality -stoking scheme has been perpetrated against the people in
the USA for much too long, and too me rcilessly. And it is intensifying now that a greedy real estate mogul has
seized the reins of power and is waging an incendiary and chaotic shock -and-awe offensive against core values
of democracy and inclusive visions of the greater good. Readers will u  nderstand the many scurrilous facets of
this con job when they evaluate The Con GoesOn: A Triumphant Coup by Crooked Conniving Crony Capitalists.

No matter how loudly and persistently conservatives push deceptive propaganda claiming that tax cuts are a
panacea for what ails us, this alternative reality is a ¢ olossal Big Lie, a ruse that threatens to destabilize human
civilization and wreak havoc on billions of people around the world. Think about this. What is needed is a far -
reaching strategic initiativ e that will significantly reduce the risky inequalities, inequities and injustices that

are stimulating widespread unrest in our country right now. Millions of people would benefit from piecemeal
reforms like higher minimum wages, fairer compensation for overtime work, equal pay for women and men, more
comprehensive healthcare reform, and stronger collective barga  ining rights for working people. B ut what we
really need is bold tax reform that would reward work, not wealth, and make the tax code more progr essive --
that is, more steeply graduated. We should assess a bare minimum top tax rate of 48%, which is still a damn
good deal for the top dogs, compared to the 70% or more that was in effect for every one of the 45 years

before Ronald Reagan cajoled the people into giving him power. And we should more generously fund common
good initiatives, social safety net programs and stronger e  nvironmental protections. W e should balance the
budget, not incessantly exploit the rash  expediency of scam-engendered deficit financing. To really succeed at
implementing such reforms, we need to get Big Money out of politics.

Dateline Tuesday, February 12, 2019

The record high national debt has just roared past $22 trillion and is headed for becoming the highest ever in

our country 8 s h i as ta peroent of GDP. This debt is on track to exceed the previous high incurred in

connection with fighting a world war against fascist aggressors during the 1940s. Today, the rapidly increasing

national debt comes during a relatively heal t hy economy, Osuggesting a structu
country collects in taxe#isfllythdveopw assad thd Tax Cutsdap an rDédcembér 2017

that will force the government to borrow more than an additional $1.5 trillion over a ten -year period , and to

allow most of the proceeds of this public borrowing to be given to the wealthiest 1%. This will force every

taxpayer in every future year to pay interest cost s on this debt, year after year after year after year.

The Congressional Budget Office made it clear in a report last year that this debt dilemma will continue to get
worse as the interest expense on this irresponsibly incurred debt will compound, driving up the debt to even
more dangerous levels and putting extre me pressure on federal spending. This burden imprudently increases
the risk of another financial crisis and recession. The CBO projected t his worsening status, indicating that the
debt is "burgeoning". In the decades ahead, this spiking debt will result in reduced national savings and income,
along with increased pressure to cut other budget priorities due to growing interest costs.  This irresponsibly -
realized imbalance will also limit lawmakers' ability to respond to unplanned events and natural disasters.

Donald Trump had claimed i n  Apr i | 2016 that he intended to eliminate t
y e ar Siven his propensity to radically dis tort the truth, this was merely a deceitful expedient for him, a

claim made to promote his candidacy without a shred of truth to it. His administration has pushed for huge

debt -financed tax cuts, and when t his is combined with significant spending increases for the mil itary and other

things he signed into law, the national debt has been driven up rapidly, not reduced.



36
This Introduction Approaches Conclusion

Aristotle and Epicurus were two of the greatest Greek philosophers of the Classic Age of Athens. Th ey were
commendably concerned with the concept of understanding what truly makes for eudaimonia, or human well-
being and the 0o0good I|ifeod. One of their salient ideas wa

of life is the most valuable an d virtuous of pursuits, for this fosters resilience and allows people to cope well

with inevitable challenges. Tellingly, ancient ethics considered the virtue of character to be strongly linked to

human fl ourishing and t he hirdphUnsctupulgus celf -serving Jeaders vihd showd®es t h e
represent ing our best interests today lack an adequate real commitmentto honesty and true virtue.

The Demagogue-in-Chief won the 2016 presidential election by using a myriad of illegitimate means, but he did

NOT win a mandate to further enrich the rich by scrimping on safety net programs that keep 100 million

Americans from more desperate circumstances. He did NOT win a mandate to stifle free expression, ruthlessly

crush opposition, or abrogate th e personal liberties of the  majority of the American people. He did NOT gain a

mandate to deceive the people, propagate a raft of lies or violate rules of law, or to attack the press and
characterize it as O0the enemy of t heindppermenteemfthe judidiarytlde s ever
did NOT win a mandate to sacrifice public lands and inflict a more rapid Tragedy of the Commons calamity on

wildlife habitats and entire ecosystems.

Trump and his crony capitalist enablers are heedless politicians who are tragically eager to sacrifice the
environmental commons, despite Professor Garrett  Hardin having made it clear back in 1968 how crazy this
compulsion is, and how detrimental to human prospects. Trump did NOT win a mandate to deprive millions of
Ameri cans of medic al insurance or Medicaid . He did NOT win a mandate to appoint a Cabinet of Wall Street
enablers at the expense of folks on Main Street across the USA. He did NOT win a mandate to let greedily
uncompromising billionaires control the economy a nd rashly run up the public debt, or to let climate change
deniers maximize short -term profits by sacrificing longer  -term well -being and security. He did NOT win a
mandate to allow anti -public education reactionaries to undermine public schools and foist bigger debt burdens
on students. He did NO T win a mandate to build a wall on the southern border that the American people would

be forced to pa y for. And he surely did NOT win a mandate to wage rash trade wars that  drive up cost, hurt
farmers , and threaten economic growth -- and are likely to exacerbate social strife and intensify interneci ne
conflicts, and cause an eventual recession rather than sustainable economic good times.

Trump and his cronies have gained pow er by lying and exploiting bait -and-switch strategies, but they will not be
able to sustain this con ga me with impunity, for inevitably  they will be smitten by the outrageous unfairness of
these deceptive and fraudulent con man schemes. Nemesis, the Greek Goddess of Divine Retribution, watches
intently, her long red robes a -flowing and her hypersensitivity to hubris  rattled -- and her irascible ire appears
to be piqued. In 2019, her modern emissaries are likely to finally exact justice for wrongdoing.

Truly, Dr. Tiffany B. Twain

NOTE: Frankly, Dr. Tiffany B. Twainisa nom de plume, just like Mark Twain was a sly pen hame used by Samuel
Langhorne Clemens. How this whole project came about is a long and evolving story, and one that is better left a
mystery than being disclosed in the full scope of more prosaic actual circumstance. See the autobiographical
assertions made in the online Happy Harbingers in Good Ideas for a Better Future for some interesting images.

OWho the Author of this Production i s, is wholly wunneces
IDEAS THEMSELVES, and not the author. Yet it is necessary to say that she is unconnected with any Party,
and under no sort of influence, publicorp ri vate, other than the influence of re

-- Thomas Paine (gender revised)



A Sharp Exposé and Scathing Crit ique of Misquided and Misguiding American Leaders

Dr. Tiffany B. Twain, creator of the Earth Manifesto
June 2017, with updates through July 1, 2019

Please give these clear -eyed Big Picture understandings close consideration.  This is the third of 16  essays in See
Clearly: Sanity During Insane Times. This Book Twelve of this manifesto contains  accurate assessments of all the
ways politicians are looti ng the country, excessively exploiting working people, lying to their constituents,
cheating American citizens, betraying the best interests of the majority, manipulating people by hijacking their
emotions, rashly depleting natural resources, tragically da maging the environmental commons, ridiculously
irresponsibly mortgaging the future, and immorally sabotaging the common good.

In a bona fide liberty -loving democratic republic, the people are protected from being ruled with excessive

ruthlessness by wealt hy dominion-demanding rich people and their organizational tools  -- giant corporations. Or
for that matter, being governed by demagogues in repressive authoritarian regimes, or by religious fanatics. We
the People generally prefer fairer and more honest governance. We want a more broadly inclusive populism in

which we are offered better opportunities and more assured freedoms, and we want greater social justice to

reign from sea to shining sea. We want to live in places where the air is not polluted and the water is not tainted

with toxins, and where a reasonable modicum of environmental justice prevails. We want to be able to enjoy our
lives and liberties and individual pursuits of happiness, and we want a faire  r society that is more inclusive, and
thus enjoys improved social cohesion that makes for greater mutual security and more peaceable coexistence. To
establish these social goods, we must demand that our representatives honestly refocus our national priori ties.

To really improve matters, a more widely sh ared prosperity is needed, and improved security for the populace and

adequate investments in social safety net programs and better protections of the environment. These propitious

conditions are needed at the same time that our leaders are not run ning the country into risky levels of debt by
fraudul ently borrowing trillions of dollars to bribe voter
top 1%. To achieve these common good goals, we need leaders who will respectably champion fair reforms and act

with more honorable ethical integrity, and stop imposing more and more austerity measures on the people in order

to give unconscionably big tax cuts on the highest levels of income and inherita nces to the already wealthy.

A Big Picture Focus

To actualize the greater good, we must be guided by more comprehensive concerns  -- ones that take into account
The Common Good, Properly Understood. Most folks see that the status quo is rigged irresponsi bly against the
vast majority of the people. As a presidential candidate Donald Trump promised to fix this, in a deceitful
assurance that was part of a pathological con job. Instead of taking effective steps to honestly fix things,
conniving Republican politicians stole the 2016 elections through a long litany of illegitimate and deceitful means
and then began imposing an unbelievable number of manipulative schemes and frauds against the pe ople in their
two years of chaotic rule. The so rdid details of th is short -term -oriented infamy are spelled out in these essays.

Our colonial forbearers were outraged at despotic usurpations and abuses of power by King George lll, so they
courageously declared independence from the British monarchy in 1776. Then, twelve years later, delegates
representing the people of the new nati  on ratified a great Constitution that had been hammered out during four
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months of contentious consensus -seeking at the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia the previous summer.
A primary purpose for the creation of this commendably good guidance ino  ur democratic republic was to ensure
that sufficient checks, balances, accountability and safeguards were established in the government to protect
the people from having any future despots or demagogues seize power, usurp it, and blatantly abuse it.

Theseemi nently respectable Founders declared that the gover
use the power of the state, are only justified and lawful when the people who are subject to that political power

give their consent. This theory of ¢ onsent is historically contrasted to the divine right of kings, and was often

invoked as a charge against the legitimacy of colonial empires. Article 21 of the United Nation's Universal

Declaration of Human Rights formally confirmed this ultimate gauge of legitimacy in 1948, stating: "The will of

the people shall be the basis of the authority of government".

We are living in a Bizarro world in which Republican  politician s have abandoned stances that they long stood for,

as Max Boot points out in his comp elling book The Corrosion of Conservatism: Why | Left the Right. Max Boot

is a longtime conservative writer and historian who succinctly states that he has been utterly dismayed since

the 2016 national el ections by wi titepositon am gssue dftdr ssudR e-pgoimd i ¢ a n
from free trade to protectionist, from pro -immigration to nativist, from tough on Russia to appeasing Russia,

from fiscal discipline to fiscal irresponsibility, from de

Lord Acton, a member of the British ~ Parliament in the 1860 s, once famously wrote, 6 Power tends to cor
absolute power corrupts absolut el y 6 . The Found&mesicamdxpermment in gemeceatic governance

understood this basic political truth: this is why they created a Constitution containing effective checks and

balances to prevent corruption, despotism, demagogic abuses of power, self -dealing by politicians a nd taxation

without fair representation. Ever since the Constitution was ra tified, there has been a progressive evolution of

laws, rights and protections that have helped make our democratic republic broadly providential in assuring the

majority of people a fair modicum of liberty, justice and reasonable cause for being able to share in the

American Dream of opportunity, equal treatment and fair dealings under the law.

The truthin Lord Actonds weingdevealadranew hyothe bright light of subpo ena power that the
new majority of Democrats i n the House of Representatives is exert ing to fulfill the implied responsibility given
to them in the Constitution to wield oversight over the Executive Branch and federal agencies. With Democrats
now setting the legislative agenda and hold ing investigative hearings , this means the American people are
starting to see a lot more details of the scandalous rigging, strategic deception, corrupt activities, malfeasance
and conspiratorial cover-ups that many Republican politicians have been scandalously engaged in while they
exerted domineering One Party power in the executive and legislative branches of government for the past two
years. And when many incriminating findings are r evealed through various investigations into wrongdoing by
honesty -deficient, corporate -kowtowing Republican politicians, and into their efforts to obstruct justice,
then the depth of illegitimacy and malfeasance will become much clearer, and a crisis of reckoning will engulf

our public sphere. See Clearly provides good plans for how to deal with this!

The ruling class is waging class warfare against the citizenry, and as a pathetic consequence of the ways the

status quo is rigged, millions of people in the USA and hundreds of millions around the world are being wantonly

endangered and outright harmed . With 6 ceeaer vati ved politi ci thenkdddirg of carporate enl y o
CEOs they have been eviscerating government regulations, causing us to lose sensible safeguards against

influe nce peddling, cost externalizing schemes, environmental damages, roguery, insider trading, illicit money

laundering, and all manner of worse -than-the -mob scams that include criminal tax evasion, violations of campaign

finance laws, Charitable Foundation fr aud, bank and insurance fraud, brazen emoluments improprieties, and

excessive financial leverage that heightens the probability of a recession and more costly bailouts .

It is fanatically misguided for corporate entities to be allowed to exercise domineering power. The two main
legal purposes of corporations are to maximize profits and minimize responsibilities and liabilities of CEOs and
managers and investors. As a result, corporate entities are driven to externalize costs, foisting them onto you
and me -- and onto everyone in the future, to their inevitable eventual hardship and titanic chagrin.
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The Vital Role of Women in Politics

Gender inequities are among the harshest of all injustices ino  ur male dominated society. Martin Luther King  Jr.
once declared that injustice in health care is the most shocking and inhumane of all forms of inequali ty.
Injustices related to health  care, pre -existing conditions and reproductive rights are especially opprobrious to
women, and they are just one aspect of a multitude of gender inequities and harms, including many that are
being exposed by aggrieved women through the #MeToo movement.

Congratulations to the record number of women who won political office i n the 2018 midterm elections! This
achievement was long overdue. While many good women were successful in their election contests, many more
like Stacey Abrams in Georgia were cheated out of power by the GOP political machine. Women have been
broadly de prived of fair representation in the halls of power in our sexist patriarchal republic ever since it
began. This deeply unjust disenfra nchisement of females has enabled significant discrimination against women

in compensation, benefits, job security, a hard-to-break glass ceiling, sexual harassment, violations against both
the dignity and safety of females, and many episodes of domestic violence, i n addition to discrimination based on
race and harsh deprivat ions of reproductive right s. Women of the world, unite! Men, give us greater respect.

Let us philosophize. The legacy we leave to every person in the future is the most consequentially import ant
consideration for us collectively, and we need farsighted guidance from our leaders and institutions to ensure
that aggregate impacts of all our individual choices and activities do not too severely compromise the hopes of

people in future generations t o | i ve in a healthy and sustainabl e worl d.

It is crucially important for humankind to make accurate assessments of the big challenges we face in the world
today so as to identify and implement the best plans for pr opitiously dealing with these existential challenges.
We need our | eaders to more honestly and honorably strive to promote the common good instead of allowing
shrewd opportunists to use divisive propaganda and demagogic deceit to harmfully exploit working people and
consistently favor the interests of corporations over individuals . And we need to find better ways to prevent
the excessive depletion of natural resources and wanton damages to  the environmental commons.

Heref6s the bottom ifeiisnuader furiolhassault,rwihewildtifé beihg driven t oward extinction
and the most providential biological habitats being decimated, sadly including beautiful coral reefs and tropical
rainforests exceptionally rich in biodiversity . And both threatene d species and endangered species are being
sacrificed to hunters, real estate developers, fossil fuel profiteers and zealous exploiters of public lands.

We humans are treating planet Earth like a business in liquidation, converting natural resources to ca sh at
nearly the fastest possible rate. Compounding this insidiously consequential folly, shrewd ruling factions are
making damned sure that ec onomic and political systems continue to be rigged so that the wealth generated and
power are ever more narrowly concentrated in the hands of the few. Th s is being done to the detriment of the
vast majority of the people, with mounting costs and risks being foisted onto the masses, and onto every person

in the future . This tragic scheme is being made worse by lea ders who are rashly running up national debts by
borrowing huge sums of money and ensuring that most of the spoils of this fraudulent burdening of future
taxpayers are given to the same wealthy people who are grabb ing most of the benefits of all these Uber-scams.
This debt stimulates spending in the economy, partially masking the ill effects of increasing inequality and dire
disparities in security and well -being between the fortunate few and the struggling many.

History and the Present

The brilliant design of checks and balances in our government was developed to prevent despotic abuses of
power by making sure that no branch of government could become too powerful. The U.S. Constitution was
created to divide power between the legislative, executive and judicial branches of government, and includes
various limits and controls on the powers of each branch. When one party manages to gain control of all three
branches of government, it allows a culture of corruption to fester, and opportunities for tyra nny to reign.

Ruthlessly shutting opposing political parties out of power is an extraordinaril y detrimental unethical gambit ,
for it is contrary to democratic fairness and personal freedoms. When political power is dominated by a single



4C
political party, it allows greed -driven compulsions to propagate, and protections to be decimated, ambitions to
go unchecked, authority to be usurped and abused, political corruption to proliferate, wealth to be increasingly
concentrated in the hands of the few, and exploi  ters of public lands and mineral resources to proceed full speed
ahead, treacherously externalizing costs, socializing risks and tragically damaging the commons. Such were the
outcomes of Democrats having been shut out of power from January 2107 to Januar y 2019. Treacherous Trump
Republicans have demonized Democrats, to boot, rashly ignoring voices that propose excellent solutions, like a
carbon fee to intelligently and fairly internalize costs currently being externalized onto society, or a better
deal f or working people in place of the current Bad Deal most workers are experiencing. Our leaders must cope
more honestly with big challenges like economic inequalities and climate injustices, and with the unimaginably
dire and costly consequences of an insid iously unfolding greenhouse gas double -glazing of our home planet. We
must come together and demonstrate much greater regard for future well -being and sustainable existence.

Far-reaching corruption in electioneering and governance are currently undermini ng fairer representation of the
people and violating the common good, rendering Republican rule really illegitimate. The GOP political machine
has been formidable in its zealousness for ga ining control and abusing power, and their primary way to achieve

this has been by pandering to rich conservatives and illicitly allowing Big Money to corru pt our elections and
lawmaking. Republican politicians have been ruthless in their  use of hyper -divisive tactics and distorting
propaganda to brainwash its followers, telling them Big Lies and deceiving them and distracting them from big

issues. ow€ervatived politicians ar e thedmearicy peapte thtolge baizand- maj o
switch treachery and their fiscal ly irresponsibl e Tax Cut scam, financed by borrowing trillions  of dollars from

all taxpayer s in every future year . They have engagedinthis 6 casi no c ap i-dtimulus of thedecdmgmy e r
to goose profits and funnel them to the few, and to drive unemployment down while ramping up materialistic
resource depletion and the damaging exploitation of public lands. In this, they are foolishly  sacrificing future
well-being and sustainability to gain short -term advantag es for themselves and their  cronies.

The GOP political m achine has been ruth lessly formidable under Donald Trump. Republicans have demonstrated

they will do anything to win, no matter how unethical and immor al, and no matter how divisive and antithetical to

creating a more perfect union, and contrary to the ge  neral welfare of the American people, and damaging to

domestic tranquility, and undermining of individual and national security, and tragically harmful to the common

good, and insidiously threatening to hoped vfesr ameac wruirn ¢ odtt

These understandings are not d&ake news@. It should be clearly recognized that journalists and investigative
reporters in the free press -- 0t hFeurth Estate 6 -- make the media vitally important to democracy for
informing the public and serving as a check on abuses of power in Congress, the White House, the judiciary and

the corporate world.  Great reporting is coming out of the Washington Post and the New York Ti mes, and on
MSNBC, serving our democratic republic commendably in this moment of unfolding constitutional crisis. In
pathetic contrast, Fox News and conservative talk radio hosts are confusing the national dialogue, giving cover
to abusers of power, ratio nalizing wrongdoing, pushing fake news and Big Lies, whipping up violent rhetoric,
promoting hate, and using divisive tactics to push a far right agenda and the politicization of the judiciary.

The devious master manipulator Donald Trump tells his own narcissistic version of stories, using bizarrely self -
serving and self -aggrandizing spin to impose a twisted and solipsistic narrative on every happenstance. He tells
stories that bitterly attack anyone who criticizes him and tend to be real whoppers A WI TCH HUNT! i FAKE
NEWS!! i and he tries to skew public opinion into a cult -following -like belief syst em in his tall tales and bent
rhetoric. This creates starkly oppositional camps of hosanna -chanting believers and apologists on the one hand,
and outraged folks who see the radical contrast between his dishonest interpretation and fairer and more
expansive visions of reality.

I n our extraordinarily short attention span worl d, Trumpd
gained surprising tract ion, and had terribly tragic effects. He is like a Trojan horse for the few, echoing the
disingenuous, dissembling, deceitful, manipulative and extremely divisive preaching of emotion -manipulating shills

on Fox News, Inc. and ot her conservative media outl ets.
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Since the legitimacy of leaders in our democracy relies on the consent of the governed, and since Republicans
represent only a minority of the people  -- and considering that the 2016 elections involved much devious intrigue
and downright illicit activ ity -- Republican leadership in the White House and the U.S. Senate right now is cast
in the stark light of infamy. It should be acknowledged that most of  the people who supported Trump gave
their consent only after being subjected to an unprecedented bar rage of deceitful, divisive and manipulative
propaganda that hijacked their emotions, goaded their fears, stoked resentments, scapegoated immigrants,
propagated malicious cyber -attack disinformation, promoted a raft of really Big Lies, riled up racial prej udices,
caused hate crimes to spike, and stoked white male nativist nationalist tribalism in millions of individual echo
chambers across the land of the semi-free. And they have indulged in unethically debilitating, anxiety -inducing
and effectively diabolical machinations targ eted to make people believe the Supreme Court should be stacked
with anti -gay and anti-choice Republican judges who just happen to side with giving overridi ng prerogatives to
corporation s and the rich instead of pushing for the best interes ts of the majority

Not only did Republic ans achieve their 2016 election wins through a long litany of illegitimate means rather than
by offering people fairer representat  ion of their best interests and the common good, these scheming hyper
partisan politicians have governed with ruthless unreason. They have double-crossed the American people by
ruling with unrelenting deceit, cunning chicanery, discriminatory zeal, widesp read conflicts of interest, risky
fiscal irresponsibility, contempt for rules of law, e xtreme ecological myopia, un -Jesus-like moral turpitude, many
extremist rulings in legal cases targeted to enable wide  -ranging malfeasance, and an anti -egalitarian agend a that
panders mercilessly to the elite few, with little evidence of honest integrity or caring for the many. And they
have shut down the federal government for a record long period, and declared an illicit national emergency.

From January 2017 to January 2019, the Trump administration a nd the Senate and the House were all run by

narrow majorities of ¢ onservative politicians elected by a minority of the people. And these politicians ruled as

if they had won a landslide mandate to impose a harsh right -wing agenda. In this, they have abused authority

and rashly refused to compromise with representatives of significantly more than half of the people. Given the
illegitimacy of such rule, federal courts are the best hope for the people to be protected from a myriad of

harms and wrongdoing. Unfortunately for all, the foundational independence of the judiciary is being seriously

compromised by Republican politicians right now, for they are stackin g federal courtswith young oconser val
judges for life -long terms who tend to injudic iously favor patriarchal sexismand or i -gehtng soci al engi
and an exploitive economic agenda that helps facilitate corporate corruption and an anti -egalitarian and anti-
environmental and undemocratic crusade against the commongood. Let s demand more mainstre

A Spotlight on the Crucial Role of the Supreme Court

Chief Justice John Roberts has declared that the SupremeCourti s oOapolitical .o oSdalBigr i ght
Lie, as revealed in its partisan ruling to overturn lower court decisions against the broadly corrupting influence

of gerrymandering. The Roberts Court had already betrayed the American people with its Citizens

United ruling in January 2010, which sold our democracy to the highest bidders i rich people and giant
corporations. | n that ruling, the narrow 5 ovesturned restigtions ontcorporatéd o c on s
spending in elections dating back more than 100 years f and they had the brazen effrontery to try to justify

their action by wusing the flimsy assertion that Oi ndepen
appearance of, quid proquo ¢ o r r u p tnithe nine §ears since then, it has become damningly crystal clear that

Big Money is profoundly corrupting our elections and rashly skewing our national policies and priorities.

Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts  had engaged in a revelatory Twitter dispute with Donald Trump in

November 2018 af t er Tr ump t weet éddamabqguwtdgead M&OVvi ng mad e a de
constitutionality of an effort to keep desperate migrants
judges or Trump judges, 6Roberts said in a statement released dmonThank

judges. What we have is an extraordinary group of dedicated judges doing their level best to do equal right to
those appearing beforethem. That i ndependent judiciary is something we ¢
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Trump al most i mmedi ately reacted by tweet from his vacat
Robert s, but you do indeed have 6Obama ¢iniof gievsthathegpeodle t hey
who are charged with t heTha was edllymanidcallptwistedspmlunt ry. 6

Both of these 0eminenc &ebértswaseightpweerdo mead td be thankfyg tortthe judiciary

still being somewhat ind ependent , though Brett Kav an a ungherd step backsvéwadsd c on
because it strengthens domineering rule by the minority party , and many legal cases in our country show that

our criminal justice system treats people better if they are rich and guilty than if they are poor and innocent.

And Trump was also right, our judiciary has indeed become too politicized -- but it is Republican judges that are

the most biased toward enabling abuses of minority power and giving excessive influence and ad  vantages to ric h
people and corporate entities and crony capitalist robber barons and religious fundamentalists.

| appeal to each and every judge in the federal judiciary to really honestly and honorably try to do their fair -

mi nded 0l evel bcenseguentidl gthick ia mipdiamdg Big Picture considerations like those evaluated in

See Clearly. Supreme Court Justices should much more honestly honor the oath of office they have sworn to,

that they owill administer juahdcdowetgbaubtrrgbhpetd tbheppos

Trump has appointed more judges than any president in history, thanks to the machinations of Mitch McConnell

and other Republicans in the U.S. Senate who refused to allow President Obama to fill more than 100 vacancies
on federal courts and one on the Supreme Court. And bi ased O0Trump judgesdé will be
for decades to come, reprehensibly reinforcing the status quo of corporate power, uncompromising extreme
partisanship and impropri eties in campaign financing and voter suppression, along with patriarcha | sexism, racial
discrimination and a general culture of corruption that is spreading like a cancer, corroding the foundations of

our society. Trump judges will tend to make partisan rulings that favor rich people over poor  people, capitalists
over workers , corporations over communities, Republican politicians over Democrats, men over women, white
people over people of color, rigged elections over fair elections, partisan advantage ove r ethical propriety, those
who gerrymander over those disadvantaged by gerrymandering, dishonest propagandists over honest journalists,
fearful citizens against immigrants and asylum seekers, gun rights fanatics over those who support sensible
efforts to r educe gun violence, irresponsible profiteers over common sense protections of public lands and the
environmental commons, evangelical religious zealots over women and gay people, Christians over Muslims and
Jews and agnostics and atheists, an extreme agend a over the general welfare of the people and progressive
national plans, reckless short -termism in letting resource exploiters deplete natural resources instead of
championing conservation, the Republican Party over the Country, and climate crisis deniers over those who
advocate for wise precautionary principles and the greater good and sustainable well -being.

Efforts by Republicans to entrench a right -wing majority on the Supreme Court are targeted to make sure that

the ORoberts Fived majority wildl continue to be able-to ir
to-4 rulings that side with the Few over the Many. I n the biggest scheme of things, Republican politicians want

to have a majority of far right jud ges on the Supreme Court who are most predisposed to  allow Donald Trump to

get away with breaking election laws, violating provisions of the Constitution and rules  of law, and engaging in

intrigue with Russians who used cyber -attacks to help him get elected and destroy our democracy .

This is corruption incarnate! Seeing clearly, the American people should renounce this stacking of federal

court s with Republican part isans. Donald Trump chose Brett Kavanaugh over all other possible nominees because

he is biased toward acting as an enabler of abuses of power rather than as an independent check against

corruption, sex ual mi sconduct, viol ations of fraud,npeliticdls mafeasarice,s , gr
influence peddling and the anti-democratic litany of right -wing Republican agenda priorities.

Kavanaugh is a lifelong Republican partisan who will be decidingpeopl eds fates on the highe
for a generation or two.  He suspiciously happens to be far outside the judicial mainstream in having professed

the belief that courts should show  great deference to the pre sidency, possibly even when power is being used

contrary to the law, ethical norms, fundamental values or ideals espoused in the Constitution itself. He should

not have been confirmed as a Justice because of the fact that he is likely to side with protect ing Trump from
accountability f or his lying, breaking campaign fin ance laws, emoluments profiteering , obstruction of justice,
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cover ups and various power abusing violations of the Constitution. Right now, with so many misdeeds being
uncovered related to the 2016 elections  and Trump administration activities in office , it is the wrong time for
Republicans to have succeeded in appointing a cunning judge to the Supreme Court who will tak e the side of the
Roberts Five in rationalizing, enabling and facilitating much of the egregio  us wrongdoing that is taking place.

The Supreme Court should act as an effective and ethical check against abuses of power. We simply candt
Congress and the President to act morally and constitutionally, since right now the current Administration a nd

rogue Republicans in Congress are acting like functionaries enabling wrongdoing.  So we must choose judges who

will fairly and impartially decide cases in ways that reasonably limit inimical abuses of authority by rich

conservatives and giant corporatio ns and the scheming politicians they have bought. We si mply candt t
Supreme Court right now, and that makes it too illegitimate to accept.

We the People have historically feared attacks from abroad, so it is ironic that we are now experiencing su ch
existentially big threats to our democracy from within. We can no longer tolerate Republican politicians in

Congress abdicating their responsibilities of honestly representing the people and serving as a check against

Trumpdés abuses of power and the permissive reining culture

A Biblical Perspect ive

Since the goal of establishing a government with strong checks and balances that can stand for time immemorial
against both domestic despotism and foreign tyranny is at the very heart of the U.S. Constitution, it is tragic
that our democratic republic , dedicated in founding ideals to serving the common good and the general  welfare ,
has devolved today into an illegitimate state by allowing a demagogue and his co-conspiratorial minions to seize
power and brazenly abuse authority and conspire with foreign autocrats like Putin in Russia, Erdogan in Turkey
and Mohammed bin Salman in Saudi Arabia. This is antithetical to the best interests of all citizens .

According to Proverbs 6:16-19 in the sacred Bible, there are six things the LORD hates, and a seventh that is an
abomination unto Him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked

schemes, feet that are swift in running to evil mischief, a false witness who speaketh lies, and a per son who
sows discord among brothers. In | ight of Donald Trumpds
narcissistic character disorders, the Goddess of Irony grumb les ominously, and sounds of singing reverberate

through our consciousne ss, moving our attention inward and subtly swaying our consciences. Listen! It is the

voice of the marvelously melodious singer-songwriter and activist Holly Near, voicing these evocative lyrics: o]

ain't afraid of your Yahweh | ain't afraid of your Allah I ain't afraid of your Jesus -- I'm afraid of what you

do in the name of your God. 6

Republicans are putting their Party over country by using terribly divisive tactics to succeed in sacrificing the

common good to the monomaniacal pursuit of power, profit and p ersonal advantages in our corrupted crony

capitalist system. In so doing, these politicians are causing excessively myopic and consequentially harmful

impacts. It is no wonder that many folks judge their worse -than-Machi avellian schemeg sads 0a:

Think honestly of the long litany of profoundly corrupt scams and unethical swindles and shrewdly illicit schemes

that oOconservativesd have used Keepiwnhimd thatlmest treligibonssevaagalidalsg r a b
are supporting Trump Re publicans, in an egregious instance of hypocrisy. These politicians have engaged in

almost every possible illegitimate ruse, rather than more genuinely trying to promote the greater good and

improve the general welfare of the people. They have suppressed voting, purged voter rolls, restricted early

voting and made extreme gerrymanders of hundr eds of congressional districts, all to advance their self -interest

and treacherously do the scurrilous bidding of rich people and giant corporate entities. They have refused to

take steps to prevent influence peddling and limit the corrupting effects of Big Money given by donors, often in

secret, to decide elections and rig our laws and pervert our system of justice. They have cheated, repetitiously

told f alsehoods,di vi si vely stoked hot button cultur al i ssues, take
emotionally manipulate them, and engaged in duplicitous smear campaigns, character assassinations and dirty
electioneering tricks.  They have trait orously encouraged Russian cyber -attacks and disinformation campaigns to

help them get elected , and promoted fake news and inimical political conspiracy theories, denied facts and
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expertise to push their short -sighted and corrupt agenda, threatened their 0  pponents with jail or violence, and
broken | aws by using hush money to coverYikaslpLetbiomeditatds Tr umpd s

See clearly whatds hhayp pietnd s1 g s d e s .e Weatthwn gidnows, ledr by segretive Koch

conclave co-conspirators and other well -heeled cronies, have colossally corrupted our economic and political

systems, using Big Bucks and Dark Money. Encouraging this corruption, the conservatives on the Supreme Court

gave their stamp of a pproval with their n arrow Citizens United ruling that Bi g Money in our elections cannot

even creat e the appearance of corruption.  Really! They expressed this erroneous opinion despite the plainly

evident extent of corrupting influence in allowing rich donors to decide almos t everything. ONot a
pupp et mgiagncha@racters exclaim, in almost comically disingenuous diabolical denial.

All of these indignities are being exacerbated by the fact that many of the scams being perpetrated are sad
examples of malfeasance and activities that bend or outright break rules of law, and even violate the great
Enlightenment Era ideals upon which our Constitution was founded. The American people are being subjected
not only to this litany of ruses and outright frauds, but to deep psychological distress and insecurity due to the
extremely divisive nature of the Demagogue -in-Chi ef 6s at t e mphers, insuti oppoheats) estoke tracial

prejudices and pit people against each other. oOUnited we stand; di v i Thedndergtolmd desp
Mol e shouts out, 0 Recg¢neyedeficignty anspatrioicardiantii-dt e mocr atic vill ains! 6
In ligh t of all the misguided and illicit actions being taken by Trump Republicans in the world today, D r. Tiffany

B. Twain proclaims: df Donald Trump really had a shred of moral integrity, he would repent of his dastardly

deeds, admit his sins , fire Vice -President Mike Pence and then resign from office. The Constitution stipulates

that their successor will be the Speaker of the House -- Nancy Pelosi, since January 3, 2019. As for Brett
Kavanaugh, he should be replaced on the Supreme Court by the well -qualified consensus candidate Merrick
Garland, allowing fairer represen tation in the halls of power.

Ideas like this are expansively evaluated in  See Clearly. Note that there are plenty of excellent solutions to all

the big challenges we face, and we urgently need to begin undertaking them. They should be guided by a Bill of
Rights for Future Generations, and by Intelligent Precautionary Principles Enunciated. And they should be
informed by the propitious worldview and recommendations made in my first book, Common Sense Revival.

Chaos in the White House is dangerous to national security, and the revelations about it resemble an intrigue -

packed thriller novel.  The respect -deserving investigative journalist Bob Woodward has painted a harrowing

portrait of the Trump presidency in his latest book Fear: Trump in the White House, which is based on many in-

depth interviews with officials in the  administration and oth er principals. Bob Woodward relates the dramatic

story of Trumpof6s | awyer John Dowd peppering him in the Whi
investigation, oprovoking stumbl es, contradici somcSrondpnd | i
finally erupted, 0Thi s6,t hainndg 6l sa uanhathdeatid lahgnranb thakaéinished with him
saying, ol dondt really want to t est iadndhistear of invesigatdrp.e cli a l C
guess not! Afte r all, his then lawyer John Dowd reportedly warned him that he would likely end up in prison

wearing an "orange jumpsuit" if he were to testify under oath in the Russia investigation. He should know!

Republicans in Congress have evaded their Constitution al duty to exercise oversight over the President and

members of his administration.  In response, D emocratic Attorney Generals have been filing lawsuits against the

rogue regime at a record pace, b | ce"cckild nsgparafion upalipyp sleferdiing e | "2
womends r epr odand fightimgefor protertions of the environment, which is critically important in

sustaining us and everyone in the future.  Many state Attorney Gen erals are thus acting to create accountability

that is crucially needed to stop the worst harms of the domineering self  -interested Republican agenda. 0 T h e
inability and unwillingness of Republicans in Congress and state legislatures to hold this administration and

others in power accountable means that ou r system of checks and balances rests with state attorneys general,

who are filing | awsuits against Trump when he violates ten

What We Must Do About the Excessively Risky State of the Status Quo
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Republicans assert t hat t heir agenda is bei mgngaomder miacgd Ay doe @& awnas
wi ng moodnarp contrast, Hillary Clinton famously declared back in the 1990 s that there was a ¢
wing conspiracyo6 agai nst amdekprogressivd caBsex sSindecavdry ABGi¢rican is deing
veritably bombarded with an intense barrage of competing claims and obfuscating propaganda, it is hard for us
to know what really to believe.  We need to think straight, and see clearly.

Itis crucial for us to ferret out the essential truth of this matter, since the consequences for our lives and for

the lives of all humans forever hereafter will be profoundly affected by the environmental, ecological and
climatic decisions being made today, and by ou r resource depletion activities and the extent to which we allow
cost externalities like pollution,  toxic wastes and associated medical care to be foisted onto society, instead of
demanding that our representatives take effective steps to prevent and allev iate such harms. Likewise, the
impacts of our economic, business, financial, regulatory, social and political activities powerfully affect people

living today, and will affect the fate of all people in future generations. So our systems should be redesig ned to
be more in accord with visionary progressive understandings like those articulated in this manifesto.

To figure out whether the biggest threats to us will be found in left -wing schemes orright -wi ng schemes,
be smart and oO0folLbolw what éhe n b algfp-teaningpplitidiesrae calling for better and
more affordable healthcare, improved public education, lower interest rates on student debt, comprehensive

immigration reform, greater fairness in political representation, st ronger protections from corporate
wrongdoing, smarter regulations to prevent harms and cost externalizing schemes, bigger investments in the
countryos infrastructur e, urgent climate actions, big re:

government to finance tax cuts for the top 1%, a fairer and less racially unjust system of criminal justice,
better solutions to the deadly opioid crisis, lower prices for prescription drugs, the end of punitive marijuana
laws, thorough investigations into election m alfeasance and violations of rules of law and the Constitution, and
international cooperation to pay forward economic stability and more broadly shared prosperity for our heirs.

In glaring contrast, right -wing politicians are using outrageously divisive t actics to grab and keep power, and
staunchly opposing campaign finance reforms and expanded voting rights and fairer representation of the
people. They are trying to entrench co rrupt governance through partisan gerrymandering of congressional
districts. They are abusing their illegitimately gained power by dangerously running the country into trillions of
dollars of additional debt to reward wealthy donors with huge tax cuts. They are trying to obstru ct justice and
cover up wrongdoing by Donald Trump and his crony co -conspirator Republican politicians. They are stacking
federal courts and the Supreme Court with far right conservatives who inimically favor wealthy people over poor
people and corporatio ns over workers and citizens. They are giving coal and oil companies more privileges to push
their products and spew more greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, with inevitably damaging and
catastrophically costly impacts related to global warming . These impacts include more intense storms and
extreme temperatures, worse droughts and wildfires in many places, ominous rises in sea level and storm surges,
and growing numbers of people worldwide devastated by extreme weather -exacerbated natural disasters.

In the big picture, unprincipled Republican politicians have used twisted trickery in the form of an  egregious

bait -and-switch scheme in which they promise to champion the best interests of the working class and peopl e on

Main Street, and then do the bidding of rich people and corporate entities by crippling the ability of workers to

collectively bargain for fairer treatment. At the same time, t hey try to impose austerity measures on the

masses by cutting spending on healthcare, public education, environmenta | protections and many other h allmarks

of a civilized society. And they simultaneously give lavish benefits to rich people and Wall Street banks and

usurious Payday loan lenders and other corporate interests, to the detriment of the vast majority of the p eople.

In these rash schemes, they are undermining the common good and the general welfare, sabotaging the
environment, mortgaging ¢ateadstun awwphlei,c aamnd cioun ¢ iydaijrgitbliakee con s
effective steps to reduce greenhous e gas emissions into the atmosphere.

The Way It Is

Our Founders loved liberty, and hated despotic usurpations and abuses of power, so the brilliant Constitution
they created featured checks and balances to prevent tyranny, and to ensure a more perfect union dedicated to
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an expansive vision of the generalw el f ar e of the people and their | Fabter t i e
forward to right now.  See Clearly is an ultimate Big Picture exposé of the wide -ranging wrongdoing involved in

the way the status quo is currently rigged. In seeing clearly, we rea lize how long a litany of corrupt schemes

and illicit scams and unethical con jobs are bei nWetleer pet

People. By seeing clearly, we recognize the vital importance of wide  -ranging farsighted progressive ch ange.

It is my strongly felt ¢ onviction that we can no longer afford to allow conservatives to run roughshod over the
greater good by ruthlessly dominating our churches and federal and state governments. We need to collectively
pledge allegiance to unify ing policies, greater good goals and smarter national priorities. We need to demand a
peaceful revolution that will ensure our representatives give us more honorable and just national plans, and more
inclusive and egalitarian national priorities. Our rep resentatives in Congress should start by enacting legislation
that effectively reverses the corruption -facilitating Ci t i z e n dralingdhat aloesdBig Money to corrupt our
elections and lawmaking. And | et 6 s r at i f y -ntinded EquahRights Antehdynenfl a i r

Only a misled minority of Americans consents to Republican governance today. People see that these usurpers

of power prioritize profit s-bemgy and thpteheyareeedgagindgy eelodichl insamtgd we | |
People see the tre achery of Big Money -bought puppet politicians, and the ultimate wrongheadedness of  those

who rationalize helping domineering CEOs and crony capitalists impose their excessively profit  -obsessed plans

on the people while promoting a crusade against a safe environment and fairer treatment of worki  ng people.

Sensible folks see that all of this is crazily contrary to the health of providential living conditions for human

beings and life on Earth.

The cultu re of corruption in Crazytown seems to be  spreading lik e cancer. What we really need is a new reality
that features better management. We need fairer leaders who are not pushing a divisive agenda or striving to
benefit from partisan rancor and chaos in the administration of what should be proper governance. We need
leaders who are less obse ssed with exploiting workers, cheating consumer s and using up limited resources at the
fastest possible rate.  We need leaders who are not creating a Reality TV drama that allows them to get away
with excessive profiteering and widespread malfeasance, and who are not propagating a tsunami of distractions

from all the unscrupulous , self -serving, self-dealing, self -aggrandizing and harmful goings on, right here and
right now. The Big Brother government that George Orwell imagined in his dystopian novel 1984 sure has come

in an ugly, cruel, deceitful, condemnation deserving, and tran scendently irresponsible form! Letds rever
course. Instead of getting rid of all the vitally important functions of government and opening the barn doors

to individual and corporate ¢ ost externalizing and unethical scheming , |l etds do the oppositel!
Today the specter that haunts humanity is transmogrifying, and it is a specter of corporatocratic capitalism run

amok. Itis a misfortune that Wethe People ar e being deprived of greater fairne:
is sad that the eminently wise aspects of Golden Rule reciprocity principles are being arrogantly abrogated. It

is tragic for we Americans to be forced to suffer the cons
the terrible detrimentality of his money  -obsessed crusade for self -dealing and maximized benefits for himself

and the few -- always at the expense of the many, the lazy bums.  Too, it is sad to have scandal and distraction

and misinformation and divisiveness trump all, and to have the people be subjected to poisonous psychological

games being played by a leader who exhibits a deficiency of empathy and an absurdly narcissistic hubris and a
dangerous lust for cultivating the good graces of the worl

Letds give Donald Trump the Actor of t he sf0rehisteadingroledmva r d , w
Feature Drama portraying a Twitter -mad demented demagogue in a modern reality show adaptation of Sinclair

Lewil $d Candt HahpédsHedpet hstsudidne da csetlaerbr i ty ceremony somet.
usher him off the stage and out of the glare of the revealing spotlights. He is simply too great a danger to

justice and peopleds civil ri ght sndarouddtheevartld e i n our democr a

Letds stop aiming our sl ings albdingachemingDiaders te expldit the pebpke,r | and
for that only ensures excessive amounts of outrageous misfortune. Once we See Clearly, we will know more.

The Profiteer -in-Chief is trying to make damned sure that he himself will be the biggest beneficiary of his
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corrupt national priorities. He and his crony pals, like the damned Mercers and the ruthless billionaires Charles
and David Koch and their network of wealthy right -wing donors, the titans of industry. Yes, titans of giant
power-abusing oil companies and brazen drug companies engaged in excessive profite ering, and Wall Street
banking institutions and real estate tycoons. All of these modern day robber barons meet in secretive conclaves
twice a year, where they hatch and further their sc ~ heming plans to rig affairs to their maximum advantage by
eliminating regulations, artificially goosing profits in the short run, and making real sure that the top dogs who
are doing the deciding wildl be the ones that get the 1ion

()]

Also often in attendance at the conspiratorial Koch conclaves like the annual ones in Palm Springs are U.S.
Senators and 0 Repr evghecunhirgtconserative jourmaliss,mgdia propagandists and scheming

Republican Party operatives. Two Suprem e Court Justices have also attended the meetings -- Clarence Thomas

and Antonin Scalia. Impeach Clarence!l He simply has too many conflicts of interest, and his judicial record

demonstrates unequivocally that he readily violates his Judicial Oath of Offic  e. He seems to have conveniently
forgottenthathe s ol emnly swore he would d6administer justice witho
the poor and Also, Glareace Thoneak haé repeatedly supported the assertion , absurdly, that he

cannot see any corruption or even appearance of corruption in anti  -democratic ruses implicit in the  Citizens

United r ul i ng, which was a wrongly decided case that basi cal
dollar-one-v ot e 6 political & much &irer omen-gersdi-@re-vote system. This is corruption

incarnate! And the consequences are proving to be catastrophic for the USA, and for humanity.

Most people would probably prefer that our leaders were chosen in fairer elections by citizens uni ting to elect
representatives who most honestly appeal to the broadest expression of the general welfare of We the People.

That necessarily means NOT almost exclusively the best interests of the few, corruptly enabled and unethically

prioritized. Thisis What 6s the Mattekt wstab&Kamnhstalse Corruption, Stupid

A few practical voices among conservatives occasionally warn about excessive injustices that may lead to serious

or even revolutionary conflicts, but with strong police fo
oppressive Incarceration Nat ion injustice system -- and authoritarian despots in power -- they seem satisfied

that they will be able to continue to overplay their hands, as if they figure that the critical resulting problems

will lie somewhere down the road, perhaps after they are ou t of office or dead. Their election losses in

November 2018 finally are result ing in some investigative oversight by House Democ rats, and an unraveling of

Republican complicity in all manner of wrongdoing. Let 6s honestly understaemding what o

Dateline July 24, 2018, one week after the Helsinki Summit

Something suspicious is happening here. Donald Trump held a secretive summit with Vladimir Putin in Helsinki
that was followed by a revealing press conference in which Trump sided with Putin in denying that either of
them could possibly have been involved in underhanded efforts to rig the 2016 election outcome in favor of
Republicans. By taking that deceitful stand, Trump was almost treasonously denying extensive evidence that
makes all our American intelligence agencies convinced that Russia was deeply i nvolved in influencing our 2016
national elections. How? One way was through Russian hacking of Democratic Party communications and voter
information, along with voter profiling like that provided by Cambridge Analytica, and then the propagation of

emotion-hijacking fake news, conspiracy theories and character assassinations through micro -targeted ads on

social media platforms. There were also many other Russian cyber -attack strategies designed to divide people

and to demoralize them through whatarecen t KGB defector <called o0ideological s
psychol ogical warfare. o By thus eroding peopleds trust in
Trump deserves the exposure of his corruption by investigators and reporters in an ap proaching dénouement to

wha't he often ridiculously refers to as oO0fake newsdé and
student Emma Gonzal es sTherd wede,dozén¥Vef icdtménts Bn8 .7 Guilty pleas in the

Mueller probe, and Repu blicans are materially distorting the findings in the final report and deceitfully spinning

it as Oexonerating 6. We face a constitutional crisis, and our political leaders should be more honest with us

about the Mueller investigation and criminal efforts made to cover up shenanigans and obstruct justice. Let 6s
hang tight, my fellow Americans, as this crisis unfolds.

o)
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us e telofeRepressentatives moaexpesentbenttue niatare af dle Ho u s

good goal s. And | et
t going on, and to put an end to it.

0s
the mal feasance thatds
To start, we should demand that the improper confirmation of the excessively partisan Brett Kavanaugh to the
Supreme Court be reversed, and put a reasona ble moderate onto the high court, like the good consensus choice
before Republican Senators went nuclear on the judiciary  -- Merrick Garland, who is an eminently well -qualified
and reasonable Chief Circuit Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Distric t of Columbia. Let 6s deman:
that he be appointed as a first step in Republican restitution on account of the profound illegitimacy of the
scandal ous coup do6®tat that Republican politicians perpetr
to which the crowing victors have been egregiously misusing their power.

Once we See Clearly, we will also know that we must reverse the debt -financed Tax Cut swi ndle that was passed

by exclusively Republ i can Senators and tr e aletembeno20ly. ShBRfag tha theset at i v e
politicians achieved their election victories using nefarious means makes their swindles doubly offensive. This

highly regressive debt -financed Republican Tax Cut scam should be rescinded, and it should be rightly replaced

with a fairer plan that results in balanced budget impacts, not spiking amounts of debt! The new law should give

Not One More Cent in tax breaks to people in the top 1%, compared to tax rates in effect before the roguish

Republican law. After all, thelegi s1 ati on gave Americads 5,000 richest fami/|l
$80 million each per year, which future taxpayers will have to pay for, in interest costs, every year,

forevermore. And the new law should be designed to provide more generous f  unding for schools, infrastructure,

healthcare for all, social safety net programs, environmental protections, the environmental justice -oriented

Green Climate Fund, and foreign aid and international diplomatic missions to help ensure peaceable coexistence

Conclusion

Survival is the ultimate moral good for our kind, and Big Picture perspectives are needed to help ensure our
human survival and flourishing.  Such perspectives should be comprehensive, and they should take into account

the best understandings of deep ecologists and scientists in every discipline, and of spiritual leaders. They also
should not deny the most ethically aware worldviews, or the latest and most accu rate scientific understandings.
Survival involves indefinitely sustained biological existence. We humans need to clearly recognize and respect

the fact that we cannot continue to consume more than can be supplied by natural resources and regeneration in
healthy ecosystems . The carrying capacity of damaged ecosystems is much less than that of healthy ones, so it

is an overarching necessity for us to act to prevent harms to habitats. Otherwise, by upsetting the providential
balance in nature, we will degrade the indispensable foundation  of our flourishing and survival.

"Aprés moi, le deluge" attitudes did not work out well for the power -abusing nobility in France, because they
cavalierly treated the masses too ruthlessly, provoking the French Revolution in 1789. And it sure didn
to be propitious for King Louis XVI, who was guillotined in January 1793. It was even indignantly

them eat caked Marie Antoinett e, wh o Republican efiortssodap o rofl at e ni
back environmental protections, a nd to reject global responsibilities under the Paris Agreement on climate
change,ar e essentially aodiesagd |end ed ARgveldmnarity pasitive adhange must come!

Big Picture perspectives should be better informed by a Buddha  -like triumvirate of Right Mindfulness and Right
Understanding and Right Action.  They should be guided by foresight and respect for the long -term greater
good, like that imbued in a Bill of Rights for Future Generations. Greater concern should be given to soci al
justice and environmental justice, and to the proper stewardship of Creation. More respect should be given to
attitudes like the compassionate caring manifested by spiritual leaders like Jesus Christ and the Dalai Lama.

| feel strongly that all people  should try to pay forward some good deeds to our heirs in the future generations
to help create improved and safer prospects for overall well -being for everyone.

Truly,
Dr. Tiffany B. Twain



Our Conspiratorial Cartoon President During Almost Comically Consequential Times

December 2018, modified April 12 , 2019

"What we are before is like a strait, a tricky road, a passage where we need courage and reason. The courage
to go on, not to try to turn back; and the reason to use reason; not fear, not jealousy, not envy, but reason. We
must steer by reason, and jettiso n -- because much must go -- by reason.”

--- John Fowles, The Aristos (1970)

I, Dr. Tiffany Twain, am convinced that we Americans could easily create a healthier, happier, fairer and more
inclusive country that would give us greater cause for hope for a better future, and a country much more secure

for its citizens. A main obstacle to this providentially positive potentiality is the oppo sition to such an eminently

sal ubrious status by o0conser v acbnomiecand political lsystenes doprémain nghed in wa n t
their favor, so that they are able to gain an increasing monopoly on the profits made through the exploitation of

working people and natural resources.

A well-informed electorate is a prerequisite for ensuring that a democracy is healthy and offers all its people

truly reasonable representation. This simple understanding makes both humorous and viscerally provocative a
political cartoon by Da vid Sipress that appeared in  New Yorker magazine soon after the 2016 elections. In this
cartoon, a woman ruefully observed to her male companion, "My desire to be well  -informed is currently at odds
with my desire to remain sane." Ha! Tens of millions of Americans find themselves in this predicament today as
the Trump soap opera becomes increasingly anxiety inducing , and as Donald Trump becomes more unhinged,
demagogic, and dangerous to in dividual and national security, and bizarrely contrary to true American values.

A tumultuous two years have passed since Trump took office, and consequential matters have become critical. It

may be an odd idea that we are best advised to laugh out loud during such times, but humor can help us remain
sane, so | etds keep our eyes peel ed, daelrfreedoa rwsa t cphe nt oamd/ 6 U
comedians for perspective, especially Stephen Colbert, Bill Maher, John Olive r, Seth Meyers, Trevor Noah,

Jimmy Kimmel and the folk s at Saturday Night Live . And watch some epi sOul €atoor f Co

President, to enjoy some humorous relief.

In Buddhist philosophy, one key to proper conduct is right understanding. This is regarded as the first step on
the Noble Eightfold Path  toward enlightenment and Nirvana, a form of liberation in Buddhist philosophy. In our
terribly conflicted world today, the common good and the general welfare are being drastically undermined by the

anti -egalitarian priorities of the ruling classes in th eir relentless efforts to g ain ever-more money and decision-
making influence, and more benefits and privileges for themselves. After right understanding, the seven other
practices considered proper in the Noble Eightfold Path are right intention, right sp eech, right action, right
effort, right livelihood, right mindfulness and right concentration. Right, right, right, right, right.

Lastyear Donal d Trump made the extraordinarily Orwellian decl
reading is not what 6s hap-pmehiéf thigks be calldiewlith impgurity dba geteaivay &vith
his deceit by attacking critical news media, bu t he is only evoking echoes of a pa:

Nineteen Eighty -Four about Big Brother thought -control schemes in a dystopianworld: 0 The party tol d
reject the evidence of your eyes and ears. It was their final, most essential co mma n dYikés! Not long after
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Trumpds perplexing and deceitful awyer®Rudg Gialiani, who js cutrdntty amatic e r e ¢
but comical Trump TV propagandi st, jumped on the Orwellia
isndtuth. &6 Letds ri seevidemtowhe!, and see self

Ecological Sanity

Donald Trump and his family are emulating the scheming Once -ler, the cantankerous exploiter in  The Lorax, a

great cautionary fable written by Dr. Seuss. In this story,the Loraxi s a character who O0speaks
and the clever tale concerns the danger that corporate greed poses to the natural world. Dr. Seuss uses such
personifications to give life to industry in the persons of the Once -l er and hi-podutihgifamele and to

the environment in the majestically calm and wise Lorax.

The Lorax was Dr. Seuss' pe rsonal favorite of his books, for he  was able to create a story addressing economic

and environmental issues without it being dull. 0 T h e L de explained, "came out of me being angry. In The

Lorax, | was out to attack what | think are evil things and | e
the scandalous behaviors and manipulative deceptions and eco -villain shenanigans of the Trump regime m ake me
hopping mad, inspiring my passion to convey greater <clari
the public consciousness a holistic integral worldview in this manifesto. We are all Gaia; chips are falling furious.

At this crucial mo ment in history, it w ould be wise to mindfully remember the findings set forth the Millennium
Ecosystem Assessment report, in which more than a thousand experts in 95 countries had spent four years
assessing ecological conditions on Earth at the turn of th e millennium. The conclusion they reached was that
human activities are having harmful impacts by unsustainably consuming natural resources while simultaneously
significantly damaging ecosystems upon which we depend. These experts sensibly warned that hu  manity should
develop a better managed economy and better methods of governance, so that in the course of living our lives

we will at the same time better protect the vitality of our environment and the future prospects of life on

Eart h. L et 0 erto@azomelishtsoch e iently farsighted goals!

The fact of the matter is that money rules in our government -by-the -wealthy plutocratic oligarchy, which is
unfortunately becoming less and less a democracy due to the people being betrayed by scheming exp  loiters.
About 95% of election contests are won by the candidates who spend the most money, and environmental
organizations are vastly outspent -- by a factor of 30 to 1  -- by special interest groups intent on rigging the
system ever more favorably for th emselves, to the detriment of the citizenry. This pathetic state of affairs
dangerously undermines all the bedrock American environmental laws, including the Clean Air Act, the Clean
Water Act, the National Environmental Policy Act, the Wilderness Act, th e Marine Mammal Protection Act, the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act , and the strategic life -respecting Endangered Species Act.

Scientists tell us that now is the time to protect our nation's natural heritage and most cherished places. They

say thathumani ty enjoys something |ike $50 trillion every ye:
nature provides to people worldwide. The U.S. is already one of the most mine  -friendly countries anywhere,
according to an assessment by the Fraser Institute -and wedre mining, poi soning, de

ridiculously alarming abandon, as if there will be no tomorrow. The Damsel Tomorrow quakes on tremulous knee.

The famous naturalist Sir David Attenborough rrmadedisasiery obse
of gl obal scale, our greatest threat in thousands of years
of our civilizations and the ext i ncti on of much of the natur al worl d i s on

these words at the beginning of the two -week climate conference in Poland where emissaries from nearly 200
nations met for two weeks in early December 2018 to determine how the wo rld can dramatically scale back
carbon emissions to abide by the landmark Paris climate agreement , and by doing so, stave off some o f the most
calamitous impacts caused by the greenhouse gas -induced climate crisis . Our Planet needs greater respect!

We should rightly redesign our economy so that it works better for everyone, or else it inevitably will be worse

for all. Joe Brewer, who describes himselfas ©6a change strategist working on be
fascinating article in July 2017 titled Do You Still Feel Capitalism Dying? In it, he characterizes our society

today as being afflicted yage wmapi all dsméaserofi hgtehat
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and anxiety, prompting feelings of severe isolation and humiliation, ¢ = ombined with a profound sense of

powerl essness for millions of people around the world. o E
scale coll apsed, and that we need to reckon with it in o
CEarthés climate is ramping up for a phase transition that

ominous development is the rash irresponsibility of leaders in our political duopoly system, dominated as it is by
politicians who collaborate with those who want to hyper -stimulate growth and maximize private profits at the

expense of the greater good. Evaluating all the enabling
do decl aradmirabylr etmbd el . 0

As the Republican Part y descends into chaos in their dastardly bargain with the amoral right -wing corporate -
dominated devil of consumerism, profiteering and despotic abuses of power, a superb array of more progressive,

positive, inclusive, honest, visionary, achievable and fair -minded common sense ideas are laying around, as
extensively articulated in this manifesto, seeking to assume a resurgence of power, persuasion and sustainable

effecti veness. To preventevermore di re devel opments, | etés demand that our
smart reforms, like ones recommended in One Dozen Big Initiatives to Positively Transform Our Societies.

The values of consequential ethics judge demagogues harshly, especially whe n those who divide to conquer

push a treacherous self -serving agenda that severely undermines the common good and harmfully discriminates

against the majority of people and is cunningly calculated to concentrate wealth and power more extremely in

the hands of a ruthlessly anti -democratic few. It is disgustingly dastardly for demagogues to hijack peopl eds
emotions and drive wedges between people to gain power and abuse that power, torpedoing the great benefits

of social cohesion that are found in fairer and more unifying courses of action.

Trump i s shamefully obsessed with getting 0wmprehensdiblyfcame hi ms
at the expense of the vast majority of the American people and to the serious detriment of everyone in future

generations. Grotesquely, thedrivin g mot i ves f oraretgénerallg seld sgérving @nd self -aggrandizing.

Trump had proclaimedtovoters duri ng the campaign, O0OWedre going to win s
tired of winning. 6 Fast f or war d caBs ake eeally sick af thd wayndrantp hase a s o n a
been winning, and of the collateral damages he is inflicting on our country, its citizens, and humanity at large.

With inequality worse right now than almost ever before in American history, it is pathologically wr ong for
Trump Republicans to take advantage of anti -abortion and anti -gay and anti-immigrant senti ments, and gender
biases and racial prejudices , with the primary corrupt intent of giving rich people more money and more power.
Really wealthy conservatives are using portions of their ill  -gotten debt -financed Tax Cut money to elect more
scurrilously reliable con men enablers, so that they can more easily foist their treacherous agenda on the
people. This agenda, sadly, stupidly sacrifices natural ecosystems and the ecological commons for the purpose

of artificially maximizing profits in the short run. This course of action is leaving a terrible le gacy to our heirs.

Public Corruption, Graft and Crony Capitalism

On October 29, 2018, ten days before the 2016 election s Donald Trump spouted out a demagogic diatribe at a

bombastic campaign rally, deceitfully duwrendes our gogernmedtAo v ot e
public graft, corruption and cronyism that threatens the v
Real l y!? Public corruption, graft and cronyi sm! That was
heartil y, for Hillary Clinton could never have gotten away with even a tiny fraction of the brazen lies, divisive

politicking, personal profiteering, misuses of public funds, outrage -provoking scams, conflicts of interest,
vi ol ations of t he C emoduments wlause rarids wayfworseethiag-Machiavellian abuses of
authority and breaches of ethical norms that Trump and his immorally unprincipled cronies are guilty of.

Look how it is turning out, thanks in part to Vladimir Putin, the NRA and Fox News, Inc ., and to countless
slanderous anti -Hillary headlines on the screaming cover of Trumpco -conspi rator David Pecker
tabloid, the National Enquirer. The self-d e s c r idistetdcks@r 6 Roger Stone has also been vilely complicit,

cunningly advising Republican politicians to do whatever is necessary to win, no matter how contrary to the

common good. OAtt ablkeyemttlatkndadtaaks Stone, an arch vil |
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and pushes falsehoods to promote far right lobbyist p  ropaganda. And what better line of attack is there, one
might wonder, than vociferously charging your opponents with exactly what you yourself are most guilty of.
Busted! The king wannabe is not wearing any clothes, and it is revolting. Citizens, revol  t!

Under Crooked Trump, there is a pathetic plethora of public corruption, especially by climate altering fossil fuel
interests. And there are many instances of graft in highly unscrupulous uses of the Trump family's power for
personal gain, and in blata nt cronyism, ramped up influence peddling, campaign finance violations, misuses of the
Trump ochar it ab lumprecedenied chepdtisny and ,an unfolding constitutional crisis over election
malfeasance, illegalities and sneaky conspiratorial attempts to cover them up. In addition, things are much
worse than would have been experienced under a Hillary Clinton administration, for with Trump Republicans we
have ruthless assaults against core human values like inclusiveness, fairness of opportunity, hones ty, decency,
political moderation, Golden Rule reciprocity, good neighborliness, social cohesion, personal security, true
national security, fairer justice, peaceable coexistence, responsible controls on deficit spending, sensible
protections of the enviro nment, judicial wisdom and valiant efforts to actualize common good goals.

The whole scope of malfeasance, misconduct and illegal shenanigans by Trump campaign officials before the
2016 election, and in poorly governing ever since, shines a glaring light on the absurdity of this devious
characterization by Trump of his general election opponent. Trump and many members of his administration are
demonstrating an astonishing lack of integrity. Seeing this, one hears a jarring refrain of twisted hypocrisy in

this declaration by Trump about Hillary, who he cheated out of the presidency. 0OLock HER wup!o6-?

I n Trumpedscgrieon harangue, he went on to claim that he wou
remedy the sad state of affairs in which public ¢ orruption and cronyism are causing voters to lose faith in their

government. From the day he took office, however, numerous observers and ethics experts and honest persons

have persuasively made clear that many of the activities that Trump and members of his Cabinet have engaged

in have been outrageously antithetical to hisv  ow to clean up Washington D.C.

In this speech, Trump said, OWe must and we will save Amer
voter begins with a plan to end government corruption and to take our country back from the special interests

and the donors. 6 This was a preposterous prognosticatio
Trump Republicans are doing to give more benefits and power to special interest gr oups, including energy,

mining, ranching and farming concerns, even though this patronage involves sacrificing our public lands , National
Monuments and the global commons. Also, super wealthy donors are giving huge sums of money to conniving
Republicanpo i ti ci ans in | egalized bribes that have been sancti
Big Money gushes comes from a small number of system -corrupting individuals, notoriously including the Koch

brother billionaires and their shrewd network of profiteering capitalists, and the socially irresponsible Robert

Mercer and Rebekah Mercer, and Sheldon Ade Ison, Foster Friess and the nefarious ilk of these rich individuals.

For these puppet master special interest groups, no sacrifice is too great for get ting bigger opportunities to
exploit public lands and take unfair advantage of working people. The public, meanwhile, is being distracted by
the latest manipulative tweets, or by the most recent scandalous outrage or treacherous fusillade of
impropriety, or by some new instance of a Republican loyalist standing by their man despite his having betrayed
the American people by collaboratin g with Vladimir Putin and Mohammed bin Salman and other autocrats abroad.
The tsunami of insidious distractions seems to  be approaching a sensational crescendo, thanks to Republicans in
D.C., which Trump is turning into 0Crazytowné.

Another facet of treachery by Republican politicians is their monomaniacal focus on eliminating regulations and

making corporate -friendlychanges t o rules that were sensibly designed to
natural world. These insidious actions wrongly facilitate the misbegotten goal of allowing large amounts of costs

to be externalized onto society. These politicos are opposin g clean energy initiatives and utterly failing to make

responsible efforts to mitigate the disastrous impacts of a warming planet. These schemers are also sneakily

striving to undermine transparency and accou ntability requirements, impeding efforts toward creating a

sustainable future. All of these things are far -reaching betrayals of the greater good.
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The Republican Party has adopted a owinning is the only t1l
is an embarrass ment and at worst a serious danger to the health and security of our nation in the position of

leader of the free world. -- 6 Party beforeneowmntnryoond y | ook on with disgu
great -granddaughter looks on with chagrin, and la unches a chuckling fusillade of comically spiteful ridicule. As

those persistent pharmaceuti cal drug ads on television al\
treat ment may be( Domdt flwot ymu.mweadi ng the smalll print.)

Many members of the Trump administration have been engaged in an astonishing amount of dramatically self -
serving misconduct. The fingers point particularly at Scott Pruitt, Ryan Zinke, Steve Mnuchin and Wilbur Ross,

along with Mitch McConnell, Devin Nunes and most other members of the Trump cabal. Education Secretary
Betsy DeVos and the finally fired Attorney General Jeff Sessions and his fraudulent replacement Matt
Whitaker and then William Barr add icy frosting on top of the tainted cake. Let the people eat healthier cake!

Trumpds deceitful all egations against Hillary Clinton res
republic. Sodo those mor oni ¢ cul ti st chant s -likefTrudprallg dvents.eThis nhgiodicisat Naz i
ugly and exceedingly dishonest, and misdirected, and it turns out to be another of many instances of what is

known as ¢psychological projection 6 , w hpplg fmuch more to Trump himself than to Hillary. Trump is much

more guilty of what he charges his political opponent s with. The English language is deficient in this regard, for

there is no word sufficient to describe this pathologically deplorable phenomenon. Hy poct
adequate. Why is it that so often when the pot calls the kettle black, it turns out that the pot itself has been

carbonized over open flames, instead of being sensibly shiny from sitting only on hot coals. Huh?

OPublic corruption, graft and crony capitalism!é Wel | w
scandalousr ul e by oOconservativesdé finally becomes crystal cl ec
Founders had not formulated a parliamentary system style 0

quick alterations of course when a disastrous regime has seized power, so what shall we do? How can we pivot
to governance that is markedly more sensible, fair -minded, collaborative, law -respecting, constitutional, truly
just, peaceable and sustainable? Control of the House by Democrats is a good st art! Please read on.

Trump al so proclaimed in his speech just ten days before
profound threat to a democracy. Government corruption spreads out like a cancer and infects the operations of

government i tsel f . 6 He added, olf the corruption is not remo\
their gover nmen t-.Tdump wasrighs. aTheredsnna fteason to trust leaders who engage in so much

fraud and corruption. Surely, suchleader s shoul d be removed from office. Letd
|l etds replace them with much more honorabl e, responsi bl e a
with the critical business of creating a healthier and saner society, and a sensible legacy of a livable world.

Unt i | Trump became the official nomi nee of the Republican
to support hi m. Many dec | arneostpfthénNleavedatlen i tine ta givechim eriu blingt h e n
support. The reason for this o0change of hearta? Unbridle
quest for power and campaign contributions at any cost. Some of these flip -floppers are self -serving politicians

in Congress who are eager to serve corrupt right -wing causes to satisfy misplaced loyalties to despotic causes.

Remember that Trump and Pence won the E lectoral College by a miniscule margin of less than 78,000 votes in
three decisive states -- Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and Michigan -- and that they lost the popular vote by almost 3
million votes. Curiously, this total is about equal to the entire population of the American colonies when the
courageous colonists rose up in disgust at despotism on July 4, 1776 and declared indepe  ndence from the power -
abusing authorities of the British Empire. Remember that 12 years after declaring independence, these
fractious freedom -loving people in the New World forged and ratified a great Constitution to create a form of

fairly representative  government that would allow a liberty -loving people to prosper hopefully ever thereafter.

Trump, sensationally, is now acting as a subversive against our democracy. This is creating great risks to Party
and country, due to uncertainty r esulting from thi s impulsive, insult -hurling officeholder of the most powerful
position in the world. All of this evidence makes the rule of Trump and Pence excessively illegitimate.
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Incidentally, the U.S. Constitution is indeed great. But it also requires some new mode rn amendments to keep it
adaptive and effective in dealing well with changing circumstances. An amendment on campaign financing is
required, as advocated by the Move to Amend coalition of public interest groups. This amendment  would remove
corporations f rom positions of overweening power and influence, and salubriously give more influence to We the
People. And a broadly fair -minded Bill of Rights for Future Generations is needed to provide us with safer
guidance in all our national decision -making. This should become a cornerstone Amendment to a more
providential Constitution that proves to be better capable of guiding us intelligently toward leaving a legacy of a
fairer and more sustainable future.

A Thought -Provoking Warning from Former U.S. Senators

Trump Republicans threaten our democracy and the institutions that protect our freedoms and security and
collective well -being, right now and for every person in the future. A group of 44 former U.S. Senators that
includes 10 Republicans, 32 Democrats and 2 Independents joined together to publish a compelling Opinion
article in the Washington Post on December 10, 2018, in which they implored current Senators to defend
democracy in the face of this dire threat.

oDear Senate colleagues, 6 they wrote. O0OAs former members o
our shared view that we are entering a dangerous period, and we feel an obligation to speak up about serious
challenges to the rule of law,theCo nst i tuti on, our governing institutions an

OWe are on the eve of the conclusion of speci al counsel R
commencement of investigations of the president and his administration. The | ikely convergence of these two

events will occur at a time when simmering regional conflicts and global power confrontations continue to

threaten our security, econo my and geopolitical stability. It is a time, like other critical junctures in our

history, when our nation must engage at every level with strategic precision and the hand of both the president

and the Senate. We are at an inflection point in which the foundational principles of our de mocracy and our

national security interests are at stake, and the rule of law and the ability of our institutions to function freely

and independently must be upheld. o

oODuring our service in the Senate, at t i mgbstnever enemiaseWeal | i es
all took an oath swearing allegiance to the Constitution. Whatever united or divided us, we did not veer from

our unwavering and shared commitment to placing our country, democracy and nat ional interest above all else.

At other c¢ ritical moments in our history, when constitutional crises have threatened our foundations, it has

been the Senate that has stood in defense of our democracy. Today is once again such a time. Regardless of

party affiliation, ideological leanings or geogr aphy, as former members of this great body, we urge current and

future senators to be steadfast and zealous guardians of our democracy by ensuring that partisanship or self -
interest not replace national interest. 6

As these 44 for mer Senators wrote this Op -Ed, the legal jeopardy of the Trump family and their loyalists
increased due to unfolding revelations by Special Counsel investigators. And with stock market turbulence and

the resignation letter from Defense Secretary Jim Mattis on 12/20, things are loo king bleak. | call on every one
of our political representatives to more honestly put the interests of Country first, not their political Party.

Herefs the Scoop, Fol ks!

Republican rule is not only illegitimate due to the ruthlessly fraudulent means used to gain power, but it is anti -
American due to the distinctly treacherous extent to which Republican politicians are indulging in a long litany of
wrongheaded scams and bait -and-switch cons and egregious harms, as outlined and incisively assessed herein.

What shall we do in this dangerous moment of unfolding constitutional crisis? The profound illegitimacy of

Republican rule cries out for a truly fair  -minded resolution. So too does the egregious extent of abuses of
authority being per mdatirnvaetoe dpoby t 0 c 0 a-soeryptingawedlthy bpgopleswhs are m
buying the commitment of puppet politicians to cut their t
best government money can buy?90
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A good far -reaching fair -minded remedy is c alled for. In a just world, strict amends would be required for all
the Republican wrongdoing. As the multiple investigation s close in on Donald Trump and his loyalists, the
American people face an unprecedented constitutional crisis, and we have an over arching need for a sensible
solution to this serious chall enge. D o n $ytophahs thawvé matleo r a
increasingly evident attempts to prejudice all potential juries and obstruct justice by covering up their
nefarious deeds with a noxious smokescreen of lies and deceit.

In July 2018, Professor Robert Reich proposed a principled stopgap plan to save the republic, suggesting that

one or more of four Republican Senators -- John McCain, Jeff Flake, Bob Corker or Susan Collins -- should
stand up and s and abaitonothe RbBpubbican Party to caucus with Democrats and independents,
thereby honorably restoring constitutional checks and balances to our government and protecting our
democracy from attacks on it by arrogantly aut  horitarian abusers of power. Since then, John McCain died, a nd
Flake, Corker and Collins were too cowardly to have voted against the partisan Republican Brett Kavanaugh in his
bid to get a lifelong gig on the Supreme Court to probably decide issues in gen eral against the people.

I, Dr. Tiffany B. Twain, believe we should go further, and demand restitution from the Republican Party for its
wide-ranging wrongdoing. The solution we need should be based on the salubriously civilized concept of fair -
minded compensatory restorative justice  for wrongdoing, rather than the more p rimitive idea of retribution
against tho se responsible for malfeasance (or simply locking up the guiltiest ones ).

Right now, at this turbulent juncture in history, it is time for us to t ake sensible actions to save ourselves from

the infamy of yielding to the implacable forces of treachery and despotism. As Thomas Paine famously put it in

his revolutionary pamphl et C o-timma ofrcont®ientalsuaion, faittNandvhomos .téh e Asnede, d
owe have it in our power to begin the world over again.é

Thomas Jefferson, author of the Declaration of Independence, had set forth the essential principles upon

which our government was founded, and he referred to these visionary principles when he sensationally stated,

0The wisdom of our s aogrderoeahawk beermdevotbd tmtbed attaiiment. They should be

the creed of our political faith, the text of civic instruction, the touchstone by which to try the services of

those we trust; and should we wander from them in moments of error or of ala ___rm, let us hasten to retrace our

steps and to regain the road which alone | eads to peace, |

Give fair consideration to this great solution that is surfacing right here, right now. Many women have been
cheated out of the opportunity to lead in the USA by conniving male politicians and their puppet master donors,
who have used Supreme Court-sanctioned legalize d bribery to give domineering advantages to wea Ithy donors
and white males in our over ly rigid patriarchal soci ety. Stacey Abrams in Georgia was most prominent in 2018.

Hereds my | atest pl an: oCal l it the Duopartite Justice Sc
Award for incredible acting as a narcissistic demagogue and despotic ruler, and demand that he, Mike Penc e and

Mitch McConnell all resign from p ower, effective SOON , in disgrace for having conspiratorially taken extremely

unfair advantage of our corrupt campaign financing system and  then perpetuating fraudulent scams and acting

to torpedo greater good goals and undermine the general welfare.  Constitutional succession stipulates that the

Speaker of the House wil| then become president, so | et ds
champion progressive governance for the next two years. Republican politicians will have had more than two
years of their illegitimately seized rule,andthen Democr ats wi | | have the rest of T

2021, so when national elections are held in November 2020, American citizens will have an eminently g ood basis
for evaluating which party has done the better job in go verning, during their split -term rule, based on the
contrast of how competing ideologies and contrasting ruling priorities and performance have impacted our
country. Is it likely to be Repu blicans in 2017 -2019, or Democrats in 2019 -20217 Letds find out t he

| recommend that leading roles be given in the new administration to progressive Senator Elizabeth Warren and
Senator Kamala Harris, and maybe Zephyr Teachout as Attorney General and environmentalist Katie McGinty as
EPA Chief. This house cleaning should be accompanied by the resignation of Clarence Thomas from the Supreme
Court. #MeToo. And the presiden tial power apologist Judge Kavanaugh should be replaced with President
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Obamads consensus candidate for the position, Merrick Garl
Inhofe should resign in disgrace, along with the far right uncompromising Tea Party stalwarts Senator Ted Cruz
and Reps. Mark Meadows and Jim Jordan from th e House. And turncoat Trumpist Lindsey Graham.

Hereds the kicker. We <cannot rely merely on gerrymander
targeted manipulative Big Lie deceived and emotionally hijacked voting alone. As pointed out above, we must

establish a way to guarantee cheated progressives  majority power in the Senate and the House, and on the

Supreme Court. After all, this is exactly what the USA would have had if Republicans had not violated laws and

skirted propriety so blatantly in ~ the 2016 elections, with their | itany of illegitimate tactics

The title of this essay is cynically satirical. Note that the greatly respected writer Mark Twain valued satire

and ridicule as weapons of skepticism against folly, ignorance, superstition, f anaticism, irrationality, small -
mindedness, myopia, prejudice, impropriety, despotic abuses of authority and blind adherence to dogmas. This

is what Mark Twain meant when he famously asserted, OAgain
laughter at modern political absurdities alone is insufficient to providentially alter the course of history, for

abusers of authority are exertin g domineering influence over many peoples, and they are perpetuating too many

corrupt scams -- and the ramificati ons associated with their retrograde and tyrannical policies and priorities

are too deadly serious to rely on satire to guarantee the safety, security and well -being of the people.

The midterm elections in No vember 2018 are a good step toward correcting t his state of affairs. Democrats,
having gained House control, will now set the agenda and exert majority influence and have subpoena power.
This will allow them to fulfill the Constitutional responsibility of Congress to exercise oversight of the
Executi ve Branch and any malfeasance it commits. Republicans in Congress have been glaringly derelict in
fulfilling this  constitutional duty . This shortcoming makes them complicit in enabling corruption, and their
loyalty to Party is broadly disloyal to the American people -- and treacherous to democracy and fairness,
integrity and ethical responsibility in governing. Letds demand t htad pardsansgerymanderang, p u
voter suppression and corrupting money in elections and lobbying!

The Need for Positive Change

The famous economist Milton Friedman -oacwaorpeaceied s-Ipsoducese cl ar e
real change. When that crisis occurs, the actions that are taken depend on the ideas that are lying around.

That, | believe, is our basic function: to develop alternatives to existing policies, to keep them alive and
available until the politically i mpoMion-Hriédmanbsaighbthaesomet he p ol
of the best opportunities fordrama t i ¢ change arise in a crisis. But Friec
that are wrongheaded in many aspects, due to the cons equential extent that they tend  to undermine democracy.
Friedmands ideas concerning money tsaxped,y mroilv atyi, z adteiroeng,ul @
supply-side economics have significantly influenced government policies since the early 1980s, helping rationalize

unacceptably retrograde priorities pushed by conservatives.

| believe that the best plan, by far, wou Id be to collect the best ideas together, and to seek out comprehensive
understandings, ones informed by prudence, reasonable egalitarianism, fair  -mindedness, and consistency with
the greater good and expansive concepts of freedom. In other words, we need well-articulated progressive
ideas, not reactionary conservative ideas, and these ideas need to be articulated clearly and forcefully to save

us in the face of far right policies that are proving to be disastrous to the general welfare and current and

fut ure well -being. Consider, for instance, the ideas outlined in my  Progressive Agenda of a More Sane Humanity.

The entire Earth Manifesto is dedicated to the idea that some day, after we have stuck with a lot of other

options that are inimical to the great  er good, a growing consensus will develop that is centered on propositions

like those contained in this manifesto. Like the fact, for instance, that much better cooperative problem

solving is needed in civilized societies to achieve goals consistent with the common good. Let 6s
instead of allowing Big Money and poorly accountable corporate entities to corrupt ou r political system and

create monopolies and pursue excessively ruthless free -for -all race -to -the -bottom competition.
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Economicand ecol ogi cal ruin, after al |, wi || be the oO0tragedy
competing interest groups should have unlimited freedom of
that more costly bailouts are a -c o mi n 6! gHdamce, kemember -- common good, yes! Tragedy of the

Commons, no! Watch the sensationally beautiful documentary ~ Our Planet, for appreciation!

The ideas Milton Friedman wanted to incubate were a form of gospel  -like economic fundamentalism that has
been shown to be potentially disastrous, as when adverse impacts resulted from ruthless economic imperialism,
bubble economic policies, deregulated exp loitation, anti -egalitarian national priorities, fraudulent activities and
reduced accountability, all of which contributed to wreaking far -reaching hardships on billions of people around
the world during the financial crisis and recession of 2008 and 2009 . Milton Friedman and folks in his Chicago
School of Economics championed ideas that could most easily be imposed during economic or political shocks like
recessions, financial panics, periods of revolutionary instability, military coups or other subversi ons of fair -
minded governments. These ideas are subject to manipulative propaganda by reactionary conservatives, who
employ them for unfair, undemocratic and system corrupting political purposes.

In her book The Shock Doctrine, activist Naomi Klein crit icized some of Friedman's economic ideas, identifying
them with the principles that guided the economic restructuring that followed harsh military coups in Chile and
Argentina in the 1970s. The great linguist and philosopher Noam Chomsky agreed with Naom i Klein in pointing
out t hat policies supported by Friedman have contributed to increasing inequality and widening disparities in
income and wealth. Both of them conclude that such outcomes are problematic and have been exploited by
conservatives as an ideological cover for rationalizing capital accumulation by  rich people and giant corporations .

Climate Action

A U.S. government r eport published in November 2018 declared that climate change is real, and human activities
are primarily to blame. This repo rt by 13 federal agencies unequivocally contradicted Donald Trump's claims
that climate change is a hoax. The report instead confirmed that the evidence is unambiguous that increasing
damages and risks are being driven by man -made causes, principally incl uding emissions of greenhouse gases and
the chopping down of vast tracts of forests, especially rainforests in equatorial regions. The report concluded,
"evidence for a changing climate abounds, from the top of the atmosphere to the depths of the oceans."

Stern warnings have also been repeatedly issued by the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, indicating we have less than 12 years to take bold steps to keep
global warming at a level beyond w hich risks will cataclysmically worsen of extreme heat, severe droughts,
disastrous floods, terrible wildfires, and dire poverty for hundreds of millions of people. U nprecedented urgent
changes are needed to prevent this tragedy . Scientists give us hope by speculating that these actions are both
affordable and feasible , and that we must take action at the most ambi tious end of the Paris Accord pledges.
It is wrong for the  Trump administration to make budget cuts to climate research and mitigat ion programs, and
to repeal Obama-era rules focused on carbon emissions, and to withdraw the U.S. from the Paris Climate
Accords -- and to stint on contributions to the eminently fair Green Fund to offset our harmful climate impacts

on billions of persons in other countries.

The U.S. has experienced more than 230 weather and climate disasters since 1980 that have cost in excess of

$1.5 trillion in total damages. In 2017 alone, some of the most intense hur ricanes in history caused damages
exceeding $300 billion in Texas, Florida, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, the Carolinas and other states. And
terrible wildfires in Northern Cal  ifornia have been more lethal than ever in recorded history in the past two
years. 0Great economic stimulusé, Trump can 6lebaly?mEGOSTLN.e d

In addition to spiraling costs, scientists say the climate crisis could render parts of planet Earth uninhabitable
within this century, and heat waves in places like the Pacific Northwest, the Southwest, Europe and Asia in the
summers of 2017 and 2018 are a harbinger of much worse things to come. The time is now to take bo Id action
to prevent the worst scenarios associated with failing to reduce greenhouse g as emissions. We should make
dramatic shifts to mitigate climate change, and alter our efforts from being voluntary to being collective action
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through powerful incentiv es and green fees, as advocated by organizations like the Citizens Climate Lobby and
proponents of bold climate actions like Al Gore in  An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power.

We should all support a real clean energy revolution. As former Vice President Al Gore points out in his tireless
efforts to train large numbers of climate champions to influence U.S. and international climate policy, he is
inspiring people with the responsible understanding that the stakes have never been higher, and yet the worst
perils of the climate crisis could be overcome with human ingenuity, passion and proper commitments.

Scientists are right that the truly responsible thing to do would be to leave a much larger proportion of fossil

fuels in the ground, and to conserve ene rgy and use it more efficiently and find  better methods for greening
our ways. This should be accomplished by implementing powerful incentives that will help make the inevitable
and necessary transition to greener forms of energy -- ones that are renewabl e, less destabilizing to global
climate patterns of precipitation and storms, and more indefinitely sustainable. Reforms are better, in general,

when they involve incentives and disincentives in market pricing, rather than more intrusive regulations.

Those who have been indoctrinated to strongly oppose government regulations should be willing to have sensible
incentives and disincentives put into place to fairly price goods and services. After all, such market mechanisms
would have the common sense salubrious effect of preventing costs from being insidiously socialized through
the success of cantankerous exploiters in externalizing costs onto the populace. As Trump and his climate
denying cronies strive to roll back fuel efficiency standards on vehicles in the U.S., they are basically acting to
implement plans that will rashly and irresponsibly waste fossil fuels at a faster pace. This is epic foolishness.

Huge multinational corporate entities involved in extracting fossil fuels from deep beneath Earth’ s surface are
excessively overproducing these non -renewable energy resources, and they are mining these large quantities of
dirty fuels at artificially cheap prices because they do not include the mounting costs of pollution, oil spills,
associated adverse human health impacts, climate disasters and the real adversities being foisted onto people in

the future through the rapid depletion of these resources. The fact that we are over -producing these fuels
only to burn them profligately is wrong, especially i  n light of the fact that scientists tell us we should leave 80%

the known reserves of these combustible materials in the ground during the remainder of this century. Right
now, we are posed to burn through this cdemdndcimatewsadugons wi t h
that help prevent cal amitous costs of global warming and disasters caused by extreme weather events and other
climate disruptions, and ocean acidification and the decimation of coral reefs, and coastal calamities that will
result f rom warming temperatures causing inexorably higher sea levels and storm surges.

This state of affairs persists because unacceptable degrees of political corruption infuse oil politics. This
observation is confirmed by the fact that, instead of establishi ng effective incentives to strongly promote
conservation and more efficient uses of these dirty resources, perverse incentives have been put in place in
nations worldwide to give enormous subsidies and depletion allowances to gigantic corporations involved in
extracting fossil fuels. Such subsidies are bigger for fossil fuels than almost any other commodities, due to the
widespread "rent seeking" corruption involved in these highly lucrative pursuits. We have a real responsibility to

burn fossil fuels mor e frugally, so as to conserve them AND mitigate the dangerously detrimental impacts
associated with spewing tens of billions of tons of greenhouse gases into Earth's atmosphere every year.

Think again about Mark Twain® s s a statemient dhiat we have the best government money can buy . In recent
years, our leaders have failed miserably at establishing campaign finance limits and sensible controls over
lobbying, so our democracy has been subverted into divided coalitions in which underrepresented America ns
cede control to wealthy conservatives and profit  -obsessed corporate executives. The bottom line result is to
give us an absurd "kakistocracy", a system of government run by some of the worst , most poorly qualified and
most unscrupulous persons. This i s a part of the biggest con in history, which is unfolding right before our eyes.

This scam played on the American people features an ultimate bait  -and-switch scheme in which a dangerously
unfit demagogue managed to grab power by a litany of scurrilous me ans. He and those in his cabal are trying to
impose their agenda of austerity on the masses to finance new rounds of tax breaks for the rich, and their
agenda can clearly be seen to be anti -egalitarian, anti -progressive and anti -environmental.



Images assault our senses. The Bible tells believers to beware of false prophets who perform great wonders to
deceive even the faithful. Those who are wise will see clearly, and follow the money, and watch the real
deceitful machinations of self -serving, excessive ly profit -prepossessed abusers of power and privilege. They
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wi || understand that false prophets make reprehensibly

To Do the Right Thing, or Not To Do the Right Thing, That Is the Question

The gre at epic poet Dante might have condemned Donald Trump to wander the descending corridors of Inferno
forever, consigning him to spend time in the Second Circle of Hell for his lust, or the Third Circle for his
gluttony, or the Fourth Circle for his greed, or the Fifth Circle for his thin  -skinned propulsive anger, or the
Seventh Circle for his propensity to threaten violence to those who oppose him, or the Eighth Circle for his
hypocrisy, deceptions and sowing and exploiting of discord. Or Dante would have co  nsigned him to be frozen in a
lake of ice up to his neck in the worst  -of -all Ninth Circle of Hell for his treacherous co -conspiratorial scheming
to seize power and betray community ties and stoke bigotry, fear and hatred, and wreak havoc with financial
scams and his drive to satisfy his money -grubbing compulsion to bully others and exert authority.

Too Much on Trump

Our cartoon president was caught two months before the election on a tape recording conspiratorially asking his
fixer -lawyer Michael Cohen if they should pay off a woman in cash who Trump had had an affair with, while his
third wife Melania was nursing their child Barron.

another in the long litany of illegitimate ways he managed to succeed in triumphing over We the People.

Since the optics of this real news looks so bad, with Cohen pleading guilty to eight counts of federal crimes, and

poo

o0No, r
the conversation. This is real news, a smoking derringeratt esting to the mands profoundly

Paul Manafort being found guilty and al | ,-fixéf Rudyngiuisitiedsr r ent

to spin it as Trump having actually suggested they make

my wa ygneéd Giuliani, in a ridiculous attempt to get cult -like Republican stalwarts to believe his suspicious
version, rather than the clear evidence that anyone actually hear d upon listening to the tape, which has been
played repeatedly on national TV. Thisis Orwellian intrigue, emblematic of the moral turpitude of the regime.

Authoritarian Trump hates criticism  and frequently mocks and denigrates newspapers and journalists, especially
ones with progressive viewpoints like those articulated on MSNBC, or balanc  ed perspectives provided by CNN or
Public Broadcasting. He is not the first demagogue in American history to distort political discourse through
falsehoods and innuendo that exploit public fears and biases. In the early 1950s, Joseph McCarthy, a first

term Republican Senator from Wisconsin, ruthlessly manipul at ed peopl eds fear of
brought down because a courageous journalist named Edward R. Murrow understood that a bully like McCarthy
could not be dealt with by traditional reporting

Candidate Trump promised to change libel laws in a way that could undermine first amendment rights of free
speech and erode the freedom of the press. Once in power, however, he has found it preferable to bully and
intimidate to chill and confuse reason ed discussion. And he indulges in tweet storms to distract and deceive
people to try to keep them from clearly seeing al/l
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Constitution, we are all equal before the law. There is no Donald Trump Exception clause anywhere to be found.
Even the Founding Fathers had to take their lumps from their critics. But we get where he is coming from -
the political milieu of fascism. Fascist dictators -- even wannabe fascist dictators --cannot abi de

Following the money, federal investigators have granted immunity to the longtime Chief Financial Officer of the

criti

Trump Organizationtofind out about the shenanigans that have taken

And with former National Security Adviser Michael Flynn cooperating, along with Paul Manafort and Michael
Cohen, and revelations in the New York Times about the Trump fami | y6s c¢cr i mi nal t ax
outlandish lies and his Charitable Foundation fraud, these are more reasons why Trump must resign from power .

Reflections on Religion
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Most religions tell their faithful flocks how to behave to be saved from eternal p unishment in an imagined
afterlife. In this regard, religions provide solace for the hardships people endure in their lives, but they also
serve to enable injustices in the world right now. Curiously, religions thereby distract people from demanding
that their representatives in government act to honestly make the world a fairer and safer place today. And
established religions function as an opiate to the people, contributing to divisiveness that keeps people from
uniting to throw corrupt and deceitful po liticians out of office, and from demanding and getting substantial
reforms to our rigged economic and political systems to make them better for the populace , here and now.

Religions are good when they provide positive effects like closer community relati onships and a reverence for

the natural world, but they are bad when they serve to prevent people from taking responsible steps to ensure

that we leave a saner legacy in the real afterlife of our children's and grandchildren's lives and the lives of

everyone to be born in future generations. To dutifully wait for salvation in some hypothesized afterlife in the

hereafter is a much worse plan than demanding -- and getting -- fairer national policies in the world right now.

A bumper sticker seen on a dusty o Id car identifies another reason that established religions often serve to
rationalize and perpetuate the status quo: ORELI GI ON i s wh

In an astute political cartoon, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo declared that t he mullahs in Iran only care

about money and power, not religion. Really? That is another odd instance of Republican leaders accusing people

they regard as enemies with what they themselves are most guilty of, for surely Trump is not an honestly

religious man, and the radical Religious Right in the USA has sided with those who seek money and power and
control over those who care about the poor and the downtr
believe in evolution, but sure enough, it has de -evolved, going from the honorable Abraham Lincoln to the

conniving crook Richard Nixon to the blatantly deceitful and treacherous demagogue Donald Trump.

Peopl ebs adherence to religious dogmas i s, i n sommewlegay s,
observed in his philosophical treatise The Aristos, mi sgui ded religious thinking and
ramshackle water mills on a river that could serve hydroel
be achieved if these formid able energies, along with the enormous amounts of time and money devoted to

churches, were to be redirected into more moderate, salubrious, wholesome and peaceable channels. Imagine,

for instance, if we could transcend the horrible conflicts over religiou s supremacy that are taking place between

Christianity and Islam in the world today, as manifested by the 9/11 terrorist attacks against the U.S. and the

retaliatory War on Terror and military occupations of Afghanistan and Irag, and the on -going disastrou s war in

Syria, and the drone assassinations of Islamic extremists (and assorted innocents in the vicinity) in pl aces like

Pakistan, Yemen and Somalia. The American military has used air supremacy for years to bomb insurgents, yet

terrorist extremism gain ed excessive influence. The costs of these conflicts are terribly high in a world so

much in need of smarter and more salubrious investments of money and energy

Think how different the world would be if more people studied big picture open -minded progressive ideas,
future -respecting ideas, insightful ideas and enlightened ideas, rather than closed -minded, myopic and narrowly
partisan and parochial thinking. The s ynapses of our brains have a remarkable neuroplasticity, and maybe with
broader ways of seeing, these synapses would build new circuits and shap onto new and providential perspectives
and understandings that would revolutionarily affect our societies in po sitive ways. This might even make it
easier for us to work together to achieve greater good goals!

We need a spiritual renaissance in the world today, and if authorities in established religions are not willing and
able to lead in honestly righteous dire ctions, they should get out of the way. Specific plans for actually
creating a more propitious world are articulated in the essays of the Common Sense Reviva - Book One of the
Earth Manifesto. See these detailed recommendations also  in Part Four of the Earth Manifesto online .

Truly, Dr. Tiffany B. Twain



"My Country, Right or Wrong"?

An Earth Manifesto publication by Dr. Tiffany B. Twain
November 2017, revised December 2018 and April 2019

Mark Twain made extraordinary observations about loyalty, unthinking patriotism and imperialistic nationalism in
his provocative essay Glances at History, in which he called the phrase My Country, Right or Wrong 60 an i nsul t
the nati on. 0 thodght-pvovakingepietehquated below in full , in 1906, four years before he died.

The great philosophic author and ce lebrity had also weighed in on these issues of loyalty and patriotism almost 20
years earlier in his 1889 novel A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court, when he wrote, "You see my kind of
loyalty was loyalty to one's ¢ ountry, not to its institutions or its office holders. The country is the real thing, the
substantial thing, the eternal thing; it is the thing to watch over, and care for, and be loyal to; institutions are
extraneous, they are its mere clothing, and clothing can wear out, become ragged, cease to be comfortable, cease
to protect the body from winter, disease and death. To be loyal to rags, to shout for rags, to worship rags, to die

for rags -- this is loyalty to unreason, it is pure animal; it belongs to monarchy, was invented by monarc hy; let
monarchy keep it."

Democracy in the USA today, in its turn, is what needs to be cared for, and loyalty should be given to inclusive

fair -minded representation of all constituencies. This is par ticularly crucial at this juncture in history becaus e

our democracy is under assault by authoritarians, demagogues, swindlers, con men and rogues. Carl Schultz, a
German immigrant who served as a military general in the Civil War,  and as a Republican Senator from Missouri,

and later as Secretary of t  he Int erior, expressed the more honorably  patriotic sentiment back in 1872 that, 0 My
country, rightorwrong; i f right, to be kept right; and if wrong, to

Today, wealthy conservatives are strongly opposing efforts to ri ght wrongs in their drive to push for more and

more perks for themselves and their cronies, and for an ever  -bigger monopoly by the proverbial few on the total
accumulated wealth in the United States. This is a bizarre and rash top priority due to the bril liantly simple
understandings articulated by Nick Hanauerin  hisarticle The Pitchforks Are Comi inghisé For
piece, published as a 2014 Memo "To: My Fellow Zillionaires ", Hanauer makes it clear that it i s in the best

interest of all Americans, rich and poo r alike, to create a fairer society than we have today, so that justice and

peaceful coexistence have a better chance of reigning in the land of the free.

The ruthless agenda of wealthy people is reckless due to the focus of Republ ican politicians on shredding the
social safety net and making big cuts in public funding fo r healthcare in order to pay for = more tax breaks for the
highest income earners. They are accomplishing this retrogressive goal by perpetrating scandalous sc ams: First,
by imposing austerity measures and unnecessary hardships on the vast majority of Americans , who they are
mercilessly cheating and lying to, a nd effectively stealing from  -- at a terrible cost to the overall well -being of
the populace. Along with th is forced austerity comes a diminished democracy, a degraded environment, serious
Tragedy of the Commons harms, spiking public debt, and pathological assaults against Golden Rule fairness
principles, which in contrast are commendably championed by proponents of more broadly shared prosperity and
social ju stice, environmental justice and peaceable coexistence.
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A main way that the super -rich are getting away with their Uber -swindle against the common good is by driving
up the national debt every year.  This is an insult to the nation because these folks have already gotten away

with paying historically low tax rates since Ronald Reagan radically reduced the top tax rates in the 1980s from

a long-standing 70%, or higher, t o onl y 28 %. They achieved this treachery
downdé Big Lie, claiming that | ow tax rates on the highest
forward three decades, and this r eckless strategy has been a principal factor in unconscionably driving up the

debt from less than $1 trillion in 1981 to a staggeringly risk -laden $22 trillion in  early 2019 .

It is colossally foolish to give more debt  -fin anced tax breaks to rich people , because this heightens the risks of

a severe debt crisis. I't would have been much smarter an
PENNY MOREO ib ®ax Quisvoetime top 1% . It is crazy to allow rich people to add any more to the

national debt to increase their fortunes and the glaring disparities in income and wealth between them and all

others.

Mark Twain also focused in his essay Glances at History on the propensity for the U.S. to become involved in

wars. This issue rings with a particul arly poignant and important clarion call in the world today due to the

findings of a National Security Poll conducted by NBC News in July 2017 that found a stunning 76% of the

American people are worried that the USA will become engaged in a major war with in 4 years. Since then, with

all the saber rattling threats between the Twitterer -in-Chi ef and North Koreads owuprem
and the religious theocrats in  Iran, this concern has perhaps increased. And though the Singapore Summit in

June 2018 partially defused this d anger with North Korea, there  has been so much turmoil and chao s in national

politics since then that the likelihood is increasing of a  Wag the Dog -like war to distract people from domestic

shenanigans and glaring injustices and all the investigations into malfeasance by Republicans.

Mark Twain was upset at U.S. militaristic imperialism when he wrote Glances at History , and specifically at the

terrible injustices perpetrated by our military in the Philippines. He was committed to speaking out as Vice

President of the American Anti  -Imperialism League against harsh injustices against peoples abroad, especially

during and after the Philippine -American War from 1899 to 1902, so he penned this brilliantly satirical polemic

to persuade r eaders of the reality of his way of understanding the situation. He was no doubt also irked at the

time because of the bigger context of  that era of profound economic inequities that prevailed due to the
excessive power of giantséeéprapodadrokebei thasofodriustt hose d

Glances at History

We, free citizens of the Great Republic, feel an honest pride in her greatness, her strength, her just and

gentle government, her wide liberties, her unsmirched flag, her hands clean fro m oppression of the weak and
of malicious conquest, her hospitable door that stands open to the hunted and the persecuted of all nations;

we are proud of the judicious respect in which she is held by monarchies ... and proudest of all of that lofty

patrio tism which we inherited from our fathers, which we have kept pure, and which won our liberties in the
beginning and has preserved them unto this day. While that patriotism endures, the Republic is safe, her
greatness is secure, and against them the powers of the earth cannot prevail.

| pray you to pause and consider. Against our traditions we are how entering upon an unjust and trivial war, a

war against a helpless people, and for a base object -- robbery. At first our citizens spoke out against this
thin g, by an impulse natural to their training. Today they have turned, and their voice is the other way.
What caused the change? Merely a politician's trick -- a high-sounding phrase, a blood-stirring phrase which

turned their uncritical heads: Our Countr y, right or wrong!  An empty phrase, a silly phrase. It was shouted
by every newspaper, it was thundered from the pulpit, the Superintendent of Public Instruction placarded it

in every schoolhouse in the land, the War Department inscribed it upon the flag . And every man who failed
to shout it or who was silent, was proclaimed a traitor -- none but those others were patriots. To be a
patriot, one had to say, and keep on saying, "Our Country, right or wrong", and urge on the little war. Have

you not perce ived that that phrase is an insult to the nation?
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For in a republic, who is "th e Country"? Is it the Government which is for the moment in the saddle? Why,
the Government is merely a servant -- merely a temporary servant; it cannot be its prerogative to d etermine
what is right and what is wrong, and decide who is a patriot and who isn't. Its function is to obey orders, not
originate them. Who, then, is "the Country"? Is it the newspaper? Is it the school superintendent? Is it the
pulpit? Why, these are mere parts of the country, not the whole of it; they have not command, they have
only their little share in the command. The y are but one in the thousand; it is in the th ousand that command
is lodged; they must determine wh at is right and what is wrong; they must decide who is a patriot and who
isn't.
Who are the thousand -- that is to say, who are "the Country"? In a monarchy, the king and his family are
the country; in a republic it is the common voice of the people. Each of you, for himself, by hims elf and on
his own responsibility, must speak. And it is a solemn and weighty responsibility, and not lightly to be flung
aside at the bullying of pulpit, press, government, or the empty catch -phrases of politicians. Each must for
himself alone decide wh at is right, and what is wrong, and which course is patriotic and which isn't. You
cannot shirk this and be a man. To decide it against your convictions is to be an unqualified and inexcusable
traitor, both to yourself and to your country, let men label you as they may. If you alone of all the nation
shall decide one way, and that way be the right way according to your convictions of the right, you have done
your duty by yourself and by your country  -- hold up your head! You have nothing to be ashamed o f.

Only when a republic's life is in danger should a man uphold his government when it is in the wrong. There is
no other time. This Republic's life is not in peril. The nation has sold its honor for a phrase. It has swung

itself loose from its  safe anchorage and is drifting, its helm is in pirate hands. The stupid phrase needed
help, and it got another one: "Even if the war be wrong, we are in it and must fight it out: we cannot retire
from it without dishonor." Why, not even a burglar coul d have said it better. We cannot withdraw from this
sordid raid, because to grant peace to those little people on their terms -- independence -- would dishonor
us. You have flung away Adam's phrase -- you should take it up and examine it again. He said, "An inglorious
peace is better than a dishonorable war."  You have planted a seed, and it will grow.

Wow! -- These understandings are a sly way of speaking real truth to power! These words reverberate off the

interior walls of the echo chambers in which ~ we are ensconced, suddenly competing to focus our attention and

put a spotlight on all the epic distractions, which notably include the Master  -Manipulator -in-Chi ef 6 s t weet s
our online social feeds and the scandalous and scandal-obsessed daily news that features ranting -and-raving

Rush Limbaugh and the ideol ogical extremist Sean Hannity and Fox & Friends, for millions of people, and Rachel

Maddow, Lawrence O6Donnel I, Brian Williams, Wa sntorie hapdsto n = P o ¢
and accurate progressive perspectives, for millions of others. As aut hor Michelle Alexander putit: 0 The r i ght
to speak truth to power is the foundation of democracy and must be vigilantly protected and defended. Now

more than ever. 6

The following perspicacious ideas explore and elaborate upon these ways of seeing things, and are brought to
bear to help explain what is going on in our world today, and how and why we find ourselves in such da  untingly
dilemma-filled straits, and what we should rightly do about it.

Today, extreme partisanship is dominating our politics to such a degree that the vast majority of Americans are
unable to get their representatives to act in their best interests. This is because we have a "political duopoly"
system of gover nance in which the wealthy few are able to sow acrimonious divisions amongst the many, thereby
helping them satisfy their narrowly selfish drives for a bigger monopoly on wealth and power.

Behind this apparent bitter divisiveness in our politics today lies a deeper bipartisan consensus in which Big
Money donors have bought our democracy and staunchly oppose any real changes to the pathetic planks that are
foundational to this fraud. This is why the social security safety net is being shredded, and it is wh y urgently
needed reforms have not been made. This is how the interests of the wealthy few are advanced while those of

the majority are harshly undermined. This is why the worst provisions of the =~ Amazing Disgrace debt -financed
Trump Tax Folly were enacte d without a single vote of support by Democrats in Congress. As a sad result, the
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voices of tens of millions of Americans are being arrogantly ignored, and their personal security is being
sacrificed. These times are definitely trying our souls.

Charles Ferguson writes about aspects of this situation with incisive understanding and persuasive insight in his
book Predator Nation: Corporate Criminals, Political Corruption, and the Hijacking of America. He makes this
point that moneyed interests dominatingl y control our political duopoly system in the U.S., and consequently the
government generally acts in matters related to Wall Street and both tax and environmental policy to primarily

benefit the wealthy few. They do this in part by manipulating public op inion using the influence of people in
deeply ideological 0 ¢ 0 n wrbalaneed media dutlets ke Rok News thak shrevedly dffect
public opinion in harm -engendering ways, and pathologically help enable the swampy corrupted status quo.

And therefs no question about it -Mand with ruthlaskhksazen bands by h
tipping the scales of justice -- people with Big Money have been allowed to have far greater influence than the

vast majority of the people. Donald Trump has served as a treacherous Trojan horse for rich conservatives to

seize power and use it oppressively, and to facilitate abuses of influence by plutocrats, allowing them to

dominate our national decision making in the USA.

The wise Athenian lawmake r Solon earned the reputation of being "the father of democracy"” for having been

effective in forging adequately fair compromises between the rich and the poor in classical Athens, saving the

republic from revolutionary strife. We would be smarttoseeth i s | esson of hi story, and
join together and seek consensus solutions to all our biggest challenges!

Americans everywhere on the political spectrum love personal freedoms, from leftist radicals and hippies of the
Sixties to Libertarian s and "Don't Tread on Me" protestors and hyper -partisan anti -government Tea Party
types and members of the right -wing Freedom Caucus faction. So it is ironic that manipulative politicians have
managed to push policies that are contrary to individual liber  ties and the overall well -being of the people. Itis
truly bizarre how successful they have been at sabotaging live  -and-let -live Golden Rule reciprocity principles,
and at giving excessive wealth and power to the top 1% at the expense of everyone else.

Let s open our eyes, and demand action to reduce the infl
campaign finance restrictions and reforms related to gerrymandering, voting rights and lobbying . Enact the
anti-corruption i nit i astalsovaeopt faier, Rmote,steeply graddated national tax policies and act

to ensure more inclusive live -and-let -live social attitudes, and rise up in salubrious solidarity to positively change
the current retrograde state of affairs!

In a world still reeli ng from the exceedingly high costs of the severe credit crisis and subsequent recession of

late 2008, and anon-goi ng omi nous expl osion of public debt-jackétedagai n
book with the preposterously provocative title, Predat or Nation: Corporate Criminals, Political Corruption, and

the Hijacking of America.  Ferguson, after all, had directed the illuminating documentary film, Inside Job , which

exposed some pretty ugly and damning culpabilities that contributed to the cathartic calamity of the financial

crisis. On the very first page, Ferguson did not disappoint, providing food for thought with the understanding

that the financial crisis that struck during those panicky days was caused by a variety of factors that notably

incuded massive fraud, and yet not a single financi al execu
there been any serious attempt by the federal government to use civil suits, asset seizures, or restraining
orders to extract fines or restitution from the people responsible for plunging the world economy into

r e c e s s idespité the fact that this profiteering malfeasance cost many ftrillions of dollars.

On Page 2 of Predator Nation , Charles Ferguson makes an intriguing statement that since the release of Inside

Job, o6a | arge amount of new materi al has emerged that revea
knew exactly what was going on, and that it was highly fr
over the last thit vy year s, the U.S. financi al sector has become a

getting started. As he delved into the meat of the matter, the details were sensational. This state of affairs
is facilitated by a political duopoly of Republicans an d Democrats that allows such swindles, and gives the
preponderance of all benefits of economic activities to a small elite of influence -abusing rich people. We should
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take our cue from the great Declaration of Independence, in which our Founders bemoaned 0a | ong trai:
abuses and usurpationso6 by the British monarchy and assert
of governance Ol aying its foundation on such principles ai

seemmostlikely t o effect their Safety and Happiness. 6

Today, after Republican politicians used a scurrilous litany of basically illegitimate means to seize power, they

are acting | i keeersidgeteiconsucher protections hammered out in the Dodd  -Frank Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection Act , in addition to sacrificing the environment to benefit polluters and
profiteers in the shortterm . So the pendulum is swinging backwards, and this is bad news for humanity!

Revealingly, Wall Street banksare among the biggest beneficiaries of the Re
fact, fresh off getting caught lying about millions of fake accounts and systematically ripping off its own

customers, Wells Fargo got a $3.35 billion windfall. The other Big Bank s are expected to fare almost as well.

It takes an army of lobbyists to get these kinds of result s from Washington. And the sad truth is that you may

be paying for that army. 6

There's something happenin' here
What it is ain't exactly clear
| think it's time we stop
Children, what's that sound?
Everybody look at what's going down.
--- For What It's Worth, Buffalo Springfield, 1967

One of the main strategies of thecAdmirssgationastta redacs protections@fongr es s
the environment so that big corporations can treat our home planet like a business in liquidation, rather than as

a healthy going concern. In the brilliantly satirical 1935 novel It Candt Ha the eharactéreBuzz,
Windrip is a demagogic authoritarian who takes over the U.S.  government, and the triumphant Windrip declared
that there would thereafter be only one political party, the American Corpora te State and Patriotic Party (" no!",

he added, "with somet hing of his former good -humor, there are to be two parties, the Corporate and those who
don't belong to any party at all, and so, to use a common phrase, are just out of luck!")

Revealingly, entrenched interest groups exploit resentments, confusion, misunderstandings, apathy and despair

to prevent common good reforms. They encourage modes of thinking that le  ad us to believe problems are not

solvable, that nothing we do will matter, or that issues are too complex for there to be even an opportunity for

change. Alex Steffen wrote in  The Politics of Optimism t hat 0 i t-standing politicabantdo sow the seeds

of mistrust between those you waowMid crhulMe Cownerell d , Niowd rgoidn

Cynicism is often seen as a rebellious attitude in Western popular culture, but in reality, cynicism is an attitude

that often is complacent in conformity to the desires of those in power. In this regard, cynicism can be seen to

be a form of inadvertent obedience. As for pessimistic attitudes , ponder these words from the great ecologist,
environmentalist, aerial photographer and filmmaker Yann Arthus  -Bertrand, in his extraordinary film Home: 01 n

the past 200,000 years, humans have upset the balance of planet Earth, a balance established by ne arly four

billion years of evolution. We must act now. It is too late to be a pessimist. The price is too high. Humanity

has little time to reverse the trend and change its patter

Alex Steffen also expresses the ideain ~ The Politics of Optimism that optimism is a political act; and that great

movements for social change always begin with statements of great optimism. This is one reason why |, Dr.

Tiffany B. Twain, so passionately propose providentially good solutions to problems thr oughout the Twelve Books

of the Earth Manifesto. Steffen wrote: 0O0Opti mi sm, by cont
silent, can be revolutionary. Where no one believes in a better future, despair is a logical choice, and people in

despair almost never change anything. Where no one believes a better solution is possible, those benefiting

from the continuation of a problem are safe. Where no on e believes in the possibility of action, apathy becomes

an insurmountable obstacle to reform. But introduce intelligent reasons for believing that action is possible,

that better solutions are available, and that a better future can be built, and you unleash the power of people to
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act out of their highest principles. Shared belief in a better fu ture is the strongest glue there is: it creates
the opportunity for us to | ove one another, and | ove is an

Hallelujah! Let us adopt a philosophic attitude  -- | invite readers to exit their echo chambers and accompany
me into a Big Picture arena informed by comprehensive understandings, and to make honest efforts to see how
potentially positive these extensive understandings really are. Keep in mind that all the policy proposals made in
these writings honor social justice and  environmental justice, and therefore all these recomme  nded plans are
fair -minded, and are structured in highly progressive ways rather than in regressive ways.

Quite unfortunately for the American people, the Republican Party represents entrenched special privil ege, and

worse, Republican politicians have allowed their extreme right -wing fringe to come in from the cold of their

deserved exile, and to seize power with their Chaotic  -Decider -in-Chief and strategists like the diabolically

cunning Steve Bannon (from January until August 2017) and the bigoted Stephen Miller. In this bizarre
Republican regime, Bannon had grabbed a seat as the most influential White House advisor for the first seven

months of this Trumpi an era of folly. Bannon went back to being the head of the emotion -exploiting, conspiracy

theory -propagating Breitbart News, a far -right news, opinion and commentary website that he described in

2016 as Othe pl atifghmé.of THhies agtoup pathetically regfects
white nationalism and extreme right ideologies.

Steve Bannon had a tumultuous tenure as the Chief Strategist in the White House, and then after being  ousted
from his rabble -rousing position of power and immediately returning  to Breitbart, he declared he felt 0 jcked
up6 and omi nowal ywidtelt | ame dwor ds, ONow | 6ve gditeamyunthands ba

These developments cause me to hear a refrain that keeps on coming like a reverberating voice from heaven,

again echoing the extraordinarily prescient novel It Can't Happen Here , which was written by Sinclair Lewis in

1935. Lewis was America's first Nobel Prize winner for Literature, in recognition of the cogent stories he told

about middle class folks and th eir struggles during the Roaring Twenties. The novel It Can't Happen Here

concerns a shrewd demagogue named Buzz Windrip who runs against Franklin D. Roosevelt and others in the

national elections of 1936, and managed to triumph by using demagogic rhetori ¢ and manipulative actions to

seize power. Not long after he took office, Windrip imposed dictatorial rule, and enforced it with terrorizing

paramilitary militia forces  ( the Minute Men 6.) Some say that this couldndt haprt
b o o kefrasn echoes in the interstices of my mind, "The hell it can't!"

The man who seizes totalitarian power in It Can't Happen Here happens to be the Democratic candidate for the
presidency, and that makes it a dramatic contrast to the Populist -Demagogue in-Chief who has taken over the
Republican Party. It is revealing that Donald Trump was a registered Democrat as recently as 2009, SO indeed a
demagogue could almost as easily have come from the fringes of the Democratic Party as from the fringes of

the Republican Party. But it just happens that Trump managed to usurp power in the Republican Party, for that

political institution  offe rs the most fertile soil for the sprouting of authoritarian impulses. A s Bob Altemeyer
asserts in his online The Authoritarians , conservatives tend to be most easily manipulated because they exhibit
the psychological trait of tending to feel comfortable b eing oauthoritarian foll owersboé,

specific retrogressive tendencies.

Could the good old USA actually become a repressive authoritarian state?  To quote and paraphrase and
extrapolate on the words of the central character Doremus Jess up in It Can't Happen Here "Why, t her ed
country in the world that can get more hysterical -- yes, or more obsequious -- than America. Listen to the

divine oracles on the radio and in the media. Remember all the episodes of Tammany graft and Chicago gangs

and crooked Wall Street bankers. Remember the million -dollar evangelists and the Ku Klux Klan and our Red

scares and war hysteria and wartime censorship of honest newspapers. Bad as Russial Remember when the hick

legislators in certain states, in  obedience to William Jennings Bryan, who learned his biology from his pious old

grandma, set up shop as scientific experts and made the whole world laugh itself sick by forbidding the teaching

of evolution? Remember how trainloads of people have gone to e njoy lynchings? Not happen here! Prohibition -

- shooting down people just because they might be transporting liquor - no, t hat coul Anmmefica! happ
Why, where in all hi story has there ever been a people so
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Today, the world has become increasingly vulnerable to anti -democratic authoritarian rule, due to the ease with
which anti -immigrant fervor can be exploited. This sad state of affairs is being accompanied by a rising tide of
refugees, desperate asylum seekers, ethnic strife, political instability and spiking sentiments of tribal
factionalism, nationalism and stoked sectarian religious fanaticism. And all of this is unfolding in a context of
the hegemony of a system of what Naomi Klein calls  Shock Doctrine "disaster capitalism”. A sad feature of the
undesirable rise to power of operatives promoting disaster capitalist outcomes is that there is a spike in
extr emes of inequality between rich people, on the one hand, and poor people and those in the increasingly
insecure middle classes, on the other.

The Deceiver -in-Chief frequently attacks journalists, saying that reporters often make up "fake news" using

unnamed sources, andhe has repeatedly described them as being "the
ruses , and his many oalternative factsbo, @onald aump digtontethei ¢ a | t
truth and tells more lies than any president in history, as evidenced by a long list of these untruths summarized

for readers by the New York Timesi nTrumpds Lies, T h.e An® byfnidr Detember 2018, tiset
Washington Post Faatct kEhsdkdradolcoeent ed more thansmaddltyo f al
Trump in his first 7 00 days in office. The environmental advocacy organization N RDC commendably evaluates

some of the most consequenti al litythat ufgesuus o @@pose hisecensequerdial e al i n g
villainy. 6 O, w hanagled veeb we weave when first we practiceto d e ¢ e i, said SirdWalter Scott

Good investigative reporting is invaluable in a democracy, as can be seen with the unraveling of glaring omissions

and apparent lies that Donald Trump Jr. and Attorney General Jeff Sessions and others in the Trump circle

have told about their involvements  with Russians interfering in our 2016 elections. Treacherously, Trumpds al |l
on Capitol Hi |l | have been escalating their efforts in rec:¢
and to impugn the integrity of career law enforcement profession als in the FBI and the Justice Department.

The succinct words of President Harry Truman warn us: "Once a government is committed to the principle of

silencing the voice of opposition, it has only one way to go, and that is down the path of increasingly re pressive
measures, until it becomes a source of terror to all its citizens and creates a country where everyone lives in
fear." Good citizens in a democratic republic support their leaders when they do the right things -- those

consistent with the common good -- and they oppose their leaders w hen they do the wrong things. Perhapsi tis
true that understandings of right and wrong have been contested and convoluted ever since God supposedly

banished Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden for having eaten the fruit from oO0Othe tree of t
good and evil 6. According to astute psychol ogist Stephen
tribe". I n the confines of our echo chambers, we oftpgentivedondot s

But truer understandings of right and wrong can be easily found. For instance, the perceptive Professor Robert

Reich articulated the things that honestly constitute good citizen goals in his book Supercapitalism, contrasting
them to narrower a nd more selfish goals of consumers wanting cheap prices and investors wanting higher
returns on their money. | have conveniently summarized these things online in The Common Good, Properly

Understood. Rober t Ritedt ddoldThe Common Goodalso contains excellent insights, and | recommend my
own Common Sense Revivald Book One of the Earth Manifesto.

In the biggest picture perspective, humanity should rightly be loyal to the future well -being and survival of our

kind, rather than to the officeholders in our government and the priorities of their narrowly -focused corporate

backers and wealthy campaign contributors. As British philosopher Bertrand Russell once declared, "The whole

problem with the world is that fools and fanatics are always so certain o f themselves, and wiser people so full of

doubts" Dond6t doubt that strat egiall-soo-éffectivd way tocduedermpiredheit generalr e an
welfare, and that blaming the wrong people or causative factors is a seditious ploy used by savvy propa gandists

to gain and abuse power.

Master manipulators have savagely divided t he American people into antagonistic camps residing in their own
separate propaganda-informed echo chambers. Facts have become slickly fluid, and the leaders who have gained
control of the government are demonstrating an arrogant disdain for rules of law and civil norms, and the
president is telling brazen ly manipulative lies. Social media has served to exacerbate these dangerous divisions
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by promoting selective spin on news stor ies and negative conspiracy theories, and journalists are being
threatened for doing a good job of investigative reporting. The independence of the Justice Department is
being undermined, and the Supreme Court has been waylaid by ideologically extreme app ointees. This will likely
get worse with the retirement of Justice Anthony Kennedy and the subsequent controversial confirmation of
the long-time Republican partisan Brett Kavanaugh. Conservatives have refused to compromise, and political
sycophants are loyally marching to the tune of a crazed alpha male wannabe whose demagogic actions have given
him great power and influence in spite of the fact that his priorities are radically self -serving and his character
seems to be in a state of egom aniacally narcissistic arrested development, and he cares much more for money
and himself and his family than for the tru e greater good of the people, and he disdains democratic fairness,
and seem not to give a damn for the future well -being of the USA and life on Earth.

The right thing to do would be to act in ways that are honestly most likely to put the top priorities of country

and people over political party, and to choose the common good of the American people over loyalty to Trump

and Pence and McComell and the Republican Party. Republicans in Congress should stop disgracing our nation

with faithful claptrap loyalty to Trump, right or wrong. Our representatives should rightly stop helping the

administration cover -up t he Trump campawgndms Ruswvdlavwesmeretdd! i ng in our
win. And our representatives should change ¢ ourse and stop enabling the rash ruses described in See Clearly.

Republican politicians today demonstrate that they are driven by one overriding principle, a nd that is to gain and
maintain power by pandering to rich people who want to perpetuate the system that gives them outsized
benefits while skimping on more important national priorities. This is why they push to cut spending on social
safety net programs and protections of the environment, and allow high costs to be foisted onto the masses and

all folks in the future. To accomplish this, they unconscionably contribute to continuing to run up the national

debt to finance tax cuts and poorly managed federa | spending. These stalwart politicians in the D.C. swamp are
stubbornly dedicated to this tax cutting Santa Claus strategy in political economics, despite its terribly tragic
implications for the health, well -being and future security of the American peop le and all of humanity.

Adolf Hitler declared that absolutism was desirable to achieve totalitarian goals, uttering these words:
"The greatness of every mighty organization embodying an idea in this world lies in the religious fanaticism and
intolerance wi th which, fanatically convinced of its own right, it intolerantly imposes its will against all others."

One of the most serious ways Trump is trying to cling to power and perpetuate a long -term extreme influence
over American society is by stacking fede ral courts with ideologues who he hopes will be reliably loyal to his

corporate friendly, wealthy -people favoring, discriminatory and anti -egalitarian agenda, and his resource
exploiting allowances and environment harming plans. He is appointing judges wh o are relatively young, with an

average age under 50 years ol d. 0That 1is surely no accide
favor younger nominees who will remain on the bench for decades -- and serve as a farm team of future

Supreme Cou r t pi cks. With a friendly Senate and a defanged fi
nomi nees wi ||l shape American | aw for generations to come,

for proponents of the far right agenda was incr ~ easingly obvious at the end of June 2018, when a string of 5 -4
rulings was made by the high court, with  politically chosen Neil Gorsuch representing the deciding vote.

Extreme ideology should have no place on the Supreme Court or in federal district courts . After all, every
judge or Justice of the United States is required to take an oath of office in which they solemnly swear that
they wil!/ admini ster justice Owithout respect to persons,

me Goakt®s ldemand that Supreme Court Justices honestly do e

The Narcissist -in-Chief values loyalty over all other qualities  -- loyalty to him, that is. In contrast, he seems to

be quite willing to abandon anyone whenever i tis convenient for him personally. He told the FBI Director James

Comey privately, before firing him in an apparent act of trying to obstruct justice, "l need loy alty. | expect

loyalty." He often expressed intense anger at his Attorney General Jeff Sess ions for having recused himself

from the investigation of the Trump campaignds coordinat:.
get elected. It is exceedingly curious that a man so sensitive to the issue of loyalty would be so eager to betray

the best interests of millions of struggling Americans who voted for him by giving huge tax breaks to the rich,
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and by jeopardizing millions of peopl eds heal thcare and
protections of consumers, a habitable en vironment, and women, children and people in racial minorities.

Today, with Donald Trump demanding loyalty from others, yet throwing anyone under the bus that displeases

him, we can see clearly that it is profoundly misguided to be loyal to politicians who engage in self-serving

conflicts of interest and broad abuses of power. We should rightly be loyal to the principles upon which our

great democratic republic was founded, as spel | adforroat i n
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote

the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty t

Those Americans who are part of the Resistance against power -abusing Republican politicians are the true
patriots in America today, and those who proudly wear "Make America Great Again" caps are often manifesting

a foolishly blind obedience to "conservative" politicians  who are double-crossing them and betraying greater
good goals, and in many instances undermining the moral good of human social groups.

To help win his campaign for the presidency, the Ruthless -Art -of -the -Deal-in-Chief enlisted the help of Steve

Bannon because he was an expert raughthexepentment ifnd | pelo plbe d € d mc
Breitbart Newsd. Steve Bannon had been able to mine the
for Peter Sc hwe i z amddeuenddfiled bogko ElimtonpCash. Trump and Bannon received | avish

financial support from the nefarious billionaire Robert Mercer and his daughter Rebekah, and exploited

information fromthe data -anal yti cs fir m, Cambridge Analytica, an offsh
foreign governments and militaries on influencing elections and public opinion using the tools of psychological
war fare. 6 According to information on Wikipedia, the r ol e
on both the Trump campaign and the pro -Br exi t campai g s beemdis@ted and is the sabjeat of
ongoing criminal investigations in both countries. ¢

The dark figure of Steve Bannon is illuminated by Joshua Green in his book Devil's Bargain - Steve Bannon,
Donald Trump, and the Storming of the  Presidency. Green tells the story of Bannon acting as "the shadowy

President of the United States" who utilized insights into
purposes and developed 0&an apocal yptdng anneadof-days batde bp dll r i ght
necessary means against assorted enemies: jihadists, progressives, Acela -corri dor Republicans, t

Among the shrewd strategies that demagogues utilize to seize power, one of the worst is making unrelenting

eff orts to create divisive wedges between people by blaming others and scapegoating them, and by promoting
crude stereotypes. 0 A n i marlhese rdses are contrary to unifying principles and the common good, and they
can be better understood as a part of the twelve main tactics and manipulative schemes used by demagogues to
stir up fanatical support, as examined in  Demagoguery and the Dangers of the Demise of Democracy

Favorite targets of those who scapegoat throughout history ha ve alternately been communists, socialists,
immigrants, poor people, people in racial minorities, Jews, Gypsies, feminists, dissenters, investigative

reporters, journalists, liberals, marijuana users, long haired hippies in the Sixties, heretical religious folks,

Muslims and terrorists . Since 9/11, trillions of dollars have been devoted to destroying terrorists and assorted

freedom fighters around the world, many of whom have been driven to their violent opposition by extreme

injustices perpetrated by those who decide that one of our n ationds top priorities should
dollars waging this offensive.

Of the many villainous ploys demagogues use to grab power, the exploitation of people's racial and ethnic biases

is one of the most ethically deplorable. In It C a mppeh Herka Senator Windrip sets forth his political
platform during the very first week of his campaign for t
Points of Victory for the Forgotten Men. 6 Amdreqg r loies foif fr toe
voting, holding public office, practicing law, medicine, or teaching in any class above the grade of grammar

school, and they shall be taxed 100 per cent of all sums in excess of $10,000 per family per year which they

may earn orinanyother manner receive. o This preposterous ,andfoposal
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asimplereason: 60 si nce nothing so elevates a di sposs e sstehdve fome mer o
race, any race, on whi ch \mneghtcTampiahlook down. é Thatds do

Ever since slaves were freed in the 1860s and black people were subsequently given more expansive civil rights
in the 1960s, there has been a racial backlash against blacks and their rights to vote. This was the basis of the
Southern Str ategy developed by Barry Goldwater and Richard Nixon to increase political support among white
voters in the South by appealing to racism against African Americans. This strategy has stubbornly persisted
to help Republican politicians gain a narrow majori ty in all the branches of government  (until Jan. 3, 2019) .

Non-Hispanic whites are continuing a long -term demographic decline from about 90% of the population in 1950

to about 60% today, and it is estimated that white people will slip below 50% of the popu lation in maybe 25

years. It sure would be a good time to set a precedent for treating minorities more fairly, given that whites will

become a minority as these de mographic changes continue long-term trends. Given that rates of childbearing

are much higher f or females in racial mi norities, why dondt Repul

Give close consideration to the underlying reasons that th
40 years. There is one overriding reason that this p  rosecution is pursu ed so ruthlessly and with such zeal. Itis

hinted at in a simple statistic  -- only about 12 percent of the U.S. population is African -American, but 36

percent of people in jails and prisons are black. Harsh drug laws are enacted by aut hority -abusing law-and-

order conservatives in order to control and repress the masses. Such laws are also designed to keep desperate

underclasses from developing an enthusiasm for revolutionary change. This is why reasonable folks want to make

our society truly fairer by helping  overturn the unjust status quo.

Seeing that Attor ney General Jeff Sessions tried  to ramp up the War on Drugs again, while he was in office,
with harsher penalties for the use of marijuana, the satirical Onioni magi ned a guy asking, " Sh
fail at a couple more new ideas, before going back to some

A friend of mine from North Carolina relates the story of her time in the South in the 1960s, when anti -
cohabitati on laws between unmarried adults were used as a pretextto  justify raids on the homes of long -haired
young people to try to bust them on drug charges. This in turn was a pretext for oppressing hippies, student
activists, liberal professors and people inr  acial minorities, especially including blacks and Latinos.

Almost half a million people are locked up in prisons and jails right now due to drug offenses, and many millions
have been convicted over the years. Tellingly, individuals convicted of a felony are not eligible to vote while
incarcerated or on parole, or on probation, or for two years after the completion of all supervised releases.

Here is yet another coldly -calculated means of suppressing votes of those who oppose injustices.

On a positive note, Florida voters decided in the November 2018 midterm elections to restore voting rights to

convicted felons who have served their time. This ballot initiative wa s a huge victory for the ACLU and other

activists, potentially expanding vo ting rights to more than 1.5 million Floridians , and may possibly tip the scales

toward Democratsin what matyhdec@untry's most significant swing stat

Demagogues al so exploit peopl eds national i st i akadvanmdeioflngs t «
people's feelings of nationalism by proclaiming "America First" during his campaign. When America First means

being bad neighbors and mercilessly exploiting others and undermining social cohesion and using extreme divisive

tactics, and pom pously declaringt hat we must build a huge wall on the bord
for it 6, and separating children from their parents who are

Nature, it is morally wrong. It is wrong to treat peo ple in other countries shabbily, or to maintain an attitude of
arrogant imperial hubris. It is also wrong to, in effect, wage a war on the poor to further enrich the rich.
Empathy and compassion may be the key to positive change, and surely it is a terri  ble plan to act like an asshole
toward O0shithol e itmay betarconeesient expedidiicy tb adopt asshole attitudes, such stances
are grotesquely antithetical to American values, and it is cartoonishly foolish to dangerously antagonize others
instead of treating them in ways that are more just, inclusive, fair, egalitarian and mutually secure and
peaceable for all concerned. More generous international assistance would be a smarter plan than oppressively
pushing other countries toward being fa iled states. Instead, the Trump administration has declared that it will
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slash hundreds of millions of dollars in foreign assistance to El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras to retaliate

for what it regards as their lack of help in reducing the flow of migr ants to the U.S. border.  This intentional
temper tantrum is bizarrely short -sighted, for in the long run it would  only worsen conditions in those countries
and uproot more desperate families from there, making our

Donald Trump made a big deal out of Made -in-America Week in July 2017, leaving many observers perplexed at
the depth of his hypocrisy in using products  manufactured abroad in all of his American hotels and golf resorts.
They were stunned to hear he had requested more than 230 foreign workers for his Florida properties alone
since the day he launched his presidential campaign. And it just doesn't square up for Ivanka Trump to have
had all the goods she sold made in Asian countries that have cheap labor and often dangerous w orking
conditions. Come on, lvanka, tells us real economic truths! And take fair -minded and ethical steps to institute
stronger controls over abusive labor practices and child labor in the factories that produce the goods you sell.

Clear understandingscan i nocul ate us against oOalternative facts-60 and
trut hdé wor dbdut the s@nbatiomdt words of Eugene Robinson, a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist, who
penned this stinging observation on July 17, 2017 in  The Country Deserves Much Better than Trump

It &s exhausting, I know, but donot | et outrage fatigue
incompetence of the Trump administration. This ugly departure from American norms and values must be

opposed with sustained passion -- and with the knowledge that things will probably get worse before they get

better.

Heaven help us, look where we are. We have a president -- commander in chief of the armed forces,
ostensibly the leader of the free world -- whose every word is suspect. President Trump is an inveterate
i ar. He dismisses provable facts as o0fake newsdé6 and inv

to the truth. He simply cannot be trusted.

We have a president whose North Star is naked se If -interest, not the good of the country. Trump cares
about his family, his company and little else. He dishonors the high office he holds, then reportedly spends
hours each day railing against cable -news coverage that he finds insufficiently respectful. His ego is a kind
of psychic black hole that devours all who come into its orbit.

Another of many quotes attributed  to Mark Twain , perhaps apocryphally, was this: "It's easier to fool people

than to convince them that they have been fooled". This is a concept that rings true today, when so many

Trump and Pence supporters are sticking with their hoped  -for saviors, despite all evidence that  demagogic con

men are double-crossing them . Maybe this quote was actually uttered by that wily phrase -smith Yogi Berra. He

was, after all, known not only for his exploits on the baseball field, but was perhaps even more famous for his

paradoxi cal and whi msi cal guotes about | ife in geRoelmal . 5
twice, baseball bat to the face." Ouch!

Mark Twain suffered many personal tragedies in his family and many financial setbacks, but he was still able to

articulate this fine sentiment: "A healthy and wholesome cheerfulness is not necessarily impossible to any
occupatinohight bf this auspiciously holistic attitude, | et
in the Bible, 0in the world ye shal/l have tribulation, but

Onecharacterin | t Candt H alpsereedthaHamather did not seemto  be depressed by the election of a

rogue authoritarian as president, and seemed instead to b
Lord, Mr . Jessup, I thought you knew your revolutionary ta
see,i f the Communists had paid for it they couldndét have ha
election of a pro -pl ut ocr at , itching militarist dictator l'i ke Buzz
di ssatisfied. But gt héprrehmnddedoagaynkBinthe armed troops.
and so millions of people will have arms and food rations in their hands - a | | ready for the revol u

Today, Republican politicians in particular cannot be trusted to support t heir country or the majority of the
American people over their political party and the entrenched special privilege for which it stands. Walter
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Shaub, the head of the Office of Governm  ent Ethics until he resigned in disgust in July 2017, pointed out that
actions by Donald Trump and other White House officials h:

for major changes in federal law to combat this threat by expanding the power and reach of the ov ersight
office. Shaub said the Trump administra tion had flouted or directly challenged long -accepted norms in a way
that threatened to undermine the United Statesd ethical st

oltds hard for the United States to phresei nhnteabnavesnalhe

even keeping our own side of the street <clean. It affect
pretty close to a | aughi n gAutolmogriaphyaof Matk lwaim, Vplomer2t (Udiversit of hi s
Cai fornia Press, 2013) , Mar k Twain wrote: 0The glory whic
incumbrance. ¢ How easy it is to make people believe a |lie, and h
Jonathan Swift wrote in The Examiner in1 7 1 0 : 0é as the vilest Writer has his
his Believers; and it often happens, that iif a Lie be beli
no farther occasion for it. Falsehood flies, and the Truth comes li mping after it; so that when Men come to be
undeceivdd, it is too | ate; the Jest is over, and the Tal
The I nternet and o0data analyticsé profiling on social me d |
"In our clickbait -driven, post -truth media environment, a lie can travel around the world several times before

the truth has had a chance to check its Twitter feed. 6

Misunderstandings can have catastrophic consequences, so we need courageous patriots who are loyal to their
country over their political party, and we cannot afford to have contemptible politicians fawning over and
helping enable ruthlessly authoritarian leaders who do not respect norms and rules of law.

President Theodore Roosevelt advocated a Square Dealfor t he Ameri can people, saying,
man on his worth and merits as a man. We must see that each is given a square deal, because he is entitled to no

more and should receive no less." He honorably added, "Let the watchwords of all our people be the old familiar
watchwords of honesty, decency, fair -deal i ng and commonsense. 6 And he had p
that "The welfare of each of us is dependent fundamentally upon the welfare of all of us."

L e tdémonstrate solidarity with the national motto of France, Liberté, égalité, fraternité!

Truly,
Dr. Tiffany B. Twain

Postscript. See A Fusillade of Philosophy, whi ch sprang forth fr omMyG@oontrye Rightor er A
Wr o n gfdr an elaboration on the perspectives of Charles Ferguson on the nature of deregulatory zeal and the
power-abusing Wall Street financial sector, along with more ideas about the increasing concentration of economic

power in corporate hands and the sad implications of these trends , Which constitute a Great Bargain for rich

people and a Bad Deal for everyone else.



Broadly Peaceful Progressive Revolution Arrives -- Scathing Critiqgue Continued

Dr. Tiffany B. Twain, creator of the Earth Man ifesto
June 2017, with updates through July 1 , 2019

We should all laugh out loud together at the perceptive insight in a wry cartoon that appeared in The New
Yorker magazine: "My desire to be well-informed is currently at odds with my desire to remain sane.” An
existential Ha! Humor is good for the soul, but make no mistake about it, these are trying times for our souls,

and the inf ormation and perspective in these essays could change the wor Id, and do so in a Solon-wise way that
could providentially and positively resolve our unfolding national nightmare and set our country onto a more star -
spangled course than the direction in which it seems to be headed today. At this crucial juncture in h istory,
American citizens cannot afford to shrink from engaging and participating in our democratic decision -making.

Humanity is in great need of better guidance, spiritually, environmentally, politically and fiscally. Instead we

have a profoundly undesi rable state of corrupt, unethical and immoral misguidance, and we are being led by

those who mislead us to accomplish their selfish narromly -f ocused goal s. T hWemaves itifPoari ne wr
power to begintheworld overagai n6, and i voteisand mesponsildeicitizgns @ shoose more honest

leaders to guide us sensibly into a future that is fraught with increasingly challenging predicaments

| invite everyone to read all 16 essays in  See Clearly: Sanity During Insane Times, so that better understandings
will materialize that cast a bright light on all the rash ruses that the ruling class is perpetuating against the
American people. And in light of these clear realizations, | urge every voter to vote in every future election for
moderate and progressive candidates, and more honest representatives, and give a stern rebuke to all incumbent
politicians who are engaging in deceit and scandalous malfeasance, or who are blinding following Donald Trump in
his insidious efforts to abuse power in his  position of authority by imposing hardships on the populace.

Skullduggery IsA -Goi nd On

Rich people want to pay less tax, and thus scrimp on the safeguards provided by social insurance policies that
could save their own necks from revolutionary strife. They are staunchly opposed to paying increased marginal
tax rates on the highest levels of their earnings, even for some of the best investments they could make for
society in greater well -being for everyone concerned. The most egregious instance of this antagonistic stance is
found in the current Republican drive to slash spending on the social safety net and protections of public health

and the environment, while at the same time ramping up military spending and cutting taxes to mainly benefit

the highe st income earners. This is dangerously misguided policy.

I't is important to note that our Riafdmed publisis best egnigpedrtssroob el i e v €
out corruption and, over the | ong haul , Dopmald mronpédaslvioldbedr t y a
our founding principles is by attacking the free press. A.G. Sulzberger, the publisher of the New York Times,

has warned that Trumpds savage attacks on reporters and i
like CNN, the Washington Post and the New York Times, are creating significant danger to reporters. These

reckless authoritarian attacks are calculated to give cover to merciless and corrupt authoritarian leaders in

nations around the world, including in Russia an d Turkey and Saudi Arabia, where despotic rulers are engaging in

ruthless actions to suppress the freedom of the press, transparently to make it easier to abuse power. The
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macabre murder of Jamal Khashoggi in the Saudi Arabian embassy in Istanbul may have been facilitated by this
attitude and by this journalist being a critic of hard -line rule in the Saudi kingdom -- and of Donald Trump.

Some say that those who choose to indulge in acts of infamy like this are being judged by God, so what might
happen at &he Pearly Gates of Heaven & Dante scholars would like ly assess the situation skeptically , and try
speculatively t o det er mine which <cir-< Hd --i sach Bna mvery dre of Ithede elastardly
usurpers and abusers of power should be destined to reside in, for the rest of eternity, after they die.

Forget the afterlifel Letds demand fairer economi d&wrow soci a
open our windows and holler o01dm not going to take it any
their only legitimate top goal is to better meet the needs of all the people. Trump Republicans should resign in

disgrace, admitting they ha ve been unwilling to honestly take the steps necessary to create a fairer, more

fiscally sound society that is more just and more egalitarian, and therefore safer and more secure and peaceful.

One of Mar k Twai nds mo s tPorfe ®pirdonssw hei scsha ycso nicsl u@cersn oln our |
the nation passionately believed that in silver lay salvation, the other half as passionately believed that that way

lay destruction. Do you believe that a tenth part of the people, on either side, had any rat ional excuse for

having an opinion about the matter at all? | studied that mighty question to the bottom, and came out empty.

Half of our people passionately believe in high tariffs, the other half believe otherwise. Does this mean study

and examination, or only feeling? The latter, | think. | have deeply studied that question, too --and didnot
arrive. We all do no end of feeling, and we mistake it for thinking. And out of it we get an aggregation which we

consider a boon. Its name is Public Opinion . It is held in reverence. It settles everything. Some think it the

Voice of God. ¢ Hmmm . . . This perspective puts a new spin

Each and every one of us exists in our unique individual bubble chamber,  particles and energy zipping through.
Our personal worldviews are powerfully determined by the circumstances of our birth, our upbringing and
whatever hands the fickle fingers of fate have dealt us. But to an extent, each of us does have some degree of

free will, and i t would be an excellent idea for us to give a larger measure of respect to facts and evidence, and
to scientific reality, and to ecologically sane courses of action. One of my pet theories is that it would be
better for everyone to strive to see more clearly -- in ways that are more comprehensive, more inclusive, more
sustainable, and much more visionarily fair -minded.

A Focus on the Common Good, Properly Understood

Let these words serve as a powerful call to action. Our democracy is under concerted assault, and it is becoming

crucial for us to restore sanity by voting for more responsible and broadly inclusive representatives. This is our
overarching civic duty because oOconservat ivasemaoriynohAthe been
American people for their own power, profit, privilege and ruthlessly domineering control. They have succeeded

in this nefariously selfish goal by perpetrating many scams against the people, diabolically dividing us, broadly

deceiving u s, cheating us, mani pul ating peopleds emotions, pit
running us into debt, and taking deleterious advantage of people today while leaving a harmful legacy to all

people in future generations. This legacy is one of inequality, disempowered workers, harsh  corporate hegemony

over national decision -making, depleted resources, a polluted environment and destabilized climatic conditions.

These are sad consequences of millions of Americans being Blinded by th e Right.

Letds come together, yo6all, and anyone who supports the Cu
of authoritarians, as astutely characterized by Bob Altemeyer in his online book The Authoritarians.  Please
strivetoseemoreclearl y, and dondt mindl eeso biaged segmentadn Fox Nexws lgroadcast s.

Herefs another reason that patriotic Amereépesemaivess (Copiousd v ot
quantities of irrefutable evidence confirm that Republicans strongly favor unfair elections that are corrupted

by voter suppression tactics, extreme gerrymandering of congressional districts and the distorting influence of

Big Money and Dark Money spent by wealthy conservatives. Trump Republicans also favor the co ntortions and
perversions and manipul ation that can be accomplished by t
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through social media using fake news, disinformation, fear -mongering, race-baiting, brazen distractions, false
conspiracy theories and character assassi nations on sites like Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

Trump Republicans are violating the public trust by abusing the narrow majority power they have seized
illegitimately, and they are compounding their treachery by transforming this ill -gotten power into assaults
against the greater good by pushing an agenda that rewards the rich, cheats the people and makes the vast
majority of people more vulnerable and i nsecure. They are pushing regressively rigged tax laws that require
huge amounts of money to be borrowed to give most of the spoils to the top 1% , and to political donors to this
cause. The bottom line effect of this fiscally irresponsible scam is to inc rease the concentration of wealth,
power and privilege ever more exclusively in the hands of the few. These ruthless partisans are siding with
corporate entities that soullessly strive with monomaniacal focus on keeping working people minimally paid and
meek in their insecurity.

And these schemers staunchly oppose regulatory safeguards and environmental protections. These facts make

it clear that Republican conservatives are pushing twisted priorities, and that we cannot afford to continue to
allow power-abusing politicians to treat our home planet like a business  nearing bankruptcy and in the process of
liquidation. We must demand that every single one of our representatives in Congress starts to side with the

true best interests of the people.

We Amer icans should rightl y demand that our leader s make an overarching commitment to an eminently fair -
minded Bill of Rights for Future Generations, as specifically set f orth in this manifesto. We should  stop
unleashing the powerful profit -obsessed engines of ex ploitation that are so wastefully stoking materialistic
demand, depleting natural resources, damaging habitats, sacrificing public lands and externalizing a myriad of
costs onto society. This folly is basically a way to socialize costs, including costs re lated to pollution, toxins,
hazardous wastes, medical care for resulting adversities, and disasters made worse by extreme weather events.

Crucial Ecological Issues

Make no mistake about it, there is an even worse aspect of the Republican ag  enda and the s hrewd schemes they
are pushing to reward hyper -privileged partisans for their political support and campaign contributions. This is

in the arena of environmental protections. Republican politicians want to slash spending on protections of clean
water, cl ean air, food and drug safety, environmental science, the Environmental Protection Agency and NASA.
And they are striving to torpedo efforts to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. By

these actions, these politicians are acting like  Conservatives without Conscience, condemning countless numbers
of people right now, and for all future years and decades and centuries, to radically increased risks of more
calamitous hardships, resource shortages, food supply disruptions, deprivations, da maged habitats and
worsening natural disasters exacerbated by anthropogenic global warming.

The harshly negative impacts of these retrogressive initiatives on human health can be categorized into a broad

array of effects that saliently include climate cha nge factors like extreme heat, severe weather, air pollution,
diminished water quality, shortages of fresh water, spiking risks of diseases, exposures to increasing amounts

of allergens, rising sea levels and a worsening degradation of the environmental co  mmons, which just happen to
serve as a providential underpinning for overall human and biotic well  -being. It is colossal folly to court such
catastrophic and irreversible consequen ces for humanity and life on Mother Earth. B ig picture understandings
contained in Climate Change Considerations, Carrying Capacity and Population Overshoot are crucially important,
so they are included here in by this reference.

Pope Francis issued an important ecological encyclical on climate change in June 2015. Init, he ma de a strong

moral case for the need to mobilize people of faith and others into action to seriously address climate change.

The Pope centered his environmental protection theology on the biblical creation story in the book of Genesis, in

which Godissadt o have created the world and declared it o0good©o¢,
Francis tied the ongoing environmental crisis to misguided economic schemes and the mindless ex ploitation of

the planet by a wealthy minority, and he emphasized th e social injustices that these trends cause while wreaking

detrimental damages onto the downtrodden and the poor and powerless. Jesus Christ!
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Pope Francis has called for climate action as a moral imperative because of the perilous effects of global
warming trends, which will cause the harshest devastation to poor people and folks in vulnerable developing
countries, who happen to be contributing the least to factors that are disrupting the global climate. Smarter
and fairer policies are needed to achieve truer environmental and social justice. All developed countries should
make bigger contributions to the Green Climate Fund to mitigate the impacts of climate injustices. Most of all,
the United States should contribute much more money, because it has bee  n responsible more than any other
country for the increasingly rapid build  -up of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere in the past century.

The smartest path forward would be to implement Pigouvian incentives such as a carbon fee -and-dividend plan
that would reduce the profligacy of wasteful usages of fossil fuels. Plans like this would have the effect of
giving "extraordinary encouragementso6 and oOoextraordinary

of this idea was first advocated by the insi  ghtful British economist Arthur Cecil Pigou, who promoted the idea

of implementing subsidy incentives and tax disincentives because such mechanisms have the salubrious effect of

properly reflecting both social benefits and costs to society that are not acc ounted for in private transactions.

This would be a good means for influencing peopledsandact i vi
dividend plan, progressively designed, would have added benefits of helping reduce inequalities in our soc iety by

returning some of the carbon fees generated to all Americans in a highly egalitarian way.

Conservative leaders seem to want us all to stick our heads in the sand. Instead of making honest vulnerability
assessments to the unfolding adverse impacts associated with juiced -up fossil fuel profit making, they are
firing environmental scientists, eliminating the best scientific understandings from government websites,
dismantling the Environmental Protection Agency, and trying to pull the wool over our e yes. Crazytown!

| implore all politicians to remember the meaning and value of honorable public service, and to consequently stop
their efforts to sacrifice future well dbeing merely to pander to narrow goals of corporate executives, fossil
fuel profiteer s, opponents of collective bargaining rights for working people, religious fundamentalists,
uncompromising gun rights extremists and wealt hy ideologues like Robert and Rebekah Mercer, Charles Koch,
David Koch, Foster Friess, David Pecker and Sheldon Adelso n. The Koch brother billionaires have exerted more
influence over our democratic American republic than perhaps any other individuals in history. They think

Republican healthcare plans are simply not Ocosime0idtley i veod
were oOgearing up to target vul nerabl e Democrats on the b
million ...6. Senator Kamala Harris indicated that Koch or
most effective voices in the fight to save the Affordable Care Act, like my colleagues Senators Chris Murphy

and Bill Nel son. 0 The gamesmanship of extremely partisan

and the common good should not be sacrificed with such ru thlessness in the pursuit of money and power.

There are extraordinarily good reasons to cultivate a miraculous healing for the Earth that "awaits this planet
once we accept our new responsibility to collectively tend the Garden, rather than fight over the turf . o So ¢
Bruce Lipton and oO0Swami Bey ond SpomamebasdEvolution.t hei r i nsightful

Breaking News in early September 2018

The Reality TV -like suspense is getting more dramatic by the moment. Who was the author that secretly wrote
an Anonymous Op-Ed article in the New York Times in early September 2018 that savaged the Trump White
House? Speculation ran wild. The author sta ted that a resistance has arisen within the administration because
many officials are deeply concerned about the destabilizing and dangerous chaos that is going on.

The Anonymous author wrote in this Op -Ed, | Am Part of the Resistance Inside the Trump Adm  inistration, that

many officials realize Donal d Tdemoogti beliefsrapdcdngctions tleatrtrader oot e d
tariffs and aggressive anti -i mmi gr ant policies are proper pl ans, and t
alarming conduct, fr aught causes and risky behaviors to be dangerous to the country. So they have shot ideas

down or taken things off Trumpf6s desk or otherwise tried t

Perplexed observers wonder if members of this inside resista nce are patriots helping keep the American people
safe, or if they are treacherous unelected rogues illegitimately asserting power and control. An increasingly
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unhinged Trump regards them as traitors, and wants the Department of Justice to get involved to ferret out
the culprit who wrote the Op -Ed article, so that Trump can vent his vitriol by firing the traitor for his or her
di sloyalty to him personally, and heds sure interested in

I nsightful Opinion Columnist Thomas Friedman made incisive observations in his article, 8 Anonymousd | s Hi
Plain Sight. Friedman indicated that the anonymous members of the resistance within the Trump administration

are persons who are trying to save our country from too severe a degree of catastrophe and chaos. Curiously,

the sentiments expressed by the mysterious Op  -Ed author implicate each and every one of the large group of

people who have helped Republicans usurp and abuswdwhower .
accepted the devilds bargain. o

Those in this resistance are not progressive renegades working against the Republican agenda. In fact, the Op -
Ed writer extolled the orthodox virtues of deregulation and tax breaks and a military build -up. They seem to be
Movement Conservatives who are establishment -like in their scheming, and more honest in seeing the dangers
posed by having a leader who is a lying, cheating, manipulative, unp rincipled, narcissistic, mercurial demagogue.

Dozens of officials distanc ed themselves from any involvement in writing the Op -Ed, or of participating in

resistance activities, because they fear the wrath of the Supreme Leader, whose highest value is loyalty to him.

Vice-President Mike Pence readily declared he would take a lie detectortes t O0i n a heartheast 6 t o
not betrayed his loyalty to his alpha male master, being an adoring sycophant, as he cravenly seems to be. And

we l | should he be concerned, for the firewor ks awaosubded be
aroused about the person next in line to replace him in the presidency at any time, as whisp ers about removing
him from office in accordance with the provisions of the 25th Amendmen t reverberate in the background

The threat to the Trump presiden cy is real as he becomes more obviously unhinged and unfit to fulfill the duties

of the presidency. Section 4 of the 25th Amendment stipulates, OWhenever the Vice F
of either the principal officers of the executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by law

provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives

their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, th e Vice
President shalll i mmedi ately assume the powers and duties o

The highly respected investigative r eporter Bob Woodward wrote about the nature of the resistance  against

Trump from within by various staff members int he administration, in his best -selling book FEAR: Trump in the

White House. One of Woodwar do g othalntharnms ®nifdhee And sdithdoes, g it gfters 6 .

takes time for the full story to come to light. However, one thing is sure, the truth is NOT the friend of
duplicitous people Iike untrustworthy Trump and his Republ
than a pancake, from the perspective of those who choose to see clearly. And his mad impulsivity was exposed

with the prov ocative resignation letter by Defense Secr  etary Jim Mattis on December 20 that shook the world.

A prolific award -winning author named Richard North Patterson has written a succinctly vituperous summary of

the Crazytown condition of the Trump administratio n in his scathing article, With This Cast of Characters, No
Wonder Trumpds White HoWwHze olbseavE&Eexi ©6TMese. surrounding Tr
they are disposable props in the malign psychodrama of a man without knowledge; judgment; de  cency; empathy;

ethics; respect for law; regard for institutions; interest in governance; tolerance for dissent; or loyalty to

country or office. o Wow, thatds acerbic! But, in truth,

Remember Mark Twain® s o0 b s ein ¥£981 dudng the Philippine -American War in which revolutionaries in the

Philippines fought for independence: ol't would be an enti
danger, its existence at stake, then  -- that is one kind of patriotism  -- we would all come forward and stand by

the flag, and stop thinking about whether the nation was right or wrong; but when there is no question that the

nation is in any way in danger ... then it may be that on the question of politics the nation is divid ed, half patriots

and half traitors, and no man can tell which from which. ¢

The African American abolitionist Frederick Douglass once made the nature of power dynamics explicitly clear
by declaring, "Power concedes nothing without demand. It never did an d it never will." We must make proper
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demands. Letds demand that an end be put to the Samedag,spr ea
0ltds Mueller Timeo. Apegceaful revolutiert demasded. Keep smubpoehaswa-coming.

With these ideas as prelude and context, and as rationale for incisive evaluations of American leaders, read on.

Riff on the Undesirability of Extreme Inequality

Inequality today is more extreme than it has been at almost any time in U.S. history. The gaping gap between
the rich and the vast majority of everyone else is worse than it has been at any time since the Roaring Twenties
or the tawdry Gilded Age that Mar  k Twain wrote about. And this state of affairs will continue to get worse, for
a variety of reasons, according to French economist Thomas Piketty in his blockbuster tome on economics,
Capital in the Twenty -First Century.

During his presidency, the respec t-deserving Barack Obama called increasing inequality a "defining challenge of
our time." One reason this is true is because of the daunting implications of an observation attributed to the
brilliant Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis: "We must make ou r choice. We may have democracy, or we may
have wealth concentrated in the hands of a few, but we can't have both." Brandeis, born of Jewish parents who

had emigrated to the U.S. from Bohemia, was a commendably powerful champion of progressive social cau  ses.

If the American people are truly committed to pledging allegiance to an indivisible democratic republic, a nation

that really stands for liberty and justice for all, then we need to remedy the extreme imbalance between rich

and poor. We need to heed the cautionary words penned by Plutarch, a famous Greek essayist, who declared

some 19 centuries ago that such i mbal ances are "the ol dest

In their fascinating book  The Lessons of History, the great historians Wil | and Ariel Durant wrote that, when

the gap between the wealthiest and the poorest becomes too extreme, as has happened periodically throughout

the centuries, such an oOounstable equilibrium generates a
redistributing wealth or revolution distributing Wedheerty.
People would be to demand that our leaders champion plans that would reduce inequality through intelligent

legislative actions , guided by fairness , honestly egalitarian policies, precautionary principles, farsightedness and

greater empathy for the suffering of those whose interests are underrepresented in our societies.

The wise Athenian statesman and lawmaker Solon saved Athens from debilitating ¢ onflict by forging sensible
compromises between the rich and the poor at a juncture in time when inequalities of wealth and power had
reached extremes in ancient Greece. Solon is regarded as "the father of democracy" for the fair -minded
progressive reform s he instituted way back in the 6th century BCE. Historians say that Solon repealed almost

all the earlier harshly draconian laws that had been enacted by an Athenian legislator named Draco.

Today, inequalities between the top 1% and the masses of poor p eople and those in the declining middle class are
reaching historically unprecedented new extremes in the USA. This state of affairs is creating critical risks

that require bold, honest, intelligent, farsighted, democratically fair and Solon -wise reforms to prevent our
great country from sliding into dire straits and violent strife. Unfortunately, "conservative" politicians have

seized power in Washington D.C., as well as in a majority of state governments, and they are taking steps to
impose draconian austerity on the populace to defend the status quo of excessive privileges for elites and low

tax rates on the highest levels of income, capital gains and inheritances.

Nowhere is this neo -Draconian approach more pronounced than in healthcare reform efforts , Where right -wing
ideologues are striving to destroy the Affordable Care Act and roll back progressive steps taken by President
Obama. Corservatives are pushing mean -spirited healthcare laws that would slash federal spending on Medicare
and Medicaid, and allow increased discrimination against poor people and women and children and old people and
anyone with "preexisting conditions" -- in order to help pay for more gigantic tax breaks for rich people.

In a cynical modern twist, the Draconian Party is tryi  ng to spin their severe policies as having "heart", giving lip
service to populist concerns, but at the same time they are brazenly handing out more regressive debt -financed
tax cuts. Their other top priorities are to ram through narrowly -focused corporat e benefits and curtail the
collective bargaining rights of workers,  and reduce protections of the health and well  -being of people who work
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for a living, and expand opportunities for artificially inflating private profits by allowing the costs and harms of
pollution and climate -di srupting greenhouse gas emissions to be 0soci a
people in the future ). In general, they are committed to myopically sacrificing public lands and the
environmental commons to increase prof its and achieve other short term  -oriented goals.

With Republicans in Congress having demonstrated a willingness to put tens of millions of American lives at risk

by repealing the Affordable Care Act and giv  ing ultra -wealthy people a massive tax cut, Barac k Obama made an
observation that applies much more broadly: "After all, this debate has always been about something bigger

than politics. It's about the character of our country -- who we are, and who we aspire to be. And that's

always worth fightingfo r . 6 Letds fight for it! Anyone who attends ar

In a persuasive book titted The Crisis of the Middle -Class Constitution - Why Economic Inequality Threatens

Our Republic, the legal scholar Ganesh Sitaraman expresses a convic tion that extreme levels of inequality are

existent ially dangeroustothe exi st ence of our democratic republic. A st
a sense of shared purpose and shared fate, wi t housSincevhi ch
ancient times, when a small minority of the populace is allowed to become very rich while ignoring large segments

of the population that are much worse off, it leads to two undesirable probabilities. The downtrodden may rise

up and confiscate the wealth of the rich, or the masses, given little opportunity for social mobility or for

improving their prospects, are susceptible to turning to a manipulative demagogue "who w ould overthrow the
government - only to become a tyrant. Oligarchy or tyranny, e  conomic inequality meant the end of the republic.”

Risks of revolution also rise when rich people impose their rule with little regard for poor people and those in

the middle class, especially when they disenfranchise a majority of the populace and effect ively enslave them
with excessively opprobrious tight control over wage laborers. Ina review of Ganesh Sitaran
Deaton observedin | t 8s Not Just Unf air: I nequal itySisaanamaneatview

possible corrective s, including redistribution to reduce inequality; better enforcement of antitrust laws;

campaign finance reform to break the dependenc e of legislators on deep pocket donors ; compulsory voting; and
restrictions on |l obbying, including the possibility of 0&pt
Letds seize the bull by the horns and address this critica

To achieve a more peaceable world, we need to create more just societies with more fairly shared prosperity,

and more broadly shared security and freedom. And our concept of freedom should be expansive and more
inclusive, not merely the freedom to spend unlimited amount s of money on political influence, or the freedom to
not buy medical insurance, or the unrestricted freedom to own guns. President Franklin D. Roosevelt articulated
such an expansive vision of freedom in his 1941 State of the Union address, when he declar ed that there are

four fundament al freedoms that people "everywhere in the w
freedom of worship, the freedom from want, and the freedom from fear." Stand and Deliver, ruling elites! Give
the people expand ed security and freedoms and greater overall societalwell -bei ng, for Christds sa

Excessively unequal societies become unstable and are unsustainable. An adequately strong social safety net is

needed to provide social insurance policies against revolu tion, and it is riskily wrongheaded to promote

ideological rationalizations that serve to make inequality worse and worse. Sixto Rodriguez, the surprising

singer and songwriter featured in the excellent film Searching for Sugar Man, struck a resonant chor d with his
cogent insight: 0l have a thesis: oppression equatsndrevol
let it be peaceable.

Sometimes the Goddess of Irony materializes in our midst, and she can be enlightening. A powerful reaction to
Trump Republican roguery is spreading across the land of the free, constitutionally dedicated as it is to
democratic values of fairness and expanded liberty. This is a progressive reaction, unlike reactive deluded

right -wing populism, and one that is a rational reaction against political corruption, extreme economic inequities
and environmental folly. This progressive revolution should honor policies and top priorities that are consistent
with the general welfare of all the people and the common good. NO ONE IS ABOVE THE LAW!

Inequality by Crooked Design
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Look again at whatdés going on here. Republicans in Congr ¢
without public hearings and without honestly considering the real consequences of the ac tion, and hereds
will do. The public treasury will borrow an additional $2 trillion or so over the next 10 years, running up th e

already dangerously high $22 trillion national debt, and the law will give most of the spoils of this money -
borrowing swindle and economic stimulus to the top 1%. The interest costs of this con job obligation will be
owed by each and every taxpayer in every future year, basically forevermore, in light of the fact that none of

the borrowed principal will likely ever be re  paid. The fact of the matter is that the interest costs will almost
certainly compound, as we continue deeply irresponsible deficit spending ways, year after year after year. The
interest expense on the additional $2 trillion will total $2 trillion every 20 years or so, over and over again,
conservatively assuming that the prevailing rate of interest on long -term government borrowings averages only
4%. This is a treacherous Santa Claus political strategy that is profligate ly generous to wealthy system -
corrupting beneficiaries, to the dire detriment of the people.

A side effect of this swindle is increasingly extreme inequality. Since fairness is a founding principle in our

democratic republic, spiking degrees of inequality between the few and the many th reaten our democracy and

our collective well -being. Such injustices also put our personal freedoms at more serious risk, as well as our

individual and national security. Peaceful coexistence in American society will not be achieved through more

unjust la ws or more severe austeri ty measures, or more prisons, or authorities waging a harsher war on drugs

and poor people. Or by bankrupting the government or slashing government spending on healthcare, education,

the soci al saf ety net kinfrastructiree whiclo isi arumbliggdnstoo pnany places.a Skimping

on sensible protections of the environment is also a fool d

All these swindles compound the folly of We the People allowing these consequential scams in the rigged status
quo to continue. Those to blame for enabling these outcomes, which are so radically harming millions of people,
are deeply irresponsible.

To save us all -- and their own necks -- the wealthy ruling class should discover a new urgency in finding much

better ways o f fairly sharing the profits generated through the exploitation of natural resources and the stingy

treatment of working people. Billionaire entrepreneur Nick Hanauer would concur, judging from the brilliant and

simple insights he conveys in his 2014 arti cle The Pitchforks are Coming ... for Us Plutocrats. In this Memo to

OMy Fellow Zillionaireso, Hanauer expressed this provocat
inequality. Some inequality is intrinsic to any high  -functioning capitalist economy. The problem is that inequality

is at historically high levels and getting worse every day. Our country is rapidly becoming less a capitalist

society and more a feudal society. Unless our policies change dramatically, the middle class will disap pear, and

we will be back to late 18th -cent ury Fr ance. Before the revolution. 6 é 0
filthy rich, for al | of us who Il ive in our gated bubbl e v
something to fix the glaring inequities in this economy, the pitchforks are going to come for us. No society can

sustain this kind of rising inequality. In fact, there is no example in human history where wealth accumulated

l'i ke this and the pitchfat ¥ashow rderadighly enequa sodiety, and/l widl showeyou

a police state. Or an wuprising. There are no counterexam

Letds right the wrongs! Bal ance, moder ati on,r. Rée gdegrsandMi nd f
that our leaders act much more responsibly. See  Common Sense Revivald Book One of the Earth Manifesto  for
a fuller comprehension.

Ti me 6 s GilkiMore Rights to Women in Our Patriarchal Society

The French aristocracy was overthrown i n the French Revolution that began on what has become known as

Bastille Day on July 14, 1789. This historic event launched a decade -long period of intense social and political

upheaval in France and its colonies. Notably, 1789 was the same year duringth e Enl i ght enment O0Age
that our courageous and honorable Founders ratified the truly great U.S. Constitution, thereby creating an

enduring framework for our freedom -championing democratic republic, and it has served as a powerful beacon

to humanit y of aspirations for opportunities, personal |  iberties and fairness for 230 years since then.
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A commendable French feminist and activist wonderfully named Olympe de Gouges wasoutraged because women
were overlooked in the reforms following the French Revolution, so she proclaimed a bold Declaration of the
Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen in September 1791 to expose the failures of leaders to establish
gender equality duri ng the revolution. Let ds embr ace greater equality NOW!

Listen, guys. Violent revolutions are exceedingly bad for almost everyone involved, so what we should do now, at
this crucial focal point in history, is to come together and champion a noble, earths haking, broadly beneficial and
admirably peaceful revolution that embraces the Equal
rights under the | aw shal/l not be denied or abridged by

This fai r-minded Equal Rights Amendment had first been proposed soon after women won the right to vote in

Ri g
t h

1920, but it took until the Womends Movement in the 1960s

approved it in 1971, and then the Senate in  1972. As stipulated in the Constitution, two  -thirds of all state
legislatures were then required to  ratify the Amendment, and during the following 5 years, 35 of a necessary

38 state legislatures had ratified it. But then conservatives mobilized against the bipartisan initiative , derailing
it, Oarguing that the ERA would disadvantage housewives

With more outrages of domineering male privilege now being ex posed through the #MeToo movement , and by
the desp erate deceits of officials like Donald Trump and Brett Kavanaugh, sex discrimination can be seen to
have been perpetuated in our so ciety for much too long, and is now being exposed as being unacceptably
treacherous against the female half of the populace. Let us now come together and guarantee fairer treatment

to Female Citizens in the world today. #MeToo. #HeForShe. #TimesUp!

Letdés do this by wunanimously declaring greater respect
and turn our expecta tious eyes on each and every one of the states that have failed to ratify this sensibly fair
Amendment because they are controlled by dominion -demanding male conservatives. The world turns its eyes on

you, Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Ill inois, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, North
Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Utah and Virginia. And the world looks with pregnant expectation on the

five state legislatures that originally ratified the Equal Rights Amendment but subsequently voted to revoke
their ratifications  -- Idaho, Kentucky, Nebraska, Tennessee and South Dakota.

When the courageous Dr. Christine Blasey Ford gave her powerful testimony to the Senate Judiciary Committee

on Sept. 27, observers were struck by how overwhelmingly old, white and male the Republican members of
Congress were, whom she had to face. The con sequences of dominating GOP control in Washington D.C. -- and
unfortunately also in the majority of states -- are profoundly affective and highly negative for the majority of
Americans, and humankind, and life on Earth.

Instead of trying to be reasonable, Republican politicians are doubling down on their treacherous dealings,
having taken cunning advantage of the willingness of Democrats to compromise and now taking ruthlessly
uncompromising stands. Theself-pr oc| ai med ed @r iMint t daa pMc Cicatlyleads the wwag. t h e t

With the exposure of the Kavanaugh character, the legitimacy of the male patriarchy is crumbling before our

very eyes. Clarence Thomas and Brett Kavanaugh and Don ald Trump have all declared they have been subjected
t o 0a wi tbathowhastantshingly, extraordinarily and stunningly, these witch hunts have been revealed to
have discovered all but malignant privileged male witches. These are deceitful men who are eager to fool the
people to get power and usurp that power, and to  deprive other more deserving people of positions of authority,
especially women who are more honest, honorable, legitimate and moral. Brett Kavanaugh made a belligerently
zealous stand in sworn public testimony proclaiming his innocence of charges of sexu  al misconduct because he
desperately wanted to join the highest ranks of the male patriarchy, a cult of men who are driven to abuse
power with an indignant sense of entittement. These men tend to exploit women and dictate to them, and take
advantage of ge nder and racial prejudices to impose their will on females. These are men who for decades have
been exploiting hot button social issues of reproductive rights and social control of women, and of people in
racial minorities, to entrench themselves in power
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One of their most inhumane injustices has been to sabotage the Affordable Care Act in order to benefit the
wealthiest Americans, and in general to spew out a smoke screen to obscure their role in undermining the
common good. This is morally indefensibl e. Doctors have sworn to the Hippocratic Oath for more than 2,000

years, swearing in this earliest expression of medical eth
har m. o The GOP, in astonishing c o nffortsdosfaol the fpéoples &nd thenk e s  c o |
strives to get away with all the harms it can, on behalf of their donors, who President Theodore Roosevelt

critically characterized as oOmalefactors of great wealtho

midterm elections, the lies skyrocketed, with Republican politicians pretending they want to defend people
against being deprived of medical care due to pre -existing conditions, despite having tried for the previous
eight years, over and over again, to repeal the provisions of t he Affordable Care Act.  Disgusting hypocrisy!

Perspective on Anti -Egalitarian Ruses

President Dwight D. Eisenhower, a five -star general hero in World War Il and then a Republican president,
provocatively decl ar ed litical pdrt9 &ttédmpt to abdidh sacibl decuaity, ynempboyment
insurance and eliminate labor laws and farm programs, you would not hear of that party again in our political
history. There is a tiny splinter group, of course, that believes that you can do these things. Among them are a
few Texas oil millionaires, and an occasional politician or  businessman from other areas. Their number is
negligible and they are stupid. ¢

It seems like Dwight Eisenhow er is being proved wrong today , now that diabolical dec eitful politicians have
managed to gain narrow control of the U.S. government by brainwashing a strident minority into giving them
power. lke appears to have been wrong because these hyper -partisan politicians are pushing policies that rashly

underminethe soci al safety net in order to primarily enrich the
is longdé and it tends to bend toward justice, as Martin
politicians are beginning to get their comeuppanc e, so their efforts to enact their anti -egalitarian agenda are

flailing. Of course they should responsibly change course  -- but no! Instead, they dangerously double down.

Since our democracy has been corrupted by their trickle  -down Big Lie and a corporate -friendly betrayal of the
best interests of working people, Republicans are destined to lose power soon unless they begin to be more
honest and strive to really make America fairer again. Shall we not hold their insidious offenses against them?

"Gee, | don't think we have to get all that radical, Tiffany!"
--- the underground mole

Understanding Movement Conservatism

The Democratic Party is a coalition of interest groups that share some views and also have many differences of

opinions, and Democratic politicians tend to get ahead by making compromises and finding acceptable solutions

to the problems and challenges experienced by the citizens they represent. Republican politicians, in contrast,

have for decades been partof a mor e monol ithic structure called Omoveme
ideology advocating tax cuts for the rich above all other priorities. Other aspects of this monolithic structure

include a captive media like Fox News that pushes the party line almost all the time and promotes alternate

facts, deceptive talking points, emotion -exploiting spin and alternate realities that are at odds with truth,

balanced perspective and fair -minded understandings.

This monolithic structure is lavishly supported by a small number of very wealthy people who reward loyalty by

politicians who promote their causes. Nearly all Republ ic
with no principle higher than party loyalty and shrewd commitments to corrupt a buses of influence. Such loyalty

to chaos-gener ating Tr ump and t he unfolding revelations of
disastrous for the American people, as dissatisfaction grows with their power -abusing ways and law-violating

propensities .

Movement Conservatism has been surprisingly successful in gaining excessively domineering power and control in
American society by its unrelenting focus on this overarching goal of giving dominating insider influence to the
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highest income earners and th e wealthiest people, who invest hundreds of millions of dollars in contributions to
scheming politicians to gain hundreds of billions of dollars in tax breaks. This success has been realized by
using a litany of corruptly uncompromising, power abusing and anti-democratic methods, the most significant of
which has been by pushing Big Lie propaganda that purportedly proves that lower taxes on rich people and giant
corporations are the best way to create jobs, stimulate economic growth and achieve greater goo d goals.

This trickle down ideology basically claims that everyone will do better when rich people pay less tax. Of
course, the tautological truth is that everyone will do better when everyone actually does better. The benefits

of economic activities an d resource exploitation and worker productivity should be much more widely shared,
rather than being allowed to be excessively monopolized by capitalist elites. While Movement Conservatives
disingenuously claim to care mainly about the best interests of ¢ = onstituents they represent, in reality they are
betraying them by making commitments to a far  -right agenda of debt -financed tax cuts that heavily favor the
well-to-do while imposing austerity measures on the masses. This betrayal contributes to creating a society
where inequality of opportunity and wealth are spiking, and economic insecurity is becoming more widespread.

Movement Conservatism drives a divisive wedge between American citizens by promoting an extreme ideological

framework that includes a who le constellation of Strict Father values, and it undermines opposing Nurturing

Parent values of showing empathetic concern for people and protecting them from harms and abuses of power

by corporations and governments. This perspective is evaluated in grea ter detail in the Original Earth

Mani festo in 2004 (Book Nine of the Earth Manifesto), whi
morality worldviews cannot be judged definitively ©o6rightod
Lakoff. A main difference is that the highest goal of conservatives is to achieve and perpetuate their own ends

of exerting dominating control, regardless of whether the means are fair. Therefore, conservatives are much

more willing to have people suffer har m t o achieve their goal of greedily usu

Now, in the age of immoral, deceitful and emotion manipulating Trumpism, a shrewd demagogue has seized power
and is engaging in dictatorial abusetselolf iptoweandt!lld Canot

Concluding Observations about Legitimacy and the Supreme Court

Progressive-minded people are getting tired of losing out to reactionary corrupti onnenabling o0conserva
tinderbox political conditions are developing. The majority of Americans is getting dang tired of seeing Trump
Republicans lie and cheat a nd threaten and bully to gain and usurp power, and to blatantly abuse it. They are real

tired of realizing how the g reater good is being sacrificed for partisan advantage and special privilege for the

few, at the expense of the many. They are exasperated at women being deprived of fair representation. They

are tired of having Republicans mortgage the future by engagin g in the fraud of borrowing trillions of dollars to

give most of it to the richest 1%. They are increasingly angered by the Republican war on egalitarian policies

and sensible precautionary principles and prote ctions of the natural world, which serves providentially as a
foundation for human prosperity, health and well  -being and the biological diversity of life on Earth.

Indelible in the minds of progressives is the gloating nervous laughter of triumphant Republicans on account of
the remarkable success o f their abuses of power, which they are perpetuating as they took one more
treacherous step into infamy by ramming through the confirmation of Brett Kavanaugh onto a lifetime position

on the Supreme Court, where his recaortds sFhowvesd hehawi |hlass inthe
extremely partisan decisions in favo r of the Republican agenda. Three decisions stand out that have enabled

this corruption of American politics by giving domineering influence to wealthy people and giant corporations,

and all were made by a narrow 5 -4 majority of partisan Republicans. First was the Citizendosnlingini t ed
2010 that has allowed huge quantities of corrupting money to help Republican politicians win elections -- and to

allow lobbyists to determine most o f our national policies and priorities. The second was the 2013 shredding of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which has allowed legislatures in states dominated by Republican majorities to

pass many new laws to restrict voting by constituents who would vote against Republicans because they so
narrowly represent the rich and powerful. And third was the ruling that gives the green light to state
legislatures to continue creating extreme gerrymanders of congressional districts, serving to deprive millions of
Americans of fair representation.
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Republicans are winning Pyrrhic victories over the common good, and in this war that they are waging for the
dominance of male privilege over female dignity, the optics look exceptionally bad. First, it was the far right
Judge Clarence Thomas against Professor Anita Hill. Then, it w as the partisan Republican Brett Kavanaugh
against Dr. Christine Blasey -Ford. In the dark background is adulterer and sexual assaulter Donald Trump, who
is brazenly denying allegations made aga inst him by porn star Stormy Daniels and almost two dozen  other women
who have courageously spoken out against the most notorious liar in American political history.

The Kavanaugh hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee on Sept. 27, 2018 contained t estimony that

should have been disqualifying for any consideration of confirming Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court.

0That testimony didnét come from Dr. Christine Blasey Forc
di dndét just s lwvaswmodonamane angnh dhey showed a man who was completely embedded into a

machine whose central purpose was attacking Democrats and creating a false narrative of conspiracy to fuel
partisan rancor. o Kavanaughdos t e ggyentr andndisnespectfubteward &.8.e al e d
Senators who are Democrats and more liberal minded. This character flaw practically disqualifies him from

being independent, fair -minded and capable of making judgments and rulings that are not politically partisan.

The legitimacy of the Supreme Court as an independent judiciary institution had taken a severe hit when Mitch
McConnell refused to allow President Obama to fill a vacant seat on the high court for almost a year, and then
used the oOonucl ear onmduirementfor tonfirmat®mail Suprente ICeurt Justices from 60 to 51

of the 100 U.S. Senators. Now the legitimacy of the Court has been damaged by Trump Republicans with the
Kavanaugh shenanigans. Not only has Kavanaugh demonstrated that he is a highly partisan Republican who has a
hostile bias against liberals and Democrats, but he also treacherously believes the Court should show deference

to a Republican presiden t, who he will probably try to protect from accountability and criminal liability.

Conservative columnist Jennifer Rubin wrote incisively, ol want to focus on what may b
issue--whet her Kavanaughd s isaranggy partsan evlzolthinks tDénmadratstcanspired to get him

-- now disqualifies himtositon any court, | et alone the Supreme Court. o
many call it, didndt start with Kavanaugh. However, befor
destroyed, there was some requirement to reach bipartisan consensus on nominees. The
hot -button issues has increased, making the Supreme Court seats precious, but the Senate acted as a brake,

ensuring that qualified and temperamentally fit people were confirmed. Then the GOP became a right -wing,

radical party that eschewed long -held principles such as truth, humility, decorum and respect. Republicans
radicalized, and with no filibuster to sift out the poli
nomi nation. o

Stop the sha m scam, impeach Brett Kavanaugh, and appoint Merrick Garland to the Court!

Truly,
Dr. Tiffany B. Twain
Contact at SaveTruffulaTrees@hotmail.com
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OA healthy and wholesome cheerfulness is not necessarily impossibletoany occupati on. 6
--- Mark Twain

The great philosopher Plato lived in Athens from 424 BCE to 348 BCE in the times of Classical Greece. A wise
man, he was an aristocra t who did not particularly like democracy , mainly because it was periodically prone to
violent revolution against excessive injustices. Plato also saw that oligarchies of rule by wealthy elites often
tended to become excessively unjust, and rich people generally demonstrate a propensity to jealously protect
their wealth, privilege, power and control, so they harshly repress a Il perceived threats to their dominance

Plato reckoned that the best situation for human societies would be to have rule by a benevolent philosopher king.
This is a gr eat idea! Unfortunately, fair -minded philosopher ki ngs are hard to find a mong the ranks of suitors
driven to seek money, power, glory and satisfaction o f their raging ambitions by meansof o0 publ i ¢ ser vi

The United States of America is a great nation, as seen through such disparate things as top-notch universities
and the establishment of many beautiful National Parks and protected Wilderness Areas. | t & marvelous place
of opportunity and ingenuity, producing a remarkable cornucopia of material goods, and it is a colossal historic
success in democratic governance, assuring liberties to the people and championing a reasonable respect for
humanrights. But our American liberties and egalitarian ideals are under furious and unrelenting assault today by
the top dogs in our society. Sidebar: They stubbornly refuse to compromise, which makes their rule illegitimate.

Here we find ourselves, a little more than 2,000 years after the Lord was supposedy born in a lowly manger in
Bethlehem in fulfillment of an Old Testament prophesy, and many faithful folks in the USA are in effect

collaborating with the government to impose strict moralizing contr ol over the people. Authorities of the
Religious Right are thus being complicit with the right -wing fringe in Republican politics in efforts to impose
reaction ary control. They are crudely contorting the deeply humanitarian messagethat Jesus Christ championed,
thereby taking his name in vain, in a rationalization of actions by authority abusers who are treacherously

undermining the compassionate things Jesus preached. Jesus was a poor peasant who notably became a social
revolutionary in the Holy Land, and he spoke out in favor of poor people and the marginalized, and against Roman
abusers of power and the shenanigansthat went on with moneychangers in He r o @ednple in Jerusalem. Jesus
was opposed to religious authorities in the Temple who collaborated with ruthless Romansand their oppressive
tax collectors and idolatrous religion. Today, the true spirituality of A me r i ecuaedts Zeitgeist has been deeply
distorted by the politicization of religious establishments by conservatives, and our national priorities are being
perverted by dishonesty, elitist abuses of authority and materialistic values.

Here we stand , hands on our hips, elbows akimbo, with a quizzical expression on our faces. This last year has
witnessed p owerful images and disturbing sound recordings of terrified children and their angu ished parents near
the border with Mexico, and i n detention facilities around the country. Authorities in government have
attempted to prevent these affective images from surfacing, knowing that outraged protests will intensify if the
insidiously dire dimensions of these heartless actions become more viscerally clear.

cebd
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This is unfortunately only the tip of the iceberg of a multitude of nefarious action s being perpetrated by
authority -abusing conservatives in the Homeland today. These acts exacerbate social inequities, undermine the
common good, cause social cohesion to fray, r ashly erode the liberties of  freedom -loving people, and discrimin ate
against almost everyone who is not a white male. Meanwhile, thes e cunning folks are insensibly wreaking tragic
damages on the providential commons , upon which all of humanity relies for sustenance and survival.

These issues are confusingand cont enti ous, but | etds come together and a
deep, and let go. Visualize again the great political cartoon by David Sipress that has been broadly shared in this

tumultuous Trumpian era: 0 My desi r e -infoomedie cuventlylatoddsw i t h my desire to r e
Seeing things the way they really are, from  a well-informe d and comprehensive perspective , and supporting the

right causes, are amongst our most important responsibilities as citizens.

Each and every one of us exists in our unique individual bubble chamber, electrons zipping past. Our personal
worldviews are powerfully determined by the circumstances of our birth and  our upbringing, and by whatever
hands we have been dealt by the fickle fingers of fate. Butt o an extent, each of us does have a degree of free
will, and it would be a great plan for us to give more respect to scientific reality, and to ecological sanity.

The true moral good values the goodness or rightness in intentions, decisions or action s. In essence, the moral
good is like the Golden Rule, best for the whole human social group. Things that are most propitious for human
flourishing and survival are thus the ultimate moral good. The status of social cohesion is a good gauge for
evaluati ng the moral good, helping us see beyond the confusing fray of contested concepts of it.

Right and wrong are somewhat relative. The best way to judge the rightness or wrongness of any action is to
accurately assessthe overall consequencesthe actio n has on other people d and how beneficial or harmful.

We can no longer afford to allow Dividers to grab power and rule so ruthlessly. The trickle -down Big Lie has

become far too successful a con job. Complicit in this state of affairs, Fox News beams its brainwashing

broadcasts to the populace, serving as a misguiding Corporate State Propaganda Machine that is  helping
perpetuate corrupt dealings in  our government. Fox is also stoking antagonisms and c reating harsh divisions and

hatred of others . Check out Jen Se n Ke®@rminwhshingiahreynDada, toybetteriuhdenstand

how Fox News can negativelytrans f or m peopl e, i ke it ,frdm deing & monpSlitcal Kife dosig f at h «
Democrat to a fanatically angry right -wing fanatic.

Letds stop kowtowing to Dividers, and come together to pr
actualize a vastly improved general welfare. This will help us improve  fairness and social cohesion.

We the People are losing faith in our dominant institutions -- governmental, corpora te and religious -- and for
good reasons. First, the government is increasingly corrupted by wealthy super -elites, who are eager to impose a
particularly harsh and inimical agenda on a freedom -loving people, as can be understood in detail throughout See
Clearly & Sanity During Insane Times. Second, corporations are acting like psychopaths, as made clear by Joel

Bakan in The Corporation: The Patholog ical Pursuit of Profit and Power -- and as defined in the American
Psyc hi atric A sBiagrosti@a and Gtatdteal Manual of Mental Disorders. And third, authorities in
established religions are too often incestuously siding with reactionary authori ty -abusing politicians, and too many

are compounding this sin by molesting children and acting in ways that foment conflict, intolerance and violence.

The Preamble to the U.S. Constitution outlines the primary goals for which the Constitution was ordained and
established . These noble purpo ses were informed by Enlightenment Era principles, and include  striving to form
a more perfect union, establishing justice, insuring domestic tranquility, providing for the common defense,
promoting the general welfare and securing the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.

Mark Twain would have guffawed with wry and sardonic amusement at the onward trajectory from his astute
observation that owe have the best government that money ¢
America reverses course, things will end badly, at least for the bottom 90% of Americans, and possibly for the

wealthy who consider t hemsel vhioks vll@fertually comd due if pve faivte endct a | pi
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smart and far -reaching fair -mindedreforms, and sooner rather than | ater. Or t
take promising steps to fix this!

We should invest more money in what are, in reality, reasonably priced and measurably propitious social

insurance policies like those that involve i mproved healthcare, more affordable medical insurance , less costly
prescription drugs , and better protections of forests, wetlands, farmlands, public lands, coral reef communities,

the oceans, a stable climate and a sphéreitssffaseous compositio

Consider the current state of the large  -scale decline in democracy that has been taking place in all -too-many
countries around the globe over the course of the past decade. This backsliding is, of course, an et hically
bankrupt and sadly retrograde trajectory, following as it does many marvelous years of colonial independence
movements and the advance of Enlightenment Era ideals. Think of the amazing and laudatory forward strides

that have been made since 1776 toward more fairly represen tative governance of peoples in fortunate nations
whose leaders acted more honorably than those in despotic colonial regimes, harsh dictatorships, authoritarian
religious -ruled theocracies, regimes led by fascist demagogic Strong Man types, or corporatocra tic oligarchies.

Look whatdés happening here. Gr eat we athrough busineds activitigs thgte ner a't
emphasize the maximum achievable exploitation of natural resources and working people. The benefits of these

activities shoul d be shared much more broadly , in the interest of promoting  the general welfare and the common

good and more inclusive well -being. We simply must drastically alter the rules and policy priorities that are the

basic enabling characteristics of  Thirteen Mai n Methods Used to Increasingly Concentrate Wealth and Power.

See that essay linked to the Earth Manifesto website

Look what else is happening here. We are pumping more and more money into profit -propagating pursuits like a

lavishly wastefully military, and into police forces, the FBI, the CIA, harsh incarcerations in a costly prison
system, and immigrant internment camps for families and children seeking economic opportunity, refuge or
asylumfrom vi ol ence. We & tewels of mational dept tor ipay Kor these things , and we are idiotically

borrowing more money to give most of the benefits of the Republican Tax Cuts Act  to the richest Americans.

Increasingly exacerbated social inequities are ultimately bad for everyone. Refer to the story about t he wise
lawgiver Solon back in the city -state of Athens during ancient times , more than 2,500 years a go, a story told
repeatedly throughout this manifesto. Solon succeeded in forging reasonable and responsible compromises
between elite factions and the ma sses during a particularly tumultuous time in ancient Greece, thereby saving
the republic from revolution. Surely, it would be best even for rich people to not push their luck so damn hard,
because of real risks of revolutionary unrest and violent con  flic ts on account of the unbelievable extreme s of
inequality, unconscionable overreach and outrageous abuses of money, influence and power.

Herefs a basic pr obl e s DavidtKlion poimts aut inv himihcisive dudy®2018 article  Russiagate
Is Far Wider Than Trump and His Inner Circle, Russia interfered in U.S. elections to help Donald Trump grab
power,andt hi s o0i sné6t just the narrow st ory stofyofacofriptp esdent.upt o
ltds the story of a corrupt political party, the one curre
worsening malfeasance in Washington D.C. makesthe 6 cul t ur e of corruptiond6 wrong and

Self -dealing is among the worst for ms of political corruption.  This is why a large majority of Americans
indicate d to polisters that they regarditas O0seri ouso or overy seriousoé that m
Congress would oget an average tax cut pohfo l-eedhe they$riegkiy, 000
added to the December 2017 tax bill  at the last minute, just before passing it with out a single vote from the

opposition political party . Revelatory investigative books intrigue the imagination, with titles telling the story,

likel t s Even Wor se bytha brilliano tax exgeri Dakid Cay Johnston.

A laser focus on the Trumpr egi me 8 s c,and oruRefdublicamrash schemes in general, rightly helped give a
powerful boost to Democrats in gaining a majority in the House of Representatives during the 2018 midterm
elections. Honestly patriotic citizens  voted to help make this happen. Support progressives !

A Biqg Picture Perspective
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Throughout the incomprehensibly long sweep of geologic history , massive changes in the natural environment
have subjected many species to conditions of existential stress. Many have perished, and at accelerated rates
during some impressive mass extinction events like the Permian Extinction 250 million years ago, and the
Cretaceous Extinction 65 million years ago, and during the current unfolding Anthropocene Extincti on. The
individuals and groups best suited to adapt are the ones that survive to reproduce. Whatever animal could
adapt best is able to continue on. This is natural selection in a nutshell.

Charles Darwin once observed: 0 | the long history of humankind (and animal kind, too), those who learned to
collaborate and improvise most effectively havep r e v a i Healsb.sdid, 0 | is not the strongest of the species
that survives, nor the most intelligent that survives. It is the one that is the most adaptable toc hange. 6

We are at a juncture in world history where adaptation is the key to our survival. For 10,000 years, humans
have been parlaying subsistence agriculture and animal husbandry into t o d aastdrsshingly successful global
civili zation. Our population has increased from maybe 300 million at the time of Christ to one billion in the year
1800 -- to more than 7.7 billi on as the year 2019 unfolds. But the writing is onthe wall. The damagesthat our
huge -- and growing! -- population is inflicting on our beautiful home planet are transcendently foolish, and they
are without a shred of doubt unsustainable. Precautionary principles counsel wiser decision-making and courses
of action. See the link to Intelligent Precautionary Principles Enunciated 6 Holy Cow! on the Home Pageof the
Earth Manife sto to gain a fuller understanding of these ideas.

We have built amazing economies to provide an extraordinary array of food and consumer products, using big
advancements in exploitive technologies, and we have coupled this with an astonishing overarching lack of
mindfulness, so we find that we are insidiously destroying the natural world. One reason for this folly is for the
sake of a zealous preoccupation with monetary wealth and status . This shortsightedness is putting our home
pl a nlesdlth at risk, as well asits ability to sustain life for all of its creatures, including ourselves.

What we humans need to survive here in the 21st century is greater adaptive ability. We need to honestly face
the problems troubling our planet and our species, and create real and lasting and auspicious solutions, aimed
both locally for our families and friends, and globally for all of humanity and life on Earth.

Pope Francis has called for urgent collective action to repair the planet . Hegave his blessing
pressure groupsd to or gani z Action Siemant thap fook alaceGih &dn &tanci€d inmat e
September 2018. On Septe mber 8, thousands of people ca me together for the largest climate march the West

Coast has ever seen. In advance, activists stated: o0 We wi | | demand Governor Jerry Br
|l eaders take bold action on climate change and commit to a

Republican politicians seem to be strongly opposed to efforts to le ave a more secure and providential legacy to
our children and grandchildren , judging from the scurrilous agenda they are pursuing . The organization League
of Conservation Voters sounded an alarm in July 2018, revealing that Rep ublican leaders in Congress had just
0 m@d/ to backdoor a series of anti -environment provisions into law. Their plan includes a policy to weaken
public | and protections without public review or input. ¢
mining operations, and trying to gut th e Endangered Species Act, and undermining protections for  wolves,
whales and other mammals. They added these provisions to the National Defense Authorization Act bill, a must-
pass military bill that rightly should not include riders that reduce protection s of the environment. And they
failed to reauthorize the vital Land and Water Conservation Fund for many months, despite the fact that it is a
smart program that uses a fraction of fees paid by companies drilling offshore for oil and gas to acquire and
protect lands for all Americans.

A petition at change.org opposes Republican efforts to go to almost any length to maintain their narrow majority

power. They are even trying to distort history to preserve their domineering power. Towitt 0 The Michiga
Stat e Board of Education is considering revisions to K -12 social studies standards that endanger not only our

past, but our future. By altering the standards for teaching history in Michigan, they cut many people out of

history fi and silence the work of those who have worked to fulfill the American promise o  f liberty and justice
for all. The changes would severely cut references to the movement for civil rights, the women's movement,



89
and the movement for LGBT equality. They would eliminate references to clim ate change, and remove discussion
of America's core democratic values. 6

Letds emerge from behi nmyfalawrAmdricansbaad vistemlly recognazel and acknowledge

the profoundly pernicious threat that Republican rule represents for current and future well -being, and to the

general welfare of the citizenry. Another reason why it is pathological for extr eme oOconservatives:¢
seized power and then begun broadly abusing this au thority is because in the process they are opposing fairer
representation in our democracy and sabotagingt he core values that democracy r
repudiate Machi avel |l i an masters of manipulative misguidance and ¢
away with their schemes by believing all the obfuscating fusillades of mass distraction on Facebook and Twitter.

Passions were running real high in 2018, and with propulsive reason. The naked immorality of Donald Trump and

his administration s O0zer o tol eranced6 famil y licae gnd-imanigiard actiopsochusedi es a
mass protests to break out during the summer of 2018 . Almost 600 protesters wer e arrested on Capitol Hill on

June 28, and then more than 700 protests were held on June 30, taking place in all 50 states in opposition to
Trumpdés unempathetic border policies. We rightly shoul d
authority -abusing men who are pushing a regressive and repressive agenda that is antithetical to the liberties,

overall well -being and true security of the people. Numbness to outrage advantages exploiters.

During many protest marches around the United States in the past few years, crowds almost good -naturedly

revealed their simmering outrage, with some chanting 6 No Tr ump, no KKK, Asweling aumber st U S
of courageous resisters are standing up and declaring that the emperor has no cl| otuteaess, t hi
corrupt, that his emotion -exploiting blame -shifting tactics are immoral, that Republicans are making accomplices

and fools of their supporters, that the wrongdoing of their debt -financed Tax Cuts scam is woefully fiscally
irresponsible, and that their anti  -environmental policies are treacherous to everyone in the future -- and to

most forms of life on Earth. In this, they are profound ly betraying truly honest pro -life stances .

In incredible contrast, the Trump base is in a protective crouch, pretending their leader is as innocent as the

driven snow in all matters being investigated, amntd bebesi d
bothered by this 6t ot al f abr i cAaddrge propértios of thésé . loyalist Republicans tell pollsters they

support Trump despite his deceitful invective, lies, wrongdoing and sins, and despite the danger he is creating by

allying himself wit h a new Axis of dictator -types who treat their people terribly . At the same time, Donald

Trump is undermining our trad itional NATO allies who defend democracy and promote personal liberties.

The former self -proclaimed Party of th e Moral Majority has ast onishingly abdicated i ts moral compass, and
done so for the sake of naked expediency. These folks are triumphantly pleased to finally get some respect --
POWER! Never mind that this power was illicitly obtained and is being abused with such discriminator y disgrac e
and authoritarian zeal. T hey want us to ignore the long litany of illegitimate means they used to grab power and
achieve this domineering end in the first place, as set forth in dastardly detail in Demagoguery and the Dangers
of the Demise of Democracy: Is the Pen Mightier than lllegitimate Authority?

The esteem -worthy President Obama promised young Dreamers who were brought to the U.S. as children that

they would be protected, for t hey know no other home. But cunning Republicans are using these vulnerable
young people as another bargaining chip to help them impose their hard -right agenda on t he populace.

What a fat e! L e + @rsl cdma toggther to chanfpiwn brogdly fairer and better governance. The

eminently respect -worthy Dalai Lama delivered a compelling observation during the 2009 Vancouver Peace

Summit, assertingthat, 0 Thweor | d wi | | be saved bWwihthb dectioreo$ d recortdhnumberma n . 6

of Democratic women in November 2018, the prospects for this have dramatically improved. Let it be! Positive

change must come. John Lennon and Paul McCartney sang theirins pi ri ng | yrics, recommendi n
together rightnow ,over -m&Orme thing | can tell you is you got to be

An Aside on the Supreme Court

A provocative political cartoon by the brilliant Pulitzer Prize -winning edit orial cartoonist Tom Toles showed an
imposing facade of t he GOP SUPREME COURTwith a democratic rabble in front hoisting an indignant protest
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sign reading NO TO TRUMP TAKEOVER OF U.S. DEMOCRACY. A protestor remarks, TRUMP GOT HIS WALL.
In small editorial print at the bottom, T oles pointedly observed: EVERYBODY IS GOING TO PAY FOR THIS.

The Supreme Court failed to take a stand against the far -reaching structural corruption inherent in extreme
gerrymandering when it sided, in effect, with hyper manipulative Big Money interests near the end of their 2018

term. The court system should rightly provide  stronger checks and balances against abuses of power being
perpetrated by the executive branch of government. Instead, the high court  ducked this difficult issue on

technical grounds and let the status quo stand. In addition, t he final rulings of the Supreme Court before the

oswing voted (barely! ) rétiesdtattbeeenddhlure @01 welt eetisians tp uphold the

Trump travel ban, and to deal maj or blows to | abor wunions a
5-4 rulings that make it clear that there are serious implications for our civil liberties to have th e Supreme

Court dominated by a narrow majority of ideological conservatives. The Supreme Court must rule against

partisan gerrymandering!

Mitch McConnell and his Republican co-conspirators in the U.S. Senate wielded the illegitimate and power -
abusing tactic of denying President Obamads chtlp qualifled t o r e
Merrick Garland. They instead managed a year later to get the far right judge Neil Gorsuch appointed to a

position of judicia | power. The honorable or ganization EarthJustice observed that the Trump administration,

Ot hrough its agenda of corporate greed, its divisive and h
crystal clear that it seeks to undo the very rights and | iberties wedve fouglkf esnd. lar d

When it came to replacing Anthony Kennedy on the Supreme Court, New Jersey Senator C  ory Booker set the
tone for elected Democ rats by saying outright that Donald Trump is the subject of a criminal  investigation and
has conflicts of interest in choosing a new Supreme Court Justice. A new Justice should not have been chosen
until after the invest igation is concluded, said Booker, for the high court will likely be involved in issues deciding

the power of the Executive Branch with respect to subpoenas, presidential pardons and other aspects of
suspected collaboration by members of the Trump campaign with Russian operatives interfering in our elections,

and other matters of Russian intrigue and financial ~ malfeasance and environmental treachery.

Anthony Kennedy was a conservative, but in some cases he sided with more liberal justices to check the zea | of

social conservatives. When he retired , an already right - eani ng Supreme Court oOithe now
most conservative institution in the entire history of Ame
very legitimacy of the Supreme Court is now up in the air with Trump marching lockstep with reactionary social
conservatives to cement in place extreme right -wing judic ial rulings for generations.  Trump nominees outside

the mainstream wi | |  leadkoe ISypremde Court that sacrifices the rights of the most marginalized people in

favor of the wealthiest and most powerful Americans. Of the greatest concern are the implications for

wor kers and consumers, a woman's right to choose, and the

A Blue Wave in the November midterm elections should helpcur b t he despotic abuses of
instincts tell him he can get away with , because he has until now had an adequate number of unprincipled and
cowed loyalists and legislative and judicial collaborators  to help enable his authority -abusing agenda.

Hearteningly, a majority of voters demonstrated in November 2018 that they prefer the next Congress to be a

check on Trump rather than a booster for his policy prioriti es, and only about a third believe Donald Trump
deserves to be re -elected, accordi ng to polls taken before the midterm elections in Arizona, Florida and Ohio by
NBC News and Marist College. 01 n Ari zona, 52 percent of registered voter

message that the country needs more Democrats to serve as a check  on Trump, while 36 percent said the nation
needs more Republicans to pass his agenda.6 This is good cause for hope , and will make 2019 an epic year.

Another Big Picture Perspective

In 1949, the English novelist and political philosopher George Orwell famously imagined a dystopian future in
London in Nineteen Eighty -Four in which a repulsive and pervasively controlling authority -abusing Big Brother
government ruled ruthlessly by brain  washing, deceiving, misinforming, exploiting and repressing the people.

Fast forwardto wor ker s & 2008 yandivaogywould have guessed that we would have a 21st century form of
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oppressive Big Brother governance in the USA today, and that it would be led by a greedy, empathy-deficient,
self -serving con man Strict Father Bad Dad. Co mpounding this brutal indignity is the fact that this Demagogue -
in-Chief is a diabolically cunning masterman i pul at or of p e-ofprlhis @ve aggrandizementn s

Donald Trump is making increasingly desperate efforts to distract people from the unraveling details of the
illegitimacy of his ascension to power, and of the  far -reaching misdeeds of his self -dealing and the widespread
corruption manifest in his administration . This manipulative Twitter -crazed charlatan spins the news with a
bizarre pleth ora of exorbitant | ies, preposterous propaganda, diversionary claims and political scandal , and he
foments anger at reporters and journalists, especially during his zealous demagogic political rallies, where he
blatantly tries to undermine a tremendous amount of factual reporting by repetitiously claiming that all
criticismsare 0f ake newsd6 promotéed bBbyhe meemsg oOhat kaetlywreng!p |l e. 6

John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan both regarded freedom and the welcoming of immigrants and hard -pressed
refugees to the United States as core American values . They both expressed admiration for John Winthrop, a
Puritan who led the first large wave of immigran ts from England to North America in 1630, and who  referred to
the first American colonies in bibl i cheslPresident-alect inal®61,bJEK n g
decl ared o0t hat we s hal-l thebeges af all peoplearetuy onwg. 0. Ror & thdse td whom much

is given, much isrequired . . . 0.

Th

And Ronald Reagansaid in his farewell speech to the nation in 1989, 61 ' ve spoken of t he shi

political life, but | don't know if | ever quite communicated what | saw when | said it. But in my mind it was a
tall, proud city built on rocks stronger than oceans, wind  -swept, God-blessed, and teeming with people of all
kinds living in harmony and peace; a city with free ports that hummed with commerce and creativity. And if
there had to be city walls, the walls had doors and the doors were open to anyone with the will and the heart to

get here. That's how | Agraapimage!, and see it still .6

Then along came Donald Trump, who cunningly realized that he could gain perso nal power and influen ce -- and
money! -- through diabolically acting as a fear -mongering white nationalist demagogue who ruthlessly exploits
divisive strategies of blaming immigrants for our problems and using them as scapegoats.

We the P eople, in honesty, understand that this power -abusing narcissist has seized the reins  of power through
an unbelievable litany of illegitimate means, and that he is imposing  upon us his own bizarrely selfish form of
oppressive and outrage -engendering Big Brother authoritaria n governance. This self -dealing authority figure is
being propped up by rich people and a cowardly phalanx of self -serving and devious sycophants in Congress who
are collaborating with the hair -trigger emotion -exploiting despot to cunningly take advantage of the emotions of
the people, stoking their anger, grievances and fear , and demonizing and scapegoating vulnerable asylum seekers,
migrants, refugees, Muslims, women, children, powerless poor people and most Americans in non -white racial
minorities. In a pathologically grandiose irony, th e leader of this Big Brother government is a crass celebrity
who is excessively impulsive and immoderately promiscuous, and who has always treated women shabbily, to boot.

Both despot -inclined demagogues and the submissive authoritarian followers that abjectly kowtow to them are
manifesting an excessive fervor for dictating an absolutist morality onto society , condemning gay people and
judging women harshly for wanting to ha ve the right to get a legal and safe abortion during the first trimester

of a pregnancy.

The Titanic Struggle between Liberals and Conservatives

I n Moral Politics: How Liberals and Conservatives Think, the insightful li nguist George Lakoff explains how the
competing influences of Strict Father worldviews contrast to the worldviews of Nurturing Parents (and
especially of good mothers). Whole constellations of propensities are associated with the conflicting political
camps of Strict Father adheren ts and Nur turing Parent s. Sensible parents see that being too permissive can
ruin a child, but that excessive discipline and harshness in Strict Father ideologies may be worse for the family

and the child, and society as a whole. George Lakoff points out that the politics of both liberal s and
conservative s are deeply influenced by different ideas of the family, and that these two contrasting models of
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the family o6give rise to different mor al systems and diff
words and di fferent Amudiffesent evels of eompulsionitonngposé tight control.

One important thing to understand here is that propensities of conservative folks just happen to be favorable

to authoritarians who like to assert domine ering control and abuse the power of their ill  -begotten authority.
Conservative worldviews lionize discipline, self -control and loyalty, so they tend to attract what Bob Altemeyer
calls oauthoritari an,afnowrédtiedv@ssaciate Profea kor & the Qepartment of Psychology
at the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg,  writes thatt hese folks tend to be loyal to tribal allegiances that can
get in the way of the desires of free dom-cherishing Americans to properly balance individual liberties an d the

greater social good. In so doing, they prevent true greater good goals from coming to fruition. Authoritarian
followers submit too much to authoritarian leaders, and trust them too much, and give them too much leeway to
do whatever they want -- 0 wihch often is something undemocratic, tyranni

Republicans won many 2016 election contests and gained power not by propos ing effective plans to improve the
greater good of the American people, but by  scaring people, stoking cultural resentmen ts, hijacking people's
emotions, fostering division, de monizing others, promoting deceptive ideological dogmas, using negative attack
ads, exploit ing hot -button wedge issues, stoking red hot cultural biases, taking advantage of  microtargeted fake
news on social media, and raising huge sums of contributions from wealthy conservatives, Big Oil, Big Coal and
giant corporations that seek lower taxes, fewer regulations and more opportunities to foist the costs of
pollution, healthcare, natural disaster s and environmental damages onto the public. It is a simple and deplorable
fact that conservative politicians are currently ascendant in majority control of the federal government only
because they have gained this domineering position by seizing power th  rough this litany of illegitimate means.
And they are critically abusing this power.

It is exceedingly odd how willing conservatives seem to be, despite being generally averse to change, to go along

with extreme risk -taking in national policies. This is the case with their opposition to democracy -enhancing
reforms as well as many other issues, like denying the apocalyptic risks of the climate crisis , allowing building in
flood plains, promot ing profligately depleting uses of natural resources , supporting policies that sacrifice the
greater good, and depriving tens of millions of people of heal thcare in order to reduce taxes on rich people.
Tens of millions of them voted for a leader who is a smugly duplicitous plutocrat who abuses privilege , violates
trus t and is dangerously self -centered and reactively vitriolic ~ -- and who even risks revolution ary conflict by
facilitating the predations of wealthy elit es who keep driving inequality and inequities to worse extremes.

P.J. O'Rourke's famous remark has always resonated with me about Republicans saying government doesn't work
and then managing to get el ected and making sure that gov
the people. But in the last two years , a new desperate confirmation of thi s understanding has been materializing .
Yes, conservative politicians have strived with monomaniac zeal to gain power and domineering control, and used
illegitimate means, and they certainly seem to be showing inadequate interest in governing fairly or ho nestly, or
inclusively, or at all well. They have fallen for a very low type of man to win power who is masterful at exploiting
divisions, but he is fragmenting the nation as if trying to push a fragile Humpty Dumpty off a great wall, and it

is proving to be increasingly difficult to put America back together again. The man and his enabling cronies are
serious threats to the security and well  -being of the American people, and to the liberty  -loving republic for
which we yearn. This is on account of their d esperate deficiencies of fiscal responsibility, trustworthiness,
honorable integrity, self -discipline, empathy, commitment to egalitarian inclusiveness, humility and v  isionary
understanding. Donald Trump demonstrates egomaniacal narcissism and a lack of r espect for norms and codes
of conduct -- or seemingly for women, other than as sex objects! These pathetic qualities make him a terrible
leader. And those waiting in the win gs to assume power once he resigns or is impeached, or otherwise is
removed from the scene, are almost more dangerous for their fervent obedience to a hard right agenda and
catering to wealthy donors and deluded grassroots supporters.

In Strangers in Their Own Land, sociologist Arlie Russell Hochschild tells the story of years she spent in arch -
conservative Louisiana bayou country , listening to Tea Party folks  to find out why they support national policies
that seem to liberals to be so cantankerously contrary to the common good. She found that people in red states
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have been indoctrinated to feel that it is the government, not giant corporations, which has been primarily
responsible for their woes, because the government has helped people like immigrants, refugees, w omen, gay
people and others to cut ahead of them in line in their hopes of achieving the American Dream.

We need a much healthier two -party system. Severe imbalances like those that have existed since Trump and
Pence came to power are not only unhealthy, but exceedingly d angerous to the general welfare and the national

security and peaceful coexistence. Trump has played his supporters as sucker s, and has pl ayect
of being a divisive emotion -manipulating deceiving demagogic dictator -wannabe male chauvinist who is plunging

the world into unknown but not wholl y uncharted paths . $tand up and not go along! Academy Award!

Heref6s a better idea: Let ' s c owipsolatioris $oeproldems. dherevdreofdleatyto af t o f

choose from. See One Dozen Big Initiatives to Positively ~ Transform Our Societies for some of the best ones.

Smart Strategic Initiatives

Linguist George Lakoff wrote about  dstrategic initiatives 6 in his enlightening book Don't Think of an Elephant
He pointed o ut how ideological conservative s use such strategie s in which changes in one issue have automatic
effects over many other issues. For example, tax cuts leave less money for social programs that conservatives
disapprove of anyway. Or think about legal tort refo rms that are designed to limit future lawsuits that enforce
environmental regulations, thus rewarding business cronies with bigger profits while depriving lawyers who tend

to support progressive politicians of money and reducing campaign fun  ding for Democratic politicians.

Note that there are contrasting good examples of strategic initiatives that advance progressive causes. The
Endangered Species Act, for instance. O r legislative requirements that environmental impact reports  must be
completed before real estate developments are approved, so as to gain a more comprehensive under standing of
how all stakeholders will be affected . One such truly transcendent plan would be to make an overarching
commitment to a Bill of Rights for Future Gene rations. This visionary initiative would serve to reduce inter -
generational treachery and protect the prospects of people in the future from valuable resources being
foolishly squandered at the fastest possible pace , and from the predatory behaviors  of wealthy people who are
driving up the national debt and abusing their ill -gotten power.

There is one clear distinction between strategic initiatives promoted by conservatives and those advocated by
liberals. Conservatives have a primary goal of maximizing p rofits and getting and wielding domineering power, so
their strategies are oriented toward pandering to rich people who favor a selfishly  right -wing agenda, while the
strategic initiatives promoted by liberals tend to more honestly reflect greater concerns for the common good.

Another of the main strategic initiatives employed by Republicans is to hyper -stimulate military spending.  This
is a spending arena that is notoriously hard to control, or even to properly account for, because national urgency
and secrecy provide a good cover for hiding waste and fraud. Such profligate spending serves to inject a big
shot of adrenaline into the bloods tream of profiteers. It is easy to get people to go along with this plan by
scaring them with repeated assertions of  threats from abroad.  This strategy allows a government to shift
resources from other domestic spending priorities into profit -engendering preparations for war . Similarly,
parallel efforts are made to build  up domestic police forces, prisons and detention facilities that may prove to
be necessary to be used against the people when revolutionary turmoil arises against power  -abusing authorities
and the malfeasance they are perpetrating against the masses. These deceptions and deceivers distra ct the
p u b | attenfioa to cascading scandals, making it easier for them to  eviscerate regulatory agencies that should
be protecting people against financial chicanery and corporate abuses of influence and cost externalizing
schemes that har m pespaltheedvionmenta.l t h and d

Military Keynesian ideological arguments are easy to peddle to the people, as made clear by Herman Goering, the

head of Adolf Hitlerds storm troopers and | ater oftoldahe Ge!
psychologist after the war , during the Nuremburg War Crime trials , t hat a nationds peopl e
manipulated into supporting and fighting wars by their leaders, famously declaring, 0 Nat ur al ly the ¢
people dondBuwaanftwar all, it is the |l eaders of a country
simple matter to drag people along, whether it is a democracy or a fascist dictatorship, o r a parliament, or a
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communist dictatorship.  Voice or no voice, the people can always be brought to the bidding of the leaders. This
is easy. All you have to do is tell them they are being attacked, and denounce the pacifists for lack of
patriotism and for exposing the country to danger. I't works the same in every countr.y

Proof that this is a top Republican strate  gic initiative can be seen by a look at the "hard -power budgets" pushed
by the Trump Administration. Sure enough, they contain  huge increases in military spending, combined with
draconian cuts to fundi ng for regulatory agencies and State Department diplomacy. These budgets stimulate
military and Homeland Security spending while slashing funding for many things, including conservation
initiat ives and enforcement of federal  regulatory and Executive Branch accountability and oversight activities.

Think more deeply about the nature of these Crony Capitalist scams. First, we allow moneyed interests to have
undue influence in determining our natio nal policies and priorities, with the result that the top tax rates on the
highest incomes are reduced to unaffordably low levels. This contributes significantly to a spiking increase in
inequality , which is stoking deep discord in the USA today. Second, we allow huge corporate entities to
maximize profits by squeezing employees, often foisting costs of their medical care onto taxpayers. We also

allow big corporations to ruthlessly prevent American workers from gaining any meaningful portion of increases

in their productivit y that have been realized in the economy since 1980. And we finance these swindles in an
inter -generational debt scam that is far reaching in its unjust, highly unethical and risk -laden impacts. All
considered, this is a consequentia lly serious fraud. Revealingly, this scam is facilitated by shrewd corporate
executives and politicians and spinmeisters who propagate rationalizations and ideological dogma.

These scams constitute a betrayal of the people by the top dogs in our society, and especially the top 1% of
Americans who excessively monopolize the spoils of resource extraction and the exploitation of working people.

And these swindles have an even more deplorable angle. Vested interest groups indulge in another rash ruse:
cost externalizing, or "the socializing of costs". The rigged rules that govern corporate entities allow Big
Businesses to foist a variety of costs onto society, with the overriding goal of artificially boosting profits.

These exte rnalized costs include poll uted air and water , respiratory afflictions and other negative impacts on
human health, environmental damages and adverse effects of greenhouse gas emissions on the global climate.

More than two -thirds of the capital gains that result from these corporat e scams are received, tellingly, by the
top 1%. And guess what! -- these folks pay really low capital gains tax  rates of only 15% on these ill -begotten
profit s. And even more outrageously, their heirs may pay zero percent tax on these gains after a rich person

dies because the 0cost basi so6 oif acwdl Value ab theedate of death,allowiry r evi s
these gains to be transmitted indefinitely forward to every person who inherits any of these investments.

In the course of these swindles, humankind is brutally hacking away, dangerously and irresponsibly, at the trunk

and many branches of the tree of life, severely pruning its limbs by obtusely failing to take global action to

protect wildl ife habitats. Sensationally, the latest Living Planet Report, updated by the World Wildlife Fund in

2018, startlingly revealed that  about 60% of the numbers of 10,000 representative species of mammals, birds,

reptiles, amphibians and fish on Earth have disappeared in the 48 -year period from 1970 to 2018. More than

75% of the populations of freshwater species have astoundingly been lost in this short period of time, along

with almost 40% of the populations of both marine species and terrestrial species. The primary factors that

have contributedt o t his dire devel opment are mankindds reckl ess de
our voracious exploitation of natural resources and our inadequate commitment to preserving the health of

natural ecosystems.

An earlier Living Planet Report stated: 6 Our curr ent gl ob aihce the 1970g humanity hasdbeeh hat s
in ecological overshoot, with annual demand on resources exceeding what Earth can regenerate each year . It
now takes the Earth one year and six months to regenerate what we use in a year. We maintain this overshoot
by liquidating the Wearnuhs&s croerseo utrocgeest.héer and s algah Phdligsn o u g h
once declared, "The Earth is not dying, it is being killed, and those who are killing it have names and addresses."

Politics has sadly and necessarily becom e an outsized factor in the lives of people living in the USA now that
conservatives have seized control of our government. Good God, politics! It seems wrong for our leaders to
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rudely sow division and antagonisms between people through manipulative propaganda, dastardly d emagoguery
and an underhanded hijackingof peopl| eds e mo timmosesvromghedded natemal policies and priorities.

In theory, o ur representatives in Congress ar e the ones We the People have entrusted with setting our national
priorities , and we should demand that they work to actualize the best in terests of the people . How, then, has it
turned out that the political leaders we choose are so preposterously prepos sessed with the drive to satisfy
their own selfish ambitions and power drives? Why are these priorities more important than helping to improve
peoplebds |lives?

FOLLOW THE MONEY! Our representatives give the heaviest emphasis to getting their own outsized portion
of the spoils of the on -going Corrupt Conniving Crony Capitalist Con. This is what is described as dhe biggest
financial swindle in history 6in Demagoguery and the Definite Dangers of the Demise of Democracy.

An investigative reporter at Truthou t named Mike Ludwig identifies a correlated problem in Trump's Plan to
Crush the EPA is a Symptom of a Bigger Problem : Polluters refuse to pay for pollution controls and clean up, and
leaders of both parties lack the courage to hold them accountable. Another facet of this corporate scheme is
the push to shift more costs to local and state governments by slashing federal gove rnment spending. This ruse
ratchet s up the instability of the already dangerously fragile social safety net that ke eps millions of people out
of desperate degrees of depr ivation and poverty and risk of calamities to their health and personal security.

Privatization schemes are another way that p rDorfald Tremp'ssr e o f
conniving 2017 plan for infrastructure spending, for instance, would have been based on a two-for -one scam of

giving huge tax incentives to private corporations to undertake infrastructure improvements at the expense of

taxpayers, and then it would have allowed the pr ivate businesses to make money on the projects by adding tolls

or other fee -generating income from the public each and every year, too often at an inflating rate.

Save the World!

On the cover of the October 2, 2017 issue of Time Magazine, a bloated elephant painted red, white and blue
was sucking a small donkey into its trunk , and the headline read :

SHRUNK.

DEMOCRATS ARE IN THEIR
WORST SHAPE SINCE 1929.
CAN ANYTHING SAVE THEM?

Sad story! Fortuitously, the recent electoral Blue Wave has begun to rectify this undesirable imbalance. We
liberty -loving Americans sure do need a healthier two -party system to ensure that more people are fairly
represented. It is negative for society as a whole to have our representatives so outrageously beholden to the
rich. We do not need -- OR WANT, damn them! -- authority -abusing demagogic control freaks who repress the
populace and cheat us, lie to us, put us at greater risk, perpetrate v arious frauds at our expense , corrupt our
politics and mislead us with naked untruths, bad management and shortsighted foolhardiness.

The fact that the Democratic Party wa s in its worst minority position of influence since 1929, right before the

0Gr eapgr dbesi ono, was omi nous. begibnengiio earlyaJansiaryi2019 tstare ed tbotwrrs tke

ship of state away from perilous straits (hopefully) . It is ominous for the future of the USA that the

progressive party has been sidelined so effectively  through many ruses that include structural ones of extreme
gerrymandering, blatant vote suppression in states led by Republican politicians and excessive purges of voter

rolls. A big contributing factor is the brazen misuse of Big Mone y, right -wing propaganda and spin by often

dishonest shills 1 i ke Sean Hannity at Fox Newso ddidn gR udsdiantt iovaftigeaaudgshdo
manipulators of people through negative ads, misinformation and false conspiracy t heories on social media.

Letds save Weunow ow. videw the bums out of office! Indivisible groups are fighting Republican
abuses of power and overreach by organizing together in every single congressional district in the USA, and
they are using protest and pressure tactics to fight Repub lican corruption and malfeasance. They greatly
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helped Democrats gain 40 seats in the House of Representatives, effective January 3, 2019 , so reforms and
checks on power abuses are coming! Unfortunately, they are encountering extreme fierce Republican opp osition.

INTRODUCTION TO THE INDIVISIBLE GUIDE

O0Donald Trump i s t\oteloderiinchigterstd evgr caj hiniselfPresident. In spite of the fact

that he has no mandate, he will attempt to use his congressional majority to reshape America in his own
racist, authoritarian, and corrupt image. If progressives are going to stop this, we must stand indivisibly
opposed to Trump and the Members of Congress who would do his bidding. Together, we have the power to
resist i and we havethe power to win. 6

OWe know this because webve seen it before. The authors
who witnessed the rise of the Tea Party. We saw these activists take on a popular president with a mandate

for change and a supermajori ty in Congress. We saw them organize locally and convince their own Members

of Congress to reject President Obamads agenda. Their i
and they won. ¢

OWe believe that protecti ng oorgelveswillequiesnpuntmga simiaeresgtanceo r s, an
to the Trump agenda -- but a resistance built on the values of inclusion, tolerance, and fairness. Trump is not

popular. He does not have a mandate. He does not have large congressional majorities. If a small minority in

the Tea Party could stop President Obama, then we the maj

Republican politicians are acting treacherously against the true best interests of our democratic republic, and
definitively deserve to be relegated to minority status for generations to come, on account of their arrogance,

right -wing agenda, failure to rein in rapidly increasing public debt, mindlessly unempathetic and in effect
malicious malfeasance, and resource -wasting environment -damaging climate -altering ways. The price to be paid
for putting our great American values at risk must be paid now, before accelerating harms excessively worsen.

Columnist Thomas Friedman, who often articulates B ig Picture perspectives, wrote in June 2018, 0 The U. S.

Republican Party has blown up in all but name, going overnight from an internationalist, free -trade, deficit -hawk

party to a protectionist, anti  -immigrant, deficit -dove party -- all to accommodate the instincts of Donald Trump
and his base. As t he for mer House Speaker John Boehner not ed: 0T
Trump party. The Republican Party(imrThi ki wdsofnt &BkWhpgrenandap

So Many Political Parties Blowing Up?)

| fancy these words as representing plain truths and Common Sense See the plethora of intelligent and fair -
minded assessments of eminent common sense contained in Common Sense Revival, Book One of the Earth
Manifesto.

Truly,
Dr. Tiffany B. Twain
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Wel come to the Eart k|l WMarinfea gteo .f r olme tofug e ct Baieve Bvarything Yos a n d
Thinkabd strive to see untedaake tb ynderstand nothpréhensivizlg and expansively. And to
feel with our hearts, not just to think with our easily emotionally -hijacke d brains.

That wry rascal Mark Twain once satirically stated that we have the be st government money can buy, and it
behooves us to look closely at this sly assertion, for we are paying an exceedingly high price for our government
every year, and it sure seems like the majority of Amer icans are getting areal Bad Deal, in general, in return.

It is a tautological truth that everybody will do better  when everybody does better. We should demand that our
representatives honestly create a fairer society t hat is really characterized by a more broadly inclusive
prosperity. It is a wrong approach to put top priority on further enriching the already rich while imposing
increasing hardships on the many, and depleting resources and raining havoc down on the ecological commons.

The right thing for usto do collectively woul d be to opay forwarddé an auspici ous
by contributing to | eaving a stronger democracy and bett er protections of peopleds r
And to lea ve an economy that works better for the vast majority of the people, not just the wealthy ones. And to

responsibly prevent politicians from burdening all taxpayers in the future with excessive amounts of public debt ,

corruptly engineered . And to leave a more sustainably providential natural world.

Remember the philosopher Plato, who established an extraordinary Academy located in a grove of olive trees in
Athens and dedicated it to Athena, the Greek Goddess of Wisdom. Plato asserted in the Socrat ic dialogues of
his famed book The Republic that truly just dealings are the most important thing for a govern ment in its rule,
and he reckoned it would be most desirable to have a benevolent philosopher king to govern fairly. Yep, that sure
would be better than self -serving demagogues who tell manipulative lies to the people about the purposes and
desirability of their  radically ruthless 0 ¢ 0 n s e r acidns ané priorities. Benevolent philosopher kings ar e
unfortunately exceedingly h ard to find!

How then have we managed to be subjected to governance by politicians whose actions, objectively measured, are

detrimental to most Americans , and therefore seem drastically more malicious than beneficent? We must rise up
as one, and honor our <coloni al ancestorsdo di srepesentaivestor de s
honestly represent the greater good. If we really had a fair democracy, wealthy interests would not be able to

prevail so triumphantly over workers and the general public  at every turn .

Most people validly see how harsh it is for our leaders to push policies that make economic inequalities more
extreme, and that rig the tax system ever more favor ably for the few. Most people also see the ominous writing
on the wall of unleas hed capitalist predations, debt -financed tax cut scams and externalized costs of pollution,
toxins, medical care, exacerbated weather ex tremes, ocean acidification and the devastation of the richest
biotic habitats on Earth  -- tropical rainforests and coral reef communities around our beautiful home planet.

L e tadtso protect Mother Earth!

A Commanding View from on High
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Thereisgreatw i sdom i n the proverbial saying, 0 moaoaquetly batancedrwayi n  al |
of living. This essential thought was found in the work of the ancient Greek poet Hesiod, somewhere around

2,700 years ago, who r e cnoemanseunrdee;d , moddoebrsaetrivoen diuse best in all
great temple of Apollo at Delphi bor e a similar inscription that Publicpolicg| at es

should embrace such wisdom.

The Tragedy of the Commons that Professor Garrett Hardin wrote so insightfully about in 1968 has morphed
into a global catastrophe of assaults against the common good today. This terrible imbalance involves rich
people and giant corporate entities exerting a detrimental, destructive and excessively domi neering hegemony
of rapacious control over people in communities and state and federal governments. This socially unacceptable
imbalance features not only dangerous extremes of inequality, but also a sad state of spiritual affairs in which
established rel igions form an unholy alliance with Economic Elites by supporting abusers of authority who all too
frequently engage in divisive and discriminatory drives for dominion at the expense of fairness, peaceable
coexistence and greater good goals.

| appeal to al | evangelicals with respect the stewardship of creation, this consequentially crucial aspect of our
civilizations. | applaud the evangelical organization Interfaith Power and Light for representing Right Action

and Right Understanding with regard to energ vy efficiency, conservation, addressing climate change and such
issues. They importantly say the same thing as Pope Francis: caring for creation is a basic human obligation.

As in every arena, hyper -conservative fundamentalists in evangelizing religions a re too fanatic to be allowed to

grab and abuse power. This is why the revelatory five -part Netflix documentary series  The Family, released in

August 2019, is so scary and ominous in implication. It tells the story of a secretive initiative by Christians who,

in the name of Jesus, insinuate themselves into the halls of power and exert insidious influence and domineering

and often unjust control over the populace. These evangelical fundamentalists, innocent -seeming acolytes of

Jesus led for decades by Doug | as Coe, othe stealth Billy Grahamo, have
power and exerted outsized influence with powerful political leaders in the U.S. government, and in countries

around the world. In this fundamentalism, powerful men exhibit missionary-like zeal to exert overarching power

over the fates of billions of people, sometimes for good purposes but just as often to undermine democratic
fairness and betr ay -npndenlpdveendree.t r ust i n fair

These folks have been siding with the ri  ch and powerful in economic issues, to the dramatic detriment of the

poor and downtrodden that the Bible says Jesus loved. It is supremely ironic that acolytes of Jesus are

spreading a gospel so at odds with conventional understandings of Jesus, and that 0The Familydé so z
supports officials |ike Donald Trump and OMoscow Mitcho6, w
a corrupt agenda that involves dividing people and acting in bad faith on a wide range of crucial issues.

Jeff Sharlet criticizes the theology of The Family as an "elite fundamentalism” that fetishizes political power

and wealth, and consistently opposes labor movements in the U.S. and abroad, and teaches that laissez-
faire deregulatory economic policy is "God's will."  He also criticized their theology of instant forgiveness for
powerful men, pointing out that this provides a convenient excuse for e lites who commit misdeeds or crimes, and
allows them to avoid accepting responsibility or accountability for their actions.

Shar | et dhe FdmidyoThe Secret Fundamentalism at the Heart of American Power was initially published in
2008, and just one year later sensational news stories broke about sex scandals involving prominent members of
the Family. The then Nevada Senator John Ensign and South Carolina Governor Mark Sanford thrust the
notoriously secretive organization into the national spotlight, along with accusations that the Family was illegally
subsidizing the rent of members of Congress on C Street, and was involved in the Uganda Anti -Homosexuality
Bill, which would have imposed the death penalty for homosexuality in Uganda.

These evangelicals have used the annual National Prayer Breakfast since the days of Dwight Eisenhower for
much more than a religious gathering. The event, which involves a series of meetings, luncheons and dinner s, has
taken place since 1953, and is typically attended by something like 3,500 guests, including international invitees

from over 100 countries. It is designed to be a forum for the political, social, and business elite to assemble
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and peddle influence, and as such to insert religion into politics and offer foreign leaders and lobbyists a chance
to Opay to playé.

Fair-Mindedness Is the Overriding Answer

Fair-minded democracy is crucial to protections of freedom and our collective hopes for flourishing. According

to a V-Dem Annual Democracy Report 2018, the outlook for democracy is in decline in countries affecting 2.5

billion people. T he V-Dem Project is0t h e | -avergecialtscience effort to mea sure democracy around the

world, 6 and experts working on the project focus their assessment on a Liberal Democracy Index that assesses

(1) whether there are free and fair elections in a country , (2) whether | eaders are constrained by the rule of

law and oversight by legislative bodies and the judiciary, and (3) whether civil liberties are protected. The

findings show that in the world today , 0 O rthird of the world's population lives in a backsliding democrac vy, and
withinth at tally of declining democracies is the United States

These experts compared the United States®6 democracy score
10 years, and described the pathological backsliding against liberal democracy in the USA as Oprecipitous
unpr ecedent e lgely due Toh th & weaksning of constraints on the executive branch , which seems to

cherish the freedom to abuse authority  at the expense of the people

A multitude of threats to American values and government are deepe ning. Brazen voter suppression and
gerrymandering and cyber -threats to election security are proliferating. As a result, overarching commitments
are required of us to repair and defend our democracy, so that personal liberties and fairness of opportunity

can be ensured and the prospects are improved for  the general welfare of the people. Strengthening our
democracy is also necessary so that the legacy we leave to our descendants will have a greater likelihood of
being auspicious.

One particularly effective assault on democracy for the next generation or two is found in the Republican
stacking of the federal judiciary with young, and too often unqualified, right -wing judges. The breakneck speed
with which Mitch McConnell has ushered these judges through the Senate confirmation process "shoul d send
shockwaves across the nation," the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights  tweeted recently.

ORepublicans ar e counting on t hese ghts dngreage eguality,dancstima nt | e
separation of church and state, and also to shred the New Deal and regulations that protect people from
corporate power," accordingto Marge Baker of the organization People for the American Way.

Kristine Lucius, executive vice president for policy and government affairs at the Leadership Conference, issued
a statement singling out Texas district court nominees Jeffrey Brown and Brantley Starr, who she said are
"hostile to voting rights, LGBTQ equality, reproductive rights, and immigrant rights."

"Senate Republicans will stop at nothing to stack the courts with partisan judges who will push their radical
agenda through at any cost,” Lucius said. "In doing so, they are not only degrading our courts, but also
endangering our d emocracy."”

The legitimacy of the Supreme Court has already been cast in the light of infamy by a triumvirate of partisan 5 -
to-4 decisions in favor of political corruption by rich people and influence -abusing giant corporations. This anti -
democratic and ex ceedingly unfair troika of rulings is shown to be consequentially wrong because it threw open

the floodgates for Big Money to corrupt our politics in the 50 states and in the federal government in 2010, and

then eviscerated the Voting Rights Act of 1965, a  nd now has ruled in favor of ex treme partisan gerrymandering.
These rulings give official injudicious sanction to corrupt politics that allows politicians to choose their voters

and disenfranchise tens of millions of people by depriving them of fair repre sentation.

These developments are astonishing in light of the fact that our colonial ancestors were incensed at British

taxation without fair representation. This was the basic reason for the Boston Tea Party uprising that was

protesting the Tea Actof M ay 1773, which all owed the British East Il ndi
American colonies without paying any taxes, thus undercutt


https://twitter.com/civilrightsorg/status/1156743756793749507
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By allowing anti -government ideologues to grab excessive influence, extreme partisans have allowed rich people
and undemocratic corporations to corruptly wield power over the people, betraying their best interests. It
seems like unscrupulous con men are everywhere, especially in the highest echelons of government and business.
Religious fundamentalists, for their part, bizarrely proclaim from the pulpit that God approves of this .

In another dastardly ruse, the Trump administration is continuing to try to skew the results of the upcoming

2020 census, evidently still devoted to using whatever cit izenship data it can collect for a post -census
reapportioning of federal power more heavily favorable toward predominantly white communities. The files of a

deceased GOP operative who advised officials on adding a citizenship question to the Census reveal ed that he

clearly regarded it as a way to confer electoral advantages on whites and Republicans. This plan had been
pushedearlyonby St eve Bannon and Kris Kobach, -imwigranbaflvisdfrs. ump&s mo ¢

Free Ourselves from Unnecessary S tress

We human beings have always been besieged by deep existential anxieties. John Fowles, in his great philosophic
outline The Aristos, explained: There are esoteric metaphysical anxieties and practical daily anxieties. There
are fundamental universal anxieties and s pecial individual anxieties. John Fowles then lists sixteen categories

of anxieties in The Aristos, and wrote, 0To be al on-edozens ofdetephonesfall ringing at the same
time. These anxieties should make us one. We all fee |them. But we let them isolate us, as if the citizens of a
country would defend it by each barricading himself in his

Every person faces a wide array of existential anxieties, so in solidarity with other fellow human beings, we

should all unite in empathy and Golden rule wisdom to either help ameliorate the anxieties o f others or strongly

support leaders who will most honestly tr y to not make the m worse. Unfortunately, great advantages can be

gained by scheming swindlers and d e magogi ¢ expl oiters who manipul at helpel y a
create conditions that exacerbate stresses for the vast majority of the populace. The fact thatt hey do this

brings the treachery of their actions into stark relief, and it can clearly be seen that they are pushing their

luck by acting with excessive selfish ness. Ethical, moral and spiritual right action is called for!

Breaking News: It Is Happening Here

Attention here and now! The following poignant perspectives are not just philosophical words, but important and
consequential ideas and understandings.

In order to hold in place national policies and priorities that dramatically increase inequality and make social
injustices worse, the ruling class will of necessity impose increasingly repressive measures on the people. And
to enforce this rude and rash imposition, stronger police and military forces will be used. This is not good for

you and me, and itis drastically detrimental to peaceable coexistence and the overall well  -being of the American
people, and treacherous to our hopes to enjoy our liberties and individual pursuits of happiness.

The one arena where ruling Republicans want to spend much more money is on the military and weapons and
preparations for war , and on police forc es, prisons, deportation forces and detention facilities . So, It Can
Happen Here! And we are rightinthe middleofa mael strom of its actually happeni n

L et 0 slooknartowly. Consider closely the words that Franklin D. Roosevelt spoke in January 1941 in his Four

Freedoms speech. Talking about military expenditures just before the United S tates entered World War |,

FDR declared that the American peopl e would need to pay more money intaxes. 6l n my Budget Messa:
recommend that a greater portion of this great defense program be paid for from taxation than we are paying

for today. N o person should try, or be allowed, t o get rich out of the program; and the principle of tax
payments in accordance with ability to pay should be const

In stunning contrast, at a time when military expenditur es are at the highest ever in the United States -- and
increasing -- Republican politicians cunningly rammed through into law a Tax Cut plan in December 2017 that
authorized borrowing $1.5 trillion over the next 10 years. The devil is in the details: the law will give most of
the benefit of this  public debt -burdening swindle to the top 1%. This is a diabolical scam because, in effect, it
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bribed the public with relative crumbs to gain support , giving almost everyone a small fraction of the  spoils of
this risk-ladenlargess, and di d so t o d edfihigpmblic dorowinglscheme d t the direadyeich.

Trumpis al ways obsessed wiforthimgek { hui pegersélyachosse s anti-progressive priorities

like sabotaging the Affordable Care Act and undermining protections of the environment , and discriminating
against minorities and immigrants and asylum seekers, even though such small -minded egomaniacal triumphs will
have real harmful impacts on mi I | i ons of p-+ang,lperddral sbcartylandipsychese |See clearly:
Pyrrhic victories like this negatively affect salubrious social cohesion and the general tone of civility in the
USA, and they betray christian good neighborliness, and indeed the general welfare, domestic tranquility and

our cherished liberties , along with potentials for all to pursu e more authentic happiness, now and in posterity.

In the face of all these goings -on, House Republicans came up with what is in effect a cynical new slogan in July

2018: 0O BETTER OF FRedlgAMone observer on Daily Kos gave swift consideration to the  Russia scandal

and Trump tariffs, skyrocketing national debt, immigrant children being taken from their parents, declining
democracy, hyped-up divisive partisanship, Big Money abuse s of power, demagogic propaganda and corporate
despoliation, etc., etc., etc.,andremarked: 61 coul d gobwth fealvegré HAHAHAHAHAHAH/

In fact, the majority of Americans will be Better Off only when the majority of Americans really are better
off, not just when the rich are richer and white male hegemony over the masses is approaching a zenith.

Therebds somet hi ng goitisds becoming everenpre abundanthy tlemrt Republicans represent
the ogrifter c¢cl assd i nThese arefplds uvwthobemefi the roost franmpthe lwvady ithe economic
system is rigged. They work tirelessly to rig the system more and more ad  vantageously for themselves . This is
ultimately negative for society because their success comes at the expense of everyone else, so this is a brazen
overreach by the swi ndling grifter class. This overreach involves not just shredding the so cial safety n et but
also putting e ver y b o dy @tshigdeurisku ané mortgaging the country to achieve wrongheaded goals.

The changing demographics in the USA make it clear that this will likely be the last opportunity for arrogant
white guys to exert a monopoly on power and make hay while the sun glares reprehensibly on their
discriminatory abuses of power . And a consequential day of reckoning is coming , due to their rashly risk-laden
debt -financed schemes.

Hyper spending on t he military is a racket that is good for excessive profit -making, and for the ability of th e
government to impose severely undemocratic authoritarian control over the masses, the lazy bums. The people
may protest, but that just  confirms to those who rule that the protestors are not sufficiently patriotic in their
refusals to loyally march lockstep with the ir every dictate

The great philosopher Voltaire incisively expressed this opinion: 0 lalways made one prayer to God, a very short
one. Here it is: 6 O lhqrd, make our enemiesquite r i di c uGodgranteddi t . 6

As an aside, Voltaire was famous for his wit, and was a commendably outspoken advocate for expanded civil

liberties, despite the risk this placed him in, as a consequence of strict censorship laws of the time in France.
He was a oOsatirical pol emicistdé who commendpblyecniticiteyintolerandes u s e
religious dogma and the oppressive Fren ch religious and governmental institutions of his day. Hear, hear!

What ds H&@ppening

Win-win politics would be VASTLY BETTER for everyone than the Re p u b | madermb¥asd of win-lose politics
and T r u mprofis -prepossessed triumph -at-any-cost con game. Some say they are getting real tired of this
0 b aadc t aanddis crowing about the brilliance of his 6 wi ndsedto their fiscally irresponsible, environment
damaging and socially wrongheaded agenda focus, and the hubris of defying laws, subpoenas and the
Constitution.

Let our eyes of lament touch the souls of our fellow countrypersons. L e tgive this desperate man his Academy
Award for gilded demagoguery, and usher him and his crony co-conspirators off the stage!

Republicans are making fools of their whi te middle class , blue-collar and poor supporters, and also making them
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accomplices to a profound treachery against the common good by pushing extreme short -termism in fiscal,
social, political and environmental policies. They are abusing power and perpetrating Big Lies about trickle -down
economics, and acting as con men to mortgage the public good for the benefit of the excessively rich. This is
one of the reasonsthat Theodore Rooseveltspokeout passi onately in favor oframdly Est a
in amount with t he seastogrewertthd ifcrasiagsconaentetion of wealth and power in the
hands of the few, where it is invariably abused. This is good guidance for We the People to be assured that
dastar dly despots will be prevented in the future from illegitimately seizing power and abusing authority .

The November 2018 el ections came after a n unbelievable barrage of political propaganda, conflicting opinions,
sheaky disinformation, attack ads and distortions about the desi rability of a generations -long dominance of the
Supreme Court by conservatives. The newly elected Democratic majority in the House is encountering
stonewalling in its efforts to investigate Trump and his corrupt Cabinet members, who are taking advantage of
the current permissive regime to gloss over their conflicts of interes ts. It is imperative for our Constitutional
system to check corrupt activities in the executive branch. In all future election contests, | urge all voters to
rightly turn out to vote for more moderate and progressive -minded representa tives in Congress -- ones with
significantly more honesty and integrity and moral character .

It is normal for a majority party to lose seats in Congress in midterm elections. Thi s is because people are
generally not happy with the political party that is wielding power, and elections are one way to hold those in
power accountable to the people. But never in the history of our democratic republic has a regime abused its
power so egregiously as the Trump Administration, and it is getting worse as the legitimacy of the ruling party is
undermined by malfeasance. Republican politician s deserve to also have lost many seats in the Senate , and
should be rele gated to minority status  for their egregious assaults against democratic fairness, more inclusive
egalitarian values, the rights of people in racial minorities, the reproductive and healthcare rights of women, the

dignity of gay people, and sensible protections of the environment.

We must wage hard -fought battles for fairer representation because domineering incumbent Republicans will
fight tooth and nail for their positions of power, and they will push their selfish agenda with the blaring help of
gargantuan sums of system -corrupt ing campaign cash from the Kochtopus political mac hine and wealthy people
who will use an ugly barrage of deceitful spin, Big Lies, character assassinations and dirty tricks to achieve their
anti -democratic goals . Supreme Court conservatives must stop bei ng accomplices!

Racism and Sexism Persist in the Supposed Land of the Free

What is happening over there ? Look! Republicans are spending hundreds of millions of dollars to sneakily
promote national policies that distinctly and measurably disadvantage black people, brown people and women
Social conservatives who indignantly protest that they ar e not racist or sexist are disingenuous when they in
effect act to support politicians and figures in positions of power who abuse the power of their influence.

Getting votes through demagoguery is socially wrong, because the primary strategy is to divide  the citizenry in
order to succeed at torpedoing governance 0 othe people, by the people and for the p e o p llteis gad to see
these folks staunchly striving to trump the common good, and to replace it with an illegitimate authoritarian

hegemony of Trojan horse politicians and their puppeteers -- crony capitalists like the nefarious billionaires
Charles and David Koch. and the Mercers and Sheldon Adelson and thei r right -wing-cause championing ilk.

Social conservatives, in particular, thou doth protest too much thy innocence and rectitude. You do not deserve
respect when you support politicians who impose harmful and discriminatory policies on the people.

There is a deep level of deceit, corruption, fraud and anti -egalitarian intrigue in Republican gerrymandering,

voter suppression, fear -mongering, scapegoating, repetitious propagan da, encouragement of interference by

foreign countries in our elections , and religious hypocrisy. None ofus shoudc ont i nue to trust oOc
to rule fairly, reasonably, honestly or fiscally responsibly, for they do not seem to be  cognizant of the sadly far -

reaching Tragedy of the Commons impacts that their Machiavellian intrigues are having against democracy and

the common good. #MeToo!
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Rule by a minority of extreme ideological and plutocratic

modus operandi; gerrymandering, voter suppression, and congressional loophole s show they are not shy about

using any means necessary to stay in power. Wear e seei ng what & scompnas lke ohatd Trarhpe n a

takes advantage of these anti -democratic tactics . oTrump has not hesitated to embrace white nationalists and

give racists power -- just look at Steve Bannon, Stephen Miller, and Jeff Sessions -which is exactly

prime time for Roev.Wadet o come up on the chopping block. 6

Think about the four freedoms that President Franklin D. Roosevelt set forth in January 1941 that people
oeverywhere in the wo-rthedréedom lnfospebct antd expressionehe freedom of religious
belief, the freedom from want , and the freedom from fear. Fast forward more than 78 years, and it behooves
us to assess how the USA is doing in the era of Trump Republicanism.

Look what Republicans are giving us. We have reasonably good freedom of speech rights, despite the fact that
whistleblowers who expose corporate and government malfeasance are inadequately protected, and protestors
who are engaged in courageously speaking out against malfeasanc e are too often treated bad ly. Also, curiously,
conservatives have suddenly found new respect for the freedom of speech, expanding it to mean the right of
religious people to disregard the self -evident natural rights of others, especially the rights of women and gay
people. And they regard as inviolable the dogma that says big corporations and rich people have a Constitutional
right to spe nd unlimited amounts of money to corrupt our political process, both in elections and in lobbying for

laws that narrowly benefit them. Status of the freedom of speech 0 Grade = C-minus.

With regard to the freedom of religious belief, this is reasonably we Il assured, though Donald Trump is
villainizing and scapegoating Muslims and working to ban people from coming to the USA from Muslim -dominant
countries. Status of the freedom of religious belief - Grade = B-minus.

With regard to the freedom from want, inequalities have almost never been as extreme as they are in the USA

today, and more than 40 million Americans live in poverty. Things are likely to get severely worse because the
collective bargaining rights of wage earners are being emasculated, and extremist judges are excessively
championing the interests of Capital over Labor in thislong  -fought battle. Thesoundof t he mantr a,
j 0 bsngs in our ears, and an apparition floats into our collective consciousness of this as a cartoon -like
distraction of working people from the fact that almost all gains from productivity increases are being
monopolized by the top dogs. And we are going backwards by mortgaging the future to give tax cuts to the top

1%, because this is putting powerful pressure on our representatives to slash spending on the social safety net

that keeps tens of millions of people free  r from want. Status oft he freedom from want - Grade = C-minus.

With regard to the freedom from fear, the Duplicitous -Demagogue-in-Chief and his minions are using fear and
falsehoods and insecurity and intimidation and divisive strategies to s trengthen their grip on power, and this is

stoking deep resentments and heightening fears , and causing widespread disc ontent and revolutionary discord
and risking a severe debt crisis.  Status of t he freedom from fear - Grade = D-minus.

An Aside on the Vital Importance of a Non -ldeological Supreme Court

The political shenanigans are roundly reprehensible that have given  an excessively narrowly focused, backwards
and rightward tilt to the Supreme Court. All Americans today rely on the Constitution, the Bill of Rights and

fair -minded rules of law to assure us of the current degree of freedom we enjoy in the USA. But freed om
requires vigilance, and we need real patriots to strongly support fair  -minded laws and more honest lawmakers .

Republicans are gloating over their power and success in altering the Supreme Court for a generation or two
thereby helping undermine fair decision-making. And they are crowing about their rash debt  -financed economic
stimulus. Their huge tax cut s for the top 1%, at a time of very low unemployment, is making the famous
economist John Maynard Keynes turn over in his grave at the egregiou s distortion of his understanding that
times of strong economic growth are the time to pay down the national debt , hot to engage in new salvos of
political opportunism by hyper -stimulating the economy using enormous amounts of borrowed m oney, at high
costs and mountain financial risks.

0j ob.
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When Trump announcedthat Brett Kavanaughwas his Supreme Court nomineeto replace Anthony Kennedy upon
his retirement , attention was suddenly focused on the implications of having a more politicized and excessively
conservative Supreme Court, and one more lenient with regard to the exercise of presidential power. Soon
after the announcement, concerns spiked that health care, reproductive rights, voting rights and workers'
rights would all be at risk if the Senate approved such a proven Republican partisan. 6 What we know of
Circuit Cour't Judge Rialedcdrd isktmublng a uKgvarasgh has cbnsistently ruled against

environmental protections, struck down EPA protections under the Clean Air Act, opposed efforts to fight

climate change, and stood against protections for clean water. Kavanaugh has also favored limiting the power of

federal regulatory agencies and has argued for restricting the rights of people to access our court syst e m. 0

In a revealing barrage of 5 -4 rulings at the end of the Supreme Courtds

there was proof in the light of a detailed analysis of decisions that political conservatism has yielded negative
outcomes for the majority of ~ American people. Ever since the Bush vs. Gore ruling gave the presidency to
George W. Bush instead of Al Gore, despite Bush having lost the popular vote, it could be seen that a politicized
right -leaning majority on the court yields decisions that are , on the whole, contrary to the general welfare of
the people, and antithetical to an honestly expansive guarantee of personal freedoms. And again at the end of
the Supreme Court session that ended in June 2019 with their 5 to 4 decision to do nothing about e xtreme
partisan gerrymandering, it was clear that the conservative Justices do not side with fair representation.

We stand at a pivotal point in the history of our democratic republic, and with  the right -wing having succeeded
in cementing a hard right hege mony on the Supreme Court, this check on abuses of power by the Executive
Branch will become more like a r ubber stamp of complicity. The extreme polit ical partisan Kavanaugh was
chosen for the court because manipulative Big Money has corr upted our politics, and this is almost the last
straw, because it will further prevent decis ions that would help change the anti-democratic and anti -progressive
domination of our national decision -making by rich people and cash -flush giant corporations.

The worst aspect of this situation is that corporate -friendly Supreme Court decisions are threatening the

providential boon of natural ecosystem services with an ominous inte nsi fi cati on odnseraadiveaul t s.
Justices misguidedly favor giving a green light to  giant corporations and their  prerogatives to pollute and foist

dangerous increases in externalized costs onto society. We need a more pr ogressive court system , especially

because the Administration is  failing the majority of the people by imposing anti  -egalitarian dictates on them

This arrogant regime is working overtime to pan der overly exclusively to its political base, which they are

playing for fools by hyping up their resentments and supercharging their emotions while implementing policies

that are contrary to their true best interests.

Additionally, with the Supreme Court likely to soonf ace cases that involve Robert ML
malfeasance by Donald Trump and members of his administration and a bunch of Russian operatives, Kavanaud 0 s
extremely partisan role in obsessively investigating President Bill Clinton is seen through the eyes of infamy.

And his hypocrisy will be exposed if he narrowly sides with Trump in any matters that involve the more
consequential wrongdoing by Trump and his minions. Kavanaugh has expressed an absurdly expansive view on
presidential powers by questioning the Supreme C o u r und@nsnous decision in the 1974 case U.S. vs. Nixon,

which forced President Nixon to turn over his Watergate tapes to afeder al district court.

All concerned citi zens should demand that their Senators protect p e o p Irights sand oppose any future
Supreme Court nominee that would be likely to criminalize abortion, rollback health care, decimate civil rights or
harm the environmental commonsand workers , or undercut rules of law that protect people from the predations
and cost externalizi ng schemes of corporate entities and big banks and their lobbyists .

Those who know Brett Kav anaugh say it is difficult to vilify him pers  onally. Hey, | trust that he may be  a good

guy. But the American people should demand a moderate tilt to the Supreme Court, not a rightward one. It is

revealingthat Kavanaughoés father was a | obbyist for the cosmetics
fend off d emands for consumer prote ctions, safer products and better transparency about ingredients in

cosmetics. While this may have been real good for his well-heeled clients, and a boon for industry profits, it

was inimical to the public health , especially of women, and it was subversive of the common good.
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All the names on T r u mpidh sfor possible nominees to the Supreme Court have been provided by the
archconservative Federalist Society. The implications of having a more rigidly conservative Supreme Court are
frightening . What precedents could be overturned? What civil rights and civil liberties are at stake?
According to Wikipedia, Federalist Society members generally choose not to criticize Trump. Politico described
the Society membership as "elite, conservative lawyers who have generally chosen to give Trump a pass on his
breaches of long -cherished legal norms and traditions , in exchange for the gift of Supreme Court Justice Neil
Gorsuch." That particular giftis  proving damaging to We the People and our general welfare.

During the battle to get another extreme conservative on the Supreme Court, Brett Kavanaugh cunningly tried

to evade questions focused on determining if he respects precedents like Roe vs. Wade, which gave a fair -

minded guarantee to all woman that they could get a safe and legal abortion during the first trimester of a

pregnancy. In photographs of the Supreme Court Justices, they all stare toward the camera, and conservatives

among them seem to be disdaining the common law legal pri nciple of stare decisis, the idea that a judge is bound

by, or should give considerable respect to, decisions of earlier judges thatrender issuesas O0st andi ng dec

Recall that d uring the nomination approva | proces ses by the Senate of Chief Justice Jo hn Roberts, and also of

Samuel Alito and Neil Gorsuch, these judges deviously proclaimed that they respect long -established
precedents of fair -minded laws. Yet once they succeeded in gaining their prestigious lifelong tenures on the

high court, they have overturned precedents on what can accurately be seen as partisan grounds. They have

thus used deceit to gain lifelong positions of power, and are using this power to betray the American people by

siding with corporate interests and religious zealots instead of fairly representing the best interests of the

people, especially in rulings like Citizens United that are destroying our democracy by allowing Big Money to

corrupt our government. I ent husiastically encourage people to |ist
extraordinary remarks about the narro  w decisions made bythe O Raeb &1 tve o, whi ch he made
proceedings of the Senate Judiciary Committeefs confirmat.

Sensationally, 83 ethics complaints have been filed against Brett Kavanaugh and yet he has not been held to
account. Many of the complaints allege that Kavanaugh made false statements under oath during hearings on his
nominations to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit in 2004 and 2006 and to the U.S. Supreme Court

last year. Other complaints concern prior ¢ onfirmation hearing statements by Kavanaugh about Guantanamo
detainees and hacked emails.

These are serious allegations. The complainants include lawyers, doctors, professors and concerned citizens,

But so far Kavanaugh has gotten off the hook. First, a judicial council in Denver led by Judge Timothy
Tymkovi ch, a man on Trumpds | ist of potenti al new conserva
dismissed all 83 misconduct complaints in December 2018, citing a lack of jurisdiction. Then acommittee of

federal judges dismissed them all again in early August 2019 because Supreme Court justices are not subject to

the judiciary's ethics review process. These are convenient technicalities for Kavanaugh, but the issue shoul d

not just fall by the wayside. The only body that can discipline Kavanaugh now is Congress, and it should rightly

look into the facts.

Opening a Modern Pandorads Box of I nequities

Ideas as old as the hills reverberate through the arcane interstices of my mind, buffeted by conceptions as

young and vibrant as a gusty wind that heralds the coming
come to mind from his book Predator Nati on: Corporate Criminals, Political Corruption, and the Hijacking of

America. The images evoked by this in -your-face title might make one think that this is probably a book chock

full of suspiciously partisan invective and conspiracy theories, and maybeev en a heavy dose of ol
But no! It turns out to be a fascinatingly insightful perspective.

In a startling contrast to the sensible trust -busting era that President Theodore Roosevelt led in the early

1900s, corporatocratic proponents of la issez-f ai re i deol ogies gained traction wh¢
president began. Charles Ferguson relates this story in  Predator Nation: 0 The era of deregul atio
the Reagan and Clinton administrations removed virtually all restrictions on trading, mergers and industry
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consolidation; the few remaining restrictions were then quickly stripped away by the Bush administration, along
with any threat of sanctions from either criminal dpinosecu
fact, bad things started to happen almost immediately. Beginning in the 1980s, the United States began to
experience financial crises and scandals in a scale not seen since the 1920s. But deregulation continued,
culminating in major laws passed in 1999 and 2000. Once completely freed, the bankers very quickly ran their
institutions off the cliff, taking much of the global economy with them. Not only did they create and sell a huge
amount of junk, but they turned the financial system into a giganti c casino, one in which they played mainly with

other peopleds money. o

When Ronald Reagan became president, tax cuts and deregul
start, though, there was a big el emen tcutdakes, thit sohgovermmenty i n R
spendi ng, so Americabds economic recovery came in part fro
cl ai med that tax cuts would pay for themselves, which the\)

was often simply political corruption. Lobbyists and industry executives were appointed to run government

agencies, and several industries sharply increased their spending on political donations, lobbying, and revolving

door hiring. Nowhere was this clearert han in finance. It was in financial services that Ronald Reagan initiated
Americads descent into criminality, fi nmamdci déclcirne.i-, PO
ludicrous lies, radically exacerbated inequalities and unscrupul  ously propagated harms!

Criminality, financial crisis, p olitical corruption, inequality and decline! These words sound like really outrageous
hyperbole, but when you read the actual details of the many financial scams perpetrated in the past three

decades, this characterization suddenly doesnot seem | i ke an
olt was in | arge measure the financial sectorod6s political
collar law enforcement, tax cuts for  the wealthy, huge budget defi cits, and other toxic policies. These are the
aspects of our econopolitical system that have all owed the

The financial sector began a period of astounding consolidation when sensible regulations like the Glass -Steagall

Act were repealed. The amorphous shark -like octopus of the oligopoly began a feeding frenzy. Every segment

of the financial sector was affec t e d, creating huge financi al congl omer at e
broader consolidation was not the organic growth of the su

Economic power has become incre asingly concentrated since 1980 due to the radical rampin g up of deregulation
efforts. This is true particularly in banking, energy, telecommunications, automobiles, media, agribusiness and
retailing. This trend has been the result of abuses of influence as corporate money has neutered antitrust
policy and cor rupted our political system, and even swayed the supposedly objective expert opinions of a
minority of people -- but all too many -- in academic institutions. Such concentrated power undermines the
power of We the People, and it contributes to the sadly i ncreasing and politically dangerous extremes in income
and wealth inequality between the top 1% and the other 99%.

Rich people and top corporate managers together exert an unwarranted influence on our country by using wealth
and solidarity of selfish purp ose to wield political power that shelters themselves, their families, their personal
assets and their businesses from competition, effective regulation, proper corporate governance, prosecution
and taxes. This situation is unfair and will eventually prov e to be disastrous for the vast majority of the people.

Beneath the intensely rancorous sound and fury of partisan strife, the nearly unassailable battlements of a
political duopoly system monopolize our national decision -making. The actors in this duopo ly stand resolute in
dictating rules that establish a Great Bargain for rich people and a Bad Deal for everyone else. The overriding
success of our representatives is astonishing when it comes to policies related to giving tax breaks that heavily
favor we althy people. Conservatives excessively succeed in reducing regulations, prevent ing sensible common
good reforms and facilitating  an on-going consolidation of corporate power through mergers and acquisitions.

Perhaps this should be n o surprise, because influence peddling is not only legal, but a fundamental facet of the
way our political system operates in modern times. So, sadly, by a vote of 5 to 4, the Supreme Court might
declare null and void the entire substance of these remarks. They continue to refuse to overturn the wrongly
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decided Citizens United ruling that has helped wea Ithy people corrupt our elections and rashly pervert our
national priorities and distort our decision  -making. And they are contemplating the merits of overturning Roe
vs. Wade abortion rights and forcing pregnant women to deliver, in effect championing teetotaler -like
abstinence as the preferred method of family planning. In this consequential deliberation, they keep foremost
in mind their own narrow political ly partisan biases and personal power.

Charles Ferguson has commendably created an evocative new exploration of what happened with the Nixon
Watergate scandal in a thought -provoking film titled Watergate: Or, How We Learned to Stop an Out -of-

Control President, a film that débuted at the 2018 Te lluride film f estival. Watchitt --and t hi nk about
Dickdé and what s h ou |l drisishmovolligg nSaturdays Nigat Massaere approaches today with
Attorney General Bill Barr being held in contempt of Congress and Trump obstructing justice and expressing his

contempt for the rules of law every day

The Fox Propaganda Machine

Trump spoke commendable words in his election victory speech but they ring every hollow in light of the
scurrilous tactics he us ed to get elected. His words provided a momentary ray of hope that, perhaps, he really
might try to act as a fair -minded president for all Americans and heal the country, but this hope did not last
long, for he set about soon thereafter to choose the most extreme Cabinet and federal agency offic ials ever.

How can the American people help ensure that common sense will prevail? The mainstream media and right  -wing
news outlets like Fox News have been complicit in creating  a misinformed public. Social media platforms like
Facebook, YouTube and Twit ter have become prominent influences in our elections, and they suffer from being
dangerously unbalanced and simplistic. Too, they often serve to promote fake news and erroneous points of
view. Every faction has its own media now, where partisans can be  "affirmed, not informed," as pollster Frank
Luntz puts it. The outcome is that our great nation is being held together only "by the thinnest of threads", and

the USA seems to be devolving into being a conflict  -torn Idiocracy.

The intentional propagation o f fake news and false beliefs has contributed to this serious assault on fair
representation of the best interests of the people. Part of the fault with this state of affairs is that there is

no Fairness Doctrine in the mainstream media like there was bet ween 1949 and 1987, or in the more seriously
skewed alt -right media, and it is exceedingly difficult for social media to control devious misinformation. The
Fairness Doctrine was a federal policy in the U.S. that required television and radio broadcasters to present
contrasting viewpoints on controversial issues of public  interest and importance -- and to do so in a manner that
was honest, equitable and balanced. The demise of this Fairness Doctrine is a contributing factor to the rising

level of divisive party polarization in the United States.

Trevor Noah gave brilliant insights into how the media needs to improve its performance in saving our nation on
a November 2017 Daily Show segment, Adapting to Donald Trump's Lies. Watch it right now for s ome good
laughs and illuminated understanding of Trump's toddler  -like thought processes.

I't i s human nature for people to psychol ogigoups bngtoiredaednt i f y
those in out -groups with suspicion or hostility.  Right -wing politicians exploit the out -group status of immigrants
and related anti -immigrant sentiments to gain power.

Ever since Trump took the down elevator into contention for the presidency, he has frequently used divisive
tactics and offensive rhetoric  to gain media attention. His scandalous behaviors have been "normalized" by
attention fatigue and traditional media outlets that are more interested in ratings and profits than in important

big issues and honestly comprehensive Big Picture assessments of these issues. Now, as Trump is abusing his
power, many people in the mainstream media and conservatives on social media and white supremacist groups are
attempting to normalize Trumpism and give legitimacy to his self  -interest -dominated authoritarian -tin ged rule.

We must recognize how essential a free and independent media is in our democracy. Trump is trying to destroy
that freedom and independence by using 7 of the principal unprincipled techniques that despots have employed
throughout history to undermine media independence. Robert Reich provides this list of insidious techniques:
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1. Berate the media. Trump called two -dozen TV news anchors and executives to the Trump Tower soon
after he was elected -- including Lester Holt, Charlie Rose, George Stephanopoulos and Wolf Blitzer -- to
chew them out about their reporting during the election.

2. Blacklist media that criticize them. Trump favors Fox News, and hates CNN and MSNBC, and has
maintained a blacklist of news outlets to which he hasr  efused to grant press credentials.

3. Turn the public against the media. Trumprefersto j our nal i sts as o0di shonest, 6 0di s
4. Threaten the media. Tr ump says hedl | oopen up our |ibel l aws, S0
horr i bl e and false articles, we can sue them and win [ ots c

5. Block media access. Trump prefers rally events to news conferences, and often blocks the media from
traveling with him, or knowing whom heos etimgskke thenirgstanthi t h | or
infamous one with Vladimir Putin in Helsinki.

6. Establish their own alternative controlled media. Trump sends messagesi ght ouBhet hbk:
News and the unfairly unbalanced Fox News and hard -right talk radio show ho sts.

7. Bypass the media and communicate with the public directly. Trump tweets incessantly, and tells
incredible numbers of falsehoods and outright lies.

In 1980, there were thousands of independent media outlets in the United States, but today, there are only six
multi - national global media mega corporations in control of more than 90% of the content that Americans see on

TV, hear on the radio, watch at the movies, and read in books, magazines and newspapers. These corporate
entities are Time Warner, VIACOM, CBS, Walt Disney, News Corp and General Electric. All of them are
gigantic corporations, and together they own television and radio broadcast networks, cable and satellite
channels, financial news publications, video news, magazines, book publish ers, the major entertainment theme
parks, movie studios, sports entertainment, integ rated telecommunications and communications satellites
themselves, wireless phones, video games software, electronic media, record labels and the music industry.

Almost eve rything you believe, more or less, is delivered to you by this establishment of media moguls who run

these corporations. The CEOs of these giant organizations
They are members of the same clubsandorgan i zat i o-nasndé 6t hey deci de what the Amer
believe and what attitudes they should have about everythingo

The best way to counter propaganda is to understand the methods and techniques that are being used to sway

public opinion. George Orwell explained some of the many clever tactics and powerful techniques that are used

to "catapult the propaganda”, as George W. Bush put it. They can be read online to understand this important

influence on our worldviews and national decision -making -- see George Orwells A ci ti zenods gui
understanding corporate media propaganda techniques.

These techniques are being used on the American public and the world population by the corporate mainstream
media andrithlet édaftti nge mepdriisansonaatidlmédia. smdayi ng familiarized
these techniques, you will be able to spot them as they are being deployed against you," wrote George Orwell.

This will all likely end badly, especially for millions of white working class voters who have been deceived into
supporting Trump, thinking that he would o0drain the swa
floodgates to a retrogressive cadre of operatives and ideologues. Though as a candidate Trump trumpeted

"Drain th e swamp in D.C.", look at what has happened. A narrowly focused electorate, deceived by Machiavellian

intrigue, voted to keep almost all the corrupt alligators in the congressional swamp, and now Trump has filled his

Cabinet with loyalists who represent a  perpetuation of more of the same policies that have hurt and angered the

populace. And his policies seem almost exclusively oriented around self -interest, not the common good.

Fox interviewer Maria Bartiromo 0i s an rfinambia perspestigenrehert t o t
efforts to suck up to Donald Trump on Fox News, 6 atowedin
festod with Daommaaihtadviewin 20680, osayi ng, OHere we see your |l ovely
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to le ave a restaurant. We see Peter Fonda and Robert De Niro having "Trump Syndrome."  They're going crazy.
All of this vitriol in this country. As the commander -in-chief, as the President of this great country, what can
you do to bring us together?6

Bizarre ly, instead of expressing any opinion as to how to unite Americans, Trump bragged about his base and

made an overt threat to any American citizen ~ who dares to disagree with him . The online commentator quoted

above observed, 0O0Oh, t hlevelp Bavah Sandeils, @aaupabashed Itk digpansed, has been the

victim of naughty Hollywood actors going crazy. Bartiromo completely ignores the fact that Trump himself is

the source of more vitriol than anyone currently in public life. The chat continue s, but it is notable that Trump

never answers the question about how he would bring the country together. In fact, he goes the other way

entirel ywithanot -so-s u bt | e Whlrseme bfithenddo it for publicity, | hatetosayit. é our peopl e a
incredible. You know, there's probably never been a base, in the history of politics in this country, a base like

my base. | hope the other side realizes that they better just take it easy. They better just take it easy
because some of the language used, some of the words used, even some of the radical ideas, | really think they
are very bad for the country. I think they're actually very dangerous for

Ralph Peters, a retired Army lieutenant colonel who frequently appeared as a strategic anal yst on Fox News
until he resigned in March 2018, said he felt compelled to explain why he chose to leave Fox News. 0 Four

decades ago, | took an oath as a newly commissioned officer. I swore to O6support and defe
and that oath did not expire when | took off my uniform. Today, | feel that Fox News is assaulting our
constitutional order and the ru le of law, while fostering corrosive and unjustified paranoia among viewers. Over

my decade with Fox, | long was proud of the  association. Now | am ashamed. In my view, Fox has degenerated
from providing a legitimate and much -needed outlet for conservat ive voices to a mere propaganda machine for a
destructive and ethically ruinous administration. When prime -time hosts -- who have never served our country
in any capacity -- dismiss facts and empirical reality to launch profoundly dishonest assaults on th e FBI, the
Justice Department, the courts, the intelligence community (in which | served) and, not least, a model public

servant and genuine war hero such as Robert Mueller i all the while scaremongering with lurid warnings of

"deep-state" machinations f | cannot be part of the same organization, even at a remove. To me, Fox News is
now wittingly harming our system of government for profit.

Peters incisively continued: 60 As a Russia analyst for many year s, it also
their reputations as super -patriots and who, justifiably, savaged President Obama for his duplicitous folly with
Putin, now advance Putin's agenda by making light of Russian penetration of our elections and the Trump

campaign. Despite increasingly pathetic deni al s, it turns outburger ot hasodbeehi te\
Russian dressing all along. And by the way: As an intelligence professional, | can tell you that the Steele dossie r

rings true -- that's how the Russians do things. The result is that we h ave an American president who is
terrified of his counterpart in Moscow. 0

Anothe r strategy that Republicansfavor i s t o use wedge issues to rile -am peopl

switch scheme of huge proportions. The Trump base is being sold a p athologically devious bill of goods by
apologists who say Trump is keeping his promises. But his loudest promise was to build a huge wall between the
U.S. and Mexico -- and force Mexico to pay for it. He continually milks this divisive and distracting pl  an, even
though he now wants American taxpayers to fork over $25 billion to pay for this wall. Meanwhile, with all the
sound-and-fury of partisans up at arms over this issue, Trump has treacherously pushed through colossally large

debt -financed Tax Cuts t hat mainly benefit the top dogs, and he is pushing an agenda sacrificing the
environmental commons to further enrich the rich. He is also pushing for cuts in spending on a thousand facets

of a civilized society while building up the military and police fo rces and deportation forces, and he lies th  rough
his teeth about making people safer. Meanwhile, he is undermining the economic prospects of working people
and fighting with our allies -- while cozying up to authority -abusing foes of democracy like Putin in Russia, Xi
Jinping in China, Kim Jong Un in North Korea , Erdogan in Turkey , and Duterte in the Philippines

Roman hands and Russian fingers -- and lying eyes -- do not inspire much confidence in the righteousness of
these scheming leaders who are prepossessed by money, eager to engage in debt-financed Tax Cut scams,






